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Headteacher’s update 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you all so much for your wonderful       

support and contributions over the last few weeks 

to ensure we had an amazing Christmas Fayre 

last Friday. With such a small PTA, led so well 

by Mrs Dodds and Mrs Whitewood, we are never 

sure as to how successful these events are going 

to be but, yet again, the Wootton Primary School 

community pulled together and the event raised 

an incredible £1679.47 profit! All the children 

will benefit from the money raised, which we are 

currently using to enhance our computing            

opportunities for the children, so thank you         

everyone. 

Straw and Order 

I had the absolute pleasure of taking the per-

formers club yesterday on a Wightlink crossing to 

perform songs from our Christmas show. The 

children were incredible! They were so confident 

and animated, despite only learning some of the 

younger classes’ songs last week and having had 

just an hour rehearsal on Wednesday. We          

received so many compliments and raised just 

over £70 for the school.  Thank you to Mr             

Billington for the PA system, and thank you also 

to Miss Gulliver, Mr Edmunds and one of our 

governors, Mrs Bruce, for joining us.  Talking of 

the show, please ensure ALL children return for 

the evening performances next week.  The       

children have worked hard on their songs and 

dances and it makes it very difficult if children do 

not return in the evening.  Children need to be 

back to school at 5.40pm through the front door 

- please do not arrive before then as the staff will 

not be ready in their classrooms. Children then 

need to be collected at 7pm. When collecting 

please come through the front office and wait by 

your child’s classroom and exit through the 

hall. 

Christmas celebrations 

On Thursday 19th December we have a 

very exciting and busy day.  In the morning we 

will be walking to St Mark’s Church to hold our 

Christingle service.  If you are able to walk with 

us at 9am and back again to school after you will 

be able to join the service.  Unfortunately we can-

not accommodate younger siblings. If you would 

like to help please let Miss Holmes know as soon 

as possible, thank you. Please can your child 

bring an orange to school on Monday 16th 

December for them to make their own 

Christingle, thank you.  During the afternoon of 

the same day we will having our class Christmas 

parties. There will be a list outside your child’s 

classroom to sign up for a small food contribution 

to the party.  Children will have their school     

dinner as usual that day so it is just a little       

something to end their parties.  Children can 

wear their own party clothes for the day, if they 

are suitable for school. The post box will be 

placed in the hall from Monday. If your child 

would like to send their friends Christmas cards 

they can post them but they MUST ensure they 

put the name and child’s class or Year group on 

the envelope.     

Muddy Play! 

The EYFS team were overwhelmed this week by 

the incredible generosity of the Reception        

parents.  The outdoor provision for Early Years is 

just as important as the inside classroom with 

children engaging in messy play. This enables 
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development of so many areas of learning and is 

crucial in their time in Reception. However, being 

a 4 and 5 year old often means enthusiastic and 

exciting work which leads to messy uniforms! 

Since the extension of our mud kitchen we have 

been trying to think of ways to raise funds to        

purchase enough all-in-one weather suits to pro-

tect the children’s clothes. Whilst these are great, 

they come with a huge price tag! Well, Christmas 

has come early for Yaverland Class - one of the 

parents, Sarah Reed, organised a  collection from 

the Reception parents which included a kind do-

nation from MB Carpentry, and the class are now 

very proud owners of 30 all weather suits. Thank 

you so much to all of you for your generosity and 

kindness. 

Celebration assembly 

In assembly this morning we heard from our 

Year 5 and Year 6 girls’ football team, who 

played against Holy Cross Primary and won          

3-0 - well done everyone who played.  This was a 

cup match so they are now in to the next round!   

Our top 5 Timetables Rockstars this week are all 

from Year 2—well done to Rocco, Jacob, Penny, 

Lauren and Imogen.  Mrs Gilbert is still leading 

the table with a score of 214,987 but is being 

chased closely by Fergus in Year 6 with 204,480.  

We are going to be running some different           

challenges in the new year.  

  

Decorations 

A few weeks ago I was asked by Briddlesford 

Farm if the children would be able to make any 

Christmas decorations to decorate their café.  

Miss Gulliver worked hard with the arts and 

craft club and they produced some lovely            

decorations which can now be seen at              

Briddlesford Farm café.  

Help 

Do you have a few hours each week to spare? 

Would you like to support children to develop 

their reading skills? If you answer yes to both of 

these questions we would love to hear from you.  

We are in need of some more volunteers to join 

the reading crew to listen to children read and 

develop their ability to answer comprehension 

questions. We will provide training for you and 

support you to complete a DBS check which you 

will need to be able to work with children in the 

school.  If you are interested please get in touch. 

Zoo Visit 

Year 1 had a wonderful educational visit to the 

Isle of Wight Zoo on Monday.  They completed a 

range of Christmas activities as well as hearing 

about the animals, which linked to their current 

topic.  They were praised for the exemplary     

behaviour and excellent engagement throughout 

the day - well done, Year 1! 

Gifts 

As we near the end of term and the festive season, 

we know that some of you will be thinking about 

‘thank you’ gifts for staff.  Staff don’t expect pre-

sents, but I know many of the children like to give 

their teacher a little something.  If this is the case, 

and you do want to give something, staff              

appreciate cards and letters – kind words mean a 

lot, home-made gifts or donations to a charity on 

their behalf.  Please note that staff cannot accept 

cash presents.   

