
Curriculum overview 2017-2018 

Year 4 
 

Autumn 1 
 

Autumn 2 
 

 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 

English 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
Ruckus 
 
Year Four Outcome/s:  
Newspaper report, short 
narrative. 
 
 
 
Key writing statements; 
 
Use inverted commas to 
punctuate speech 
Use a wider range of 
conjunctions  
Use simple organisational 
devices 
Organise paragraphs 
around a theme 
Discuss and record ideas 
when planning 

 

 
 
 
 
Year Four Outcome/s: 
Narrative 
 
 
 
Key writing statements; 
Description is expanded 
through an appropriate 
and precise range of 
vocabulary  
 Use expanded noun 
phrases to add description. 
Extend the range of 
sentences with more than 
one clause 
In narratives describe 
settings  
Use conjunctions to 
express time and cause 

 

 

 
 
Year Four Outcome/s:  
Recount/Report/Short 
narrative 
 
Key writing statements; 
 
Use inverted commas to 
punctuate speech 
Use a wider range of 
conjunctions  
Use simple organisational 
devices 
Organise paragraphs 
around a theme 
Discuss and record ideas 
when planning 

 
How to train a dragon by 
Cressida Cowell 
 
 
Year Four   
Outcome/s:  
To write instructions on How 
to train a dragon 
 
 
Key writing statements; 
Use inverted commas to 
punctuate speech 
Use adverbs and prepositions 
to express time and cause 
A range of additional detail 
and explanations are included 
Extend the range of sentences 
with more than one clause by 
using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including when, 
if, because, although 

 
 

 

 
 
 
The Lost Words by Robert 
Macfarlane 
 
Year Four Outcome/s:  
Leaflet, Poetry 
 
Key writing statements; 
Description in non-narrative is 
expanded through an 
appropriate and precise range 
of vocabulary. 
Organise paragraphs around a 
theme. 
Use simple organisational 
themes. 
 

 

 
 
Letters from the lighthouse 

by Emma Carroll 
 
Year Four Outcome/s:  
Letter, narrative. 
 
Key writing statements; 
 
Explore vocabulary linked to 
describing the impact of war 
Write a series of linked 
sentences  
Write an increasing range of 
sentences structures 
Edit and evaluate their own 
work, making improvements 
where needed 
 

Maths 
 
 
 
 
 

 Number and place 
value 

 Addition and 
subtraction 

 Measurement 
(money) (length) 

 Multiplication and 

 Fractions 

 Geometry 

 Number and place 
value (measurement) 

 

 Fractions 

 Geometry (angle) 

 Addition and 
subtraction 

 Measurement (time 

 Multiplication and 
division 

 Fractions 

 Subtraction and addition 
(statistics) 

 Measurement 

  Multiplication and 
division 

 Geometry 

 Addition and subtraction 
(formal methods) 

 

 Multiplication and 
division 

 Fractions 

 Measurement (money 
and time) 

 Measurement (length) 
 



division 
 

Science 
 

 

States of matter 
Compare and group 
materials together, 
according to whether they 
are solids, liquids or gases. 
Observe that some 
materials change state 
when they are heated or 
cooled, and measure or 
research the temperature 
at which this happens in 
degrees Celsius (°C). 
Identify the part played by 
evaporation and 
condensation in the water 
cycle and associate the 
rate of evaporation with 
temperature. 

 

Sound 
Identify how sounds are 
made, associating some of 
them with something 
vibrating. Recognise that 
vibrations from sounds 
travel through a medium 
to the ear. Find patterns 
between the pitch of a 
sound and features of the 
object that produced it. 
Find patterns between the 
volume of a sound and the 
strength of the vibrations 
that produced it. 
Recognise that sounds get 
fainter as the distance 
from the sound source 
increases. 

Animals with human 
impact 
Construct and interpret a 
variety of food chains, 
identifying producers, 

predators and prey. 

Food chains 
Recognise that living things 
can be grouped in a variety of 
ways. Explore and use 
classification keys to help 
group, identify and name a 
variety of living things in their 
local and wider environment. 
Recognise that environments 
can change and that this can 
sometimes pose dangers to 
living things. 

Electricity 
Identify common appliances 
that run on electricity. 
Construct a simple series 
electrical circuit, identifying 
and naming its basic parts, 
including cells, wires, bulbs, 
switches and buzzers. Identify 
whether or not a lamp will light 
in a simple series circuit, based 
on whether or not the lamp is 
part of a complete loop with a 
battery. Recognise that a 
switch opens and closes a 
circuit and associate this with 
whether or not a lamp lights in 
a simple series circuit. 
Recognise some common 
conductors and insulators, and 
associate metals with being 
good conductors. 

 

Digestive system 
Describe the simple 
functions of the basic parts 
of the digestive system in 
humans.  Identify the 
different types of teeth in 
humans and their simple 
functions. 

