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Headteacher’s update 

 

Dear Parents, 

‘It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas…’ - 

Thank you so much for your incredible donations 

this year for our Christmas fayre. It has been 

wonderful to see the Jolly Jar pile grow in my  

office during the week—we had so many it was so 

hard to choose the winners! It was decided to put 

all the children’s names in a hat who had entered 

as we just could not decide and the winners of the 

jars this year are Kristen in Year 1, Rebecca in 

Year 2, Amelie C in Year 4 and Daisy in Year 6. 

Judging by the range of activities and things to 

buy later today, I am confident we will have a 

wonderful fayre—thank you to all involved,      

especially our very small and committed PTA 

committee, who have been working hard behind 

the scenes for several weeks—without them the 

event would not take place, so thank you. 

Monday’s assembly 

Our rule of ‘No dogs on the school site’ was      

overturned for assembly on Monday for us to 

have a very different assembly.  The mum and 

partner of Charlotte (year 4) and Lily (year 6) 

brought their working dogs to show us and we 

were thoroughly entertained.  The dogs are 

trained to detect drugs on people and in public 

areas. We watched how they used their senses to 

find drugs planted in the hall, which led to a very 

worthwhile conversation about the difference  

between ‘bad’ drugs and drugs used as medicines.   

Parent Governors 

Last Friday at 3pm, one of our governors joined 

me to count the votes sent in for our parent     

governor vacancies.  It was very close, with just a 

few votes difference, with all three candidates 

showing that would be an asset to the school but 

sadly there are only two spaces for parents on the 

governing board.  Therefore, I am pleased to     

inform you of the result of our election for parent 

governors and that Mrs Lorraine White and Ms 

Valentina Macchi were successful. Lorraine has a 

child in Reception and Valentina a child in Year 

5, so both will provide a good balance across the 

school and we look forward to working with them.  

Talking of governors, I was so very proud of our 

School Council children on Monday who          

represented the ‘Voice of the children’, attending 

a governors meeting to present the school          

nti-bullying charter and leaflet that they worked 

on during anti-bullying week. They all spoke with 

confidence and knowledge and were able to an-

swer some very thought-provoking questions. 

Parking 

We almost made a whole month without me      

having to mention parking but sadly not! Parking 

outside of the school is beyond my control but, as 

the children’s welfare and safety is so important 

to us as a community, I am struggling to find 

ways to ensure that all parents follow the law 

and park legally outside of school. Yet again this 

week I received a phone call from a neighbour to 

share her concern that parents are stopping out-

side on the zig-zag lines to drop their children 

and also immediately opposite the school drive on 

double yellow lines.  Parking in this way is not 

only illegal but puts all lives at risks. Please en-

sure you leave enough time in the morning and 

at the end of the day to be able to find somewhere 

appropriate to park so that we are keeping the 



Jane Wilford 

Headteacher 

children safe at all times. Thank you. Don’t forget 

there are MANY free parking spaces in the         

carpark by the Rec and you can walk through the 

park to the top gate. 

Celebration assembly 

In assembly this morning we heard from Freddie 

in Year 2, who has won a bowling session for the 

whole of his class from entering the Walk the 

Wight sponsor competition - how exciting! We  

also heard from Lizzie in Year 6, who has been 

enrolled as a Guide and Jacob in Year 1, who has 

been awarded a swimming certificate. Elliott in 

Year 2, with Imogen, Scarlett, Izabella and        

Amelie C in Year 4, told us about achieving a  

certificate from learning to swim like a mermaid 

and shark wearing flippers and finally we        

congratulated Ollie In Year 1, Theo L in Year 3, 

Ethan M and Zoe both in Year 5, who all took 

part in the 5k run at Tapnell last Sunday. Well 

done, everyone!   

Our top 5 Timetables Rockstars this week are      

- Fergus in Year 6, Charlotte in Year 4, Daniel in 

Year 5, Lola in Year 4 and Amelie E also in Year 

4.  The battle continues with Mrs Gilbert, who 

just beat Fergus’ score—keep it going EVERY-

ONE, we are really seeing a difference in          

children’s maths.  

  

Staffing 

Thank you so much for all your patience and         

understanding as we seem to yet again be         

experiencing high levels of staff absence.  We are 

so fortunate that we are able to cover the classes 

with staff already known to the school, as op-

posed to different supply teachers each day, 

something so many schools have to do.             

Unfortunately both Miss Salter and Miss Jones 

will not be returning to us this term.  Miss          

Salter’s operation has taken longer to heal than 

she had hoped and she is still unable to walk - we 

wish them both a speedy recovery. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

On Friday 13th December we would like to sup-

port the Save the Children fund by wearing our 

Christmas jumpers to school for a £1 donation.  