Please remember that this is the last week of 

clubs for this term.  Don’t forget next Friday 

is Christmas Jumper day (or Christmas           

accessory) in return for a £1 donation for Save 

the Children Fund. 

I look forward to seeing you at our performances 

next week, have a lovely weekend! 

 



Dates for your diary 
Tues 10th Dec 1.30pm & 6pm  Christmas performance  

Weds 11th Dec 1.30pm & 6pm  Christmas performance  

Friday 13th Dec Christmas jumper day 

Mon 16th Dec Year 6 to Ryde Academy to watch High School 

Weds 18th Dec  Christmas dinner (see letter) 

Thurs 19th Dec   Christmas parties & Christingle  

Mon 23rd Dec - Fri 3rd Jan ‘20  Christmas break 

2020  

Mon 17th - Fri 21st Feb   Half-term 

Weds 26th Feb - Mon 2nd March  Book fair 

Weds 18th - Fri 20th March  Year 4 residential (see letter) 

Tues 31st March 3-6.30pm Parents evening 

Weds 1st March 3-6.30pm Parents evening 

Fri 3rd April   Staff Development day (School closed to children) 

Mon 6th - Fri 17th April  Easter Break 

Mon 11th - Thurs 14th May  Year 6 SATs 

Mon 25th - Fri 29th May  Half-term 

Tues 16th - Fri 19th June   Year 6 Residential (see letter) 

Sat 27th June  Mardi Gras parade 

Thurs 9th & Fri 10th July   Transition days 

Mon 13th July  End of year reports home 

Weds 22nd July Year 6 Leavers treat 

Thurs 23rd July Year 6 Leavers assembly at 10:30, family picnic at 

12pm, school finishes at 1:30pm 

Fri 24th July Development Day (School Closed to Children) 



Attendance 

 
Attendance Last 

Week (%) 

Rolling 

Attendance since 

Sept (%) 

Yaverland 92 94.3 

Carisbrooke 96.6 97.4 

Bembridge 97.2 98 

Calbourne 96.5 97 

Newtown 97.5 96.5 

Osborne 98.7 97.2 

Appley 95.2 95.7 

Whole 

School 
96.2 96.6 

 Lates Last Week Lates since Sept 

Yaverland 5 20 

Carisbrooke 1 8 

Bembridge 2 8 

Calbourne 1 5 

Newtown 3 4 

Osborne 1 10 

Appley 2 22 

Whole School 15 77 

Total 

Minutes 
265 1297 

Gates open 8.35am  

Gates close 8.55am  

The class with the best 
attendance for the week 

commencing 2nd December 
is…. 

Calbourne 

 

Please keep the office 

updated regarding absences 

on a DAILY BASIS and 

remember to provide us with 

a written absence note on 

the day your child returns to 

school from an absence. If we 

do not receive this within 2 

weeks of the absence, it will 

be classed as ‘unauthorised’.. 

Our school target is 96.5% 

We are BELOW target for this 

week, and aim for all our        

children to be at school 100% of 

the time! 

Attendance 



Menu Week 1 

Monday 

Pork Sausage in a Hot Dog roll 

with Potato Wedges 

Quorn Sausage in a Hot Dog Roll 

with Potato Wedges 

Sweetcorn and Coleslaw 

Orange Drizzle Cake 

Tuesday 

Macaroni Cheese with        

Homemade Pizza Bread 

Chilli Con Carne 

Green Beans & Carrots 

Apple Crumble with Custard 

Wednesday 

Roast Pork with Roast             

Potatoes & Gravy 

Mixed Vegetable Loaf with 

Roast Potatoes and Gravy 

Cauliflower & Broccoli 

Oaty Cookie 

Thursday 

Chicken Pie with Mashed 

Potato and Gravy 

Vegetable Pie with Mashed 

Potato and Gravy 

Peas and Cauliflower 

Yoghurt Station 

Friday 

MSC Fish Fingers/Salmon Fish 

Fingers with Chips 

Red Pepper & Cheese Frittata 

Baked Beans & Peas 

Carrot and Courgette Cake 

Tuck 

Milk 

Toast  (2 slices) 

Portion of fruit 

Slice of Fruit Loaf 

School Dinners Cost £2.05. Please pay for these at the beginning or end of the week they are taken. 

Jacket Potatoes and baguettes 

are available to order from the 

kitchen daily. 



Achievements  

Star Pupils 

Carisbrooke Ewan 

Bembridge Chloe 

Calbourne Ella 

Newtown Sophie 

Osborne Alfie & Jack 

Appley Lily 

Star Pupil Assembly is 

every Friday morning at 

9am. You are welcome to 

come and watch your child 

if they’re star pupil of the 

week! 





A Festive Christmas Afternoon Tea and Tour 
Osborne  

 

A pre-Christmas treat for you.  
  

Enjoy with family or friends a wonderful Royal Tour of the House 
and Gardens at Osborne, then enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a 
festive afternoon tea, prepared and served in the Duchess of Kent 

Suite, the former apartment of Queen Victoria’s Mother. 

 
£59.50 per person 

 
Friday 6th / 13th / 20th December 

Saturday 7th / 14th / 21st December 
 

For full details, and to book, Contact: Elior UK Ltd 
 Tel: (01983) 298052 or email osborne.house@elior.co.uk 

 
 

 




