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Rationale:  
Our topic this half term (chosen by the children) is: ‘Under 

the Sea.’ We will explore rich texts linked to this theme to 

stimulate the children’s knowledge and understanding of 

different environments, climates and sea creatures. Prime 

and specific areas of learning will be accessed through a 

balance of adult led and child initiated teaching and 

learning.  
NB: topics are subject to change as the children’s interests are 
followed ‘in action’.  

 

Key texts/ ‘bring a book to life’: 

 

 The Rainbow Fish 

 The Snail and the Whale 

 Sharing a Shell 

 Commotion in the Ocean 

 Tiddler 

 Mister Seahorse 

 The Fish who could wish  

 Non-fiction texts linked to current topic 
 

Literacy- Reading & Writing  
 (R) 

 Continue linking phonemes to their letter names 

(grapheme-phoneme correspondence) 

 Read and understand words and simple sentences  

 Use phonic knowledge to decode words and read them 

aloud 

 Continue to enjoy an increasing range of books 

 Read common irregular words and high frequency words 

(W) 
 Use phonic knowledge to write words and simple sentences 

 Letter formation  

 Understand sentence structure: capital letters, finger 

spaces and full stops.  

 Pencil control  

Communication & Language 
 Listen and respond to ideas expressed by others in 

conversations and discussion 

 Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions 

Follow instructions involving several ideas/actions 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematical Development 

 
 Continue number formation 0-20 

 Explore Weight & Capacity 

 Subtraction 

 Number bonds to 10 

 Record using marks that they can interpret and 

explain 

 Embed ordering numbers to 20 (numberline) 
 Begin to identify own mathematical problems based 

on own interests 

 Begin to use the vocabulary involved in adding and 

subtracting 

 Use everyday language linked to money 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Jigsaw 
 

 Work on our personalised ‘next steps’ within 

PSED 

 Conflict resolution and turn taking 

 Showing sensitivity to others’ needs 

 Begin to be able to negotiate and solve problems 

 Listen and respond during group time 

 Try out new activities and select resources 

independently 

 Be confident to speak to others about own needs, 

wants, interests and opinions 

 Independence- morning drop off and daily routine 

 Resilience and perseverance  

 

 

Physical Development 
 Explore the importance of a healthy diet and 

physical exercise  

 Handle equipment and tools effectively 

 Fine motor & pencil control 

 Move confidently in a range of ways, safely 

negotiating space 

 

Expressive Arts & Design 
 Continue to explore the different sounds of instruments 

 Colour mixing and creating different textures-Wassily 

Kandinsky 

 Creating artwork inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe - shells 

 Use simple tools and techniques competently and 

appropriately  

 

Being imaginative: 

 Represent own ideas, thoughts and feelings through a 

range of design and technology.  
 

 

Understanding the World 
 Explore and ask questions about the natural 

world 

 Explore environments that differ to their own 

and animals/beings that live there 

 Explore changes within springtime 

 Know about similarities and differences in 

relation to places, objects, materials and living 

things 