These need to be worn with school uniform 

please.  If your child does not have a jumper but 

would still like to take part, they can wear a 

Christmas accessory such as a head band,  

Christmas socks/hat etc. so you do not need to 

rush out and buy a jumper with more expense 

just before Christmas! 

Props 

Please remember that we need all costumes in 

school by next Friday at the very latest in a 

named carrier bag.  Performers club are also 

looking for a few props. If you have any of the  

following can you please let us know: 

 a wooden mallet (gavel style) 

 Squeezy bike horn 

 High wooden stool (no back) 

Children in performers club will need their        

costumes for our Wightlink performance on             

Thursday morning so please ensure they have 

them in school. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the fayre at 

3pm, have a lovely weekend too! 

  

 



Dates for your diary 
Mon 2nd Dec Year 1 visit to Zoo 

Thurs 5th Dec   Performers club performance on Wightlink     

ferry crossing (letter to follow 

Tues 10th Dec 1.30pm & 6pm  Christmas performance  

Weds 11th Dec 1.30pm & 6pm  Christmas performance  

Friday 13th Dec Christmas jumper day 

Mon 16th Dec Year 6 to Ryde Academy to watch High School 

Musical (see letter) 

Weds 18th Dec  Christmas dinner (see letter) 

Thurs 19th Dec   Christmas parties & Christingle  

Mon 23rd Dec - Fri 3rd Jan ‘20  Christmas break 

Mon 17th - Fri 21st Feb   Half-term 

Weds 26th Feb - Mon 2nd March  Book fair 

Weds 18th - Fri 20th March  Year 4 residential (more details to follow) 

Tues 31st March 3-6.30pm Parents evening 

Weds 1st March 3-6.30pm Parents evening 

Fri 3rd April   Staff Development day (School closed to children) 

Mon 6th - Fri 17th April  Easter Break 

Mon 11th - Thurs 14th May  Year 6 SATs 

Mon 25th - Fri 29th May  Half-term 

Tues 16th - Fri 19th June   Year 6 Residential (see letter) 

Sat 27th June  Mardi Gras parade 

Thurs 9th & Fri 10th July   Transition days 

Mon 13th July  End of year reports home 

Weds 22nd July Year 6 Leavers treat 

Thurs 23rd July Year 6 Leavers assembly at 10:30, family picnic at 

12pm, school finishes at 1:30pm 

Fri 24th July Development Day (School Closed to Children) 





Attendance 

 
Attendance Last 

Week (%) 

Rolling 

Attendance since 

Sept (%) 

Yaverland 94.3 94.7 

Carisbrooke 99.3 97.4 

Bembridge 97.9 98.3 

Calbourne 100 96.8 

Newtown 97.9 96.5 

Osborne 95 97.1 

Appley 95.6 95.5 

Whole 

School 
96.9 96.6 

 Lates Last Week Lates since Sept 

Yaverland 3 15 

Carisbrooke 2 7 

Bembridge 0 6 

Calbourne 2 4 

Newtown 0 1 

Osborne 1 9 

Appley 4 20 

Whole School 12 62 

Total 

Minutes 
120 1032 

Gates open 8.35am  

Gates close 8.55am  

The class with the best 
attendance for the week 

commencing 25th 
November is… 

Carisbrooke 

 

Please keep the office 

updated regarding absences 

on a DAILY BASIS and 

remember to provide us with 

a written absence note on 

the day your child returns to 

school from an absence. If we 

do not receive this within 2 

weeks of the absence, it will 

be classed as ‘unauthorised’.. 

Our school target is 96.5% 

We are ABOVE target for this 

week, and aim for all our        

children to be at school 100% of 

the time! 

Attendance 



Menu Week 3 

Monday 

Beef Bolognaise with Spaghetti 

Soya Bolognaise with Spaghetti 

Peas & Carrots 

Pear Crumble with Custard 

Tuesday 

Cottage Pie with Gravy 

Shepherdess Pie with Gravy 

Sweetcorn & Broccoli 

Rice Pudding with Mixed        

Berries 

Wednesday 

Roast Chicken & Stuffing with 

Roast Potatoes & Gravy 

Vegetarian Wellington with 

Roast Potatoes & Gravy 

Fresh Mixed Seasonal Vegetables 

Apple, Cheese and Biscuits  

Thursday 

Chicken Pasta with         

Homemade Garlic Bread 

Five Bean Chilli with Rice 

Roasted Mixed Vegetables 

Yoghurt Station 

Friday 

Fish Fingers with Chips 

Cheese and Onion Quiche 

with Chips 

Baked Beans and Peas 

Chocolate and Mandarin 

Sponge 

Tuck 

Milk 

Toast  (2 slices) 

Portion of fruit 

Slice of Fruit Loaf 

School Dinners Cost £2.05. Please pay for these at the beginning or end of the week they are taken. 