History Saxons & Scots 
Historical skills taught to continue to develop a 
chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, establishing clear 
narratives within and across the periods they study. They 
will note connections, contrasts and trends over time and 
develop the appropriate use of historical terms. They will 
regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid 
questions about change. They will also construct 
informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information. 
To include; 
Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall 
of the western Roman Empire. Scots invasions from 
Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland) Anglo-Saxon 
invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names and 
village life. Anglo-Saxon art and culture. Christian 
conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne. 

Vikings & Anglo-Saxons 
Historical skills taught to continue to develop a 
chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of 
British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives 
within and across the periods they study. They will note 
connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the 
appropriate use of historical terms. They will regularly 
address and sometimes devise historically valid questions 
about change. They will also construct informed responses 
that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant 
historical information. 
To include; 
Viking raids and invasion and resistance by Alfred the Great 
and Athelstan, first king of England. Further Viking invasions 
and Danegeld. Anglo-Saxon laws and justice and Edward the 
Confessor and his death in 1066 

World War 2 
 
Historical skills taught to continue to develop a chronologically 
secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world 
history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study. They will note connections, contrasts and 
trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. They will regularly address and sometimes devise 
historically valid questions about change. They will also 
construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection 
and organisation of relevant historical information. 
 
A study over time tracing how several aspects of national 
history are reflected in the locality. 

 

 
 

Geography 

 
 
Rivers 

 
 
Climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts 

 
 
Rainforests 



Name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time. 

 

To describe and understand key aspects of:  
Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts. Rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle. *Human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use. 

To identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles. 

Art John Constable – landscape art – linked to Newtown 
using watercolours. 
 

Landscape artists -  Richard Long –lnked in with Eastdene 
trip. 

Anne Frank – portraits linked to  photography (D-day beach 
landings) 

  



Design technology Design a boat/raft to cross marshes include sails – 
sewing and including a blanket stitch around then edge. 
Select from and use a wider range of tools and 
equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, 
cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], accurately. 
Evaluate their ideas and products against their own 
design criteria and consider the views of others to 
improve their work. 

Flying dragon toys – How to train a dragon. 
To use research and develop design criteria to inform the 
design of innovative, functional, appealing products that are 
fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups. 
Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design 
criteria and consider the views of others to improve their 
work. 

WW2 – cooking for exhibition 
Understand and apply the principles of a healthy and varied 
diet. Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury 
dishes using a range of cooking techniques. Understand 
seasonality, and know where and how a variety of ingredients 
are grown, reared, caught and processed. 

Computing Coding Online safety Spreadsheets Writing for different 
audiences 
Logo 

Animation Effective searching 
Hardware  

Languages Understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources. Speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what 
they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation. Can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt. Discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

  



Computing To become skilful in 
using different tools to 
control technology.  
To understand the 
purpose of, and begin to 
use a range of different 
technology. 
To begin to develop 
typing speed and 
accuracy to enable 
independent access to a 
computer. ESAFETY 
Log on log off 

 

To understand that 
information comes from 
different sources e.g. 
books, web sites, TV etc 
To understand that ICT can 
give access quickly to a 
wide variety of resources 
To talk about their use of 
ICT and the Internet  and 
other methods to find 
information ESAFETY 

Log on log off 
 

To start to understand 
that messages can be 
sent electronically over 
distances. ESAFETY 

To use technology to 
combine text with 
photographs, graphics and 
drawings. 
To create their own text 
based content, including 
adding basic effects to 
sections of text. 
 

To use ICT to begin to 
organise items.. 
To begin to use technology 
to create graphs and 
pictograms, recognising 
there is a link between 
data collected and the 
information presented on 
screen. 

To understand that devices 
respond to commands. 
To be able to explore a 
variety of electronic 
information as part of a 
given topic 
To know buttons/icons can 
represent different 
functions e.g. record, 
pause, play 
 
 

To know they can explore 
sound and music using 
technology and that they 
can create sound using 
computer programs. 
To know they can record 
sound using ICT that can 
be stored and played back 
To take photographs for a 
range of different 
purposes.  
To understand that a range 
of different technology can 
be used to record sounds.  

Music Join in with group singing, 
building a repertoire of 
songs.  
Use chants and rhymes to 
build rhythmic capability. 

Can hold and play a range of 
percussion instruments  
Play tuned and untuned 
instruments experimenting 
with sounds, timbre and 
melody 
Perform using simple 
graphic notation 

Experiment with tuned 
and untuned instruments 

Create and choose 
sounds in response to 
given starting points 
 

Create simple 
representations and short 
pieces using tuned and 
untuned percussion.
 

Use simple symbols to 
represent sounds 
Listens to a range of live 
and recorded pieces 
identifying key 
instruments. 
Identify changes in music 
and respond with 
movement 
Listens to own 
performances providing 
simple constructive 
comments.

PSHE Being in my world Celebrating Difference Dreams & Goals Healthy Me Relationships Changing Me 

Trips/ visitors 
 

 Grandparent – discussion 
Visits class 

Carisbrooke  
Castle  

 Dinosaur Isle  

 


