
Phonics and Reading at Wootton 

 

The government strongly recommend the use of synthetic phonics when teaching early literacy 

skills to children. Synthetic phonics is simply the ability to convert a letter or letter group into 

sounds that are then blended together into a word.  At Wootton Community Primary School, we 

have adopted the Letters and Sounds document supported with Jolly Phonics to give children 

the best possible start to their learning in early reading. Phonics is also supported within our 

school using a variation of online resources to engage, stimulate and challenge children’s 

thinking. We believe that a robust system of teaching phonics is essential to allow children to 

understand how our language works and develop early reading and writing skills.  

Within the child’s first school year, parents are encouraged to come in and attend our Phonics 

workshop that allows them to gain a deeper understanding of how phonics teaching is developed 

and how they can support your child. 

 

At Wootton, we believe that the ability to read is fundamental to pupils’ development as 

independent learners, during their time at school and beyond.  Reading is central to our ability 

to understand, interpret and communicate with each other and the world around us.  Success in 

reading has a direct effect upon progress in all areas of the curriculum; therefore reading is 

given a high priority at our school, enabling the children to become enthusiastic, independent 

and reflective readers across a wide range and types of literature, including different text 

types and genres, books, posters, magazines, signs and newspapers. 

  

What is phonics?  

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. They are taught how to:  

 recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes;  

 identify the sounds that different combinations of letters make - such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’ 

(digraphs) or igh (trigraphs) 

 blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word. Children can then use 

this knowledge to ‘de-code’ new words that they hear or see. This is the first important 

step in learning to read. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why phonics?  

Research shows that when phonics is taught in a structured way – starting with the easiest 

sounds and progressing through to the most complex – it is the most effective way of teaching 

young children to read. It is particularly helpful for children aged 5 to 7. Almost all children who 

receive good teaching of phonics will learn the skills they need to tackle new words. They can 

then go on to read any kind of text fluently and confidently, and to read for enjoyment. Children 

who have been taught phonics also tend to read more accurately than those taught using other 

methods, such as ‘look and say’. This includes children who find learning to read difficult, for 

example those who have dyslexia. 

 

What is the phonics screening check?  

The phonics screening check is a quick and easy check of your child’s phonics knowledge. It helps 

your school confirm whether your child has made the expected progress. 

Y1 Phonics Screening 

INFORMATION AND GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS 
 

What is the phonics screening check? 

The national phonics screening test was introduced in 2012 to all Y1 pupils.  It is a short, 

statutory assessment to confirm whether individual pupils have learnt phonic decoding to an 

appropriate standard. It aims to identify the children who need extra help so that they can 

be given support by school to improve their reading skills.  At Wootton Community Primary we 

already identify children and provide early intervention support, however we must comply with 

the statutory requirement. 

  

Who is it for? 

Year 1 pupils take the phonics screening check during a specified week in June each year. This 

year it will begin on 11th June 2018. 

  

How is the check structured? 

It comprises a list of 40 words and non-words, which a child will read one-to-one with a teacher. 

Half the words cover phonic skills which are usually covered in Reception, and half the words are 

based on Year 1 phonics skills. 

  

Is it stressful to test such young children? 

The assessment will be age-appropriate, with children sitting with a teacher they know and will 

read with them on a one-to-one basis. It should be an enjoyable activity for children which takes 

no more than a few minutes. 

  

Does a teacher have to carry out the screening check? 

Yes, a teacher will carry out the check with the pupils in our school. This year the screening 

check will be carried out by the class teacher Miss Jones. 

  

Why have you included non-words in the screening check? 



Non-words are an established assessment method in many schools, and are included in many 

phonics programmes. They are included because they will be new to all pupils, so there won’t be a 

bias to those with a good vocabulary knowledge or visual memory of words. Pupils who can read 

non-words should have the skills to decode almost any unfamiliar word. 

  

 

How long does the check take? 

Every child is different but in most cases the check should take less than 10 minutes per child. 

 

  

How will the results from the phonics screening check be used? 

Schools have to inform parents towards the end of the summer term in Year 1 of their child’s 

results. Parents will receive a letter to tell them about how their child did during the screening.  

  

What happens if a child struggles with the screening check? 

The screening check will identify children who have phonic decoding skills below the level 

expected for the end of Year 1 and who therefore need extra help. Schools are expected to 

provide extra help and children will then be able to re-take the assessment in Year 2. At 

Wootton, parents will continue to be kept well informed of their child’s progress in all aspects 

of reading including phonic development. 

 

Vocabulary; 

Phonemes are the sounds, which are made by blending letters to correspond to the spoken word. 

Graphemes are the written equivalent of phonemes. 

 

  

 

How we teach phonics:  

 The teaching of phonics is supported by the Letters and Sound document and Jolly 

Phonics Scheme for younger children.   

 Sounds taught should be ‘pure’, such as, ‘b’, not ‘buh’ as this is central to phonic teaching 

and ability to recognise sounds in words.  

 Children are to be taught that the number of graphemes in a word always corresponds to 

the number of phonemes. This greatly aids spelling. Phoneme buttons are used in phonics 

teaching (younger children call them sausage and beans). 

 Phonics is taught and assessed regularly throughout Key Stage 1 and ‘catch-up’ 

programmes delivered in Key Stage 2 as needed.  

 

Helping your child with phonics Phonics works best when children are given plenty of 

encouragement and learn to enjoy reading and books. Parents play a very important part in 

helping with this.  

Some simple steps to help your child learn to read through phonics:  



Ask your child’s class teacher about the school’s approach to phonics and how you can reinforce 

this at home. For example, the teacher will be able to tell you which letters and sounds the class 

is covering in lessons each week.  

You can then highlight these sounds when you read with your child. Teaching how sounds match 

with letters is likely to start with individual letters such as ‘s’, ‘a’ and ‘t’ and then will move on to 

two-letter sounds such as ‘ee’, ‘ch’ and ‘ck’. 

 With all books, encourage your child to ‘sound out’ unfamiliar words and then blend the sounds 

together from left to right rather than looking at the pictures to guess. Once your child has 

read an unfamiliar word you can talk about what it means and help him or her to follow the story. 

Your child’s teacher will also be able to suggest books with the right level of phonics for your 

child. These books are often called ‘decodable readers’ because the story is written with words 

made up of the letters your child has learnt. Your child will be able to work out new words from 

their letters and sounds, rather than just guessing.  

Try to make time to read with your child every day. Grandparents and older brothers or sisters 

can help, too. Encourage your child to blend the sounds all the way through a word.  

Word games like ‘I-spy’ can also be an enjoyable way of teaching children about sounds and 

letters. You can also encourage your child to read words from your shopping list or road signs to 

practise phonics.  

At Wootton we use book bags and a reading record, which is a great way for teachers and 

parents to communicate about what children have read. The reading record can tell you whether 

your child has enjoyed a particular book and shows problems or successes he or she has had, 

either at home or at school. 