Jacket Potatoes and baguettes 

are available to order from the 

kitchen daily. 



Achievements  

Star Pupils 

Carisbrooke Jack 

Bembridge Hector 

Calbourne Ben 

Newtown Charlotte 

Osborne Cian 

Appley Daniel 

Star Pupil Assembly is 

every Friday morning at 

9am. You are welcome to 

come and watch your child 

if they’re star pupil of the 

week! 





Coming Soon … Great Wonderfest 2020 

 

The Island’s favourite family festival is back! August 6-10, 2020! 

Featuring  

Live Music & DJs  - Big Family Entertainment & TV Stars  

Outdoor Adventure Activities – Dance, Theatre & Arts  

Wellbeing - Glamping – Local food market & Cocktail Bars  

and so much more … 

 

Yes!! Great Wonderfest returns to the glorious rolling fields of Duxmore Farm, set off the 
famous Downs Road, for a 4 day festival summer camp, jam packed with live music, enter-
tainment and fun for all the family! 

 

This is the ultimate family weekender with so much to see and do. Watch epic live bands, 
megastar DJs, TV legends and big family shows on the Main Stage. Get involved in Dance 
Workshops, Historical Re-enactments, Arts, Crafts & Slime Messy Play as well as Immersive 
Theatre around the site. You can get also active with your loved ones in the Adventure 
Field featuring an awesome Climbing Wall, a rad Skate & BMX Park plus a Football Training 
Camp, Family Cross Fit, Body Zorbing and loads more … 

 

All this plus the Scouts are back, teaching campfire skills and running a brilliant action-
packed Scout Camp programme aka ‘Scoutfest’. 

 

We also love to party at Great Wonderfest so expect banging day time pop up discos for 
kids and teens plus adult-only after parties with big name DJs! And to help get the party 
started they’ll be plenty of fun with Cocktail & Mocktail master classes and Pamper Sta-
tions with makeovers, fancy dress, and styling sessions available.  

 

For those wanting to just chill you’ll discover laid back picnic areas and a local food market 
plus Wellbeing fans will have plenty on offer with everything from massage and mindful-
ness sessions to Yoga, Pilates and Dance. 

 

There really is something for everyone at Great Wonderfest, so pop in for the day or get a 

special every day pass with our IOW Resident Ticket or come and enjoy a summer stay-

cation mini break with your family, camping under the stars for 4 nights, enjoying the great 

facilities the camp has to offer. Expect premium hot showers and spacious family pitches, 

there’s also super Accessibility services with Sensory Areas and Quiet Spaces, our  



Glamping Village is top notch with Mumma Jools hosting her gorgeous Bell Tents and Tipis 
and our big fun Camper Van field - there’s even a babysitting service c/o the wonderful 
Mortimer Nannies! 

 

You can also pimp up your experience to a VIP package with access to the Star Bar with 
Main Stage views and table service, free Yoga sessions, Hot Tubs and Saunas. 

 

The 2020 line up is well underway and we will be announcing very soon ... but don't miss 
out on our incredible early bird offer ! 

 

For more information & special offers: Greatwonderfest.com 

Follow us @greatwonderfest 

 

2019 Summary 

 
2019 saw live music from boy band royalty Busted, pop sensations The Vamps, Becky Hill 
and Conor Maynard and DJ mega stars Sigma, Jaguar Skills, Brandon Block and Mistajam, 
plus retro favourites Robin S, The Blow Monkeys and Musical Youth. 

There were big family shows everyday including Dick & Dom, Rastamouse Live, Peppa Pig & 
George, and Britain’s Got Talent stars Flawless. There was a huge Kids Field with a brilliant 
Kids Club Arts & Craft Zone, a Comic Café, a Sensory Zone, Baby Changing and a Vintage 
Fairground.  

The Scouts hosted a festival within the festival with ‘Scoutfest’, and Adventure Activities 
ran the brilliant outdoor action programme featuring Climbing Wall, Human Table Football 
and Zorbing! There really was something for everyone! 



 

 

 

 

FIRST CONTACT APPOINTMENTS 

FOR PARENTS/CARERS/YOUNG PEOPLE 

 

SEND IASS are now holding 30 minute face-to-face 

meetings on a Thursday morning to give advice or to 

set up a plan of action around your concerns. 

 

During this time you will be able to speak to either 

one of our advisors or one of our qualified volunteers.  

These face-to-face meetings will be confidential and 

all advice offered will remain impartial on all matters 

relating to SEN. 

 

 

If you would like to book a 30 minute slot please 

phone the SEND IASS office on (01983) 825548 or 

email sendiass@iow.uk 


