
 

Which sentence uses the colon correctly?
 

  Tick one.

I bought several beach toys a bucket: a spade a
ball and a kite.

I bought several beach toys a: bucket, a spade, a
ball and a kite.

I bought several beach toys: a bucket, a spade, a
ball and a kite.

I bought several: beach toys, a bucket, a spade, a
ball and a kite.

1 mark

1

 

Colons are used to introduce a list.

Write a sentence of your own that uses a colon correctly to list what you
need for school.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

1 mark

2

 

Insert a colon in the correct place in the sentence below.

The  school  offered  three  clubs  for  its  pupils  art  and

craft,  dance  and  chess.
1 mark

3

 

Insert commas and a semi-colon in the sentence below.

I  love  red  blue  yellow  and  green  he  prefers  black  white  orange  and  purple.
1 mark

4
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Why is the colon used in the sentence below?

For this decoration you will need the following things:

•   some coloured leaves
•   a piece of string
•   some conkers
•   some dried flower heads.

 

  Tick one.

to replace a missing letter

to introduce items in a list

to show you need to pause

to replace a full stop

1 mark

5

Insert a colon in the correct place in the sentence below.

Joshua  had  mastered  two  new  skateboarding  skills  he  could  do

a  perfect  aerial  jump  and  execute  a  complete  180  degree turn.
1 mark

6

Insert a colon in the correct place in the sentence below.

There are two places that I have always wanted to visit the

Arctic and Antarctica.
1 mark

7
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Tick one box to show the correct place for a colon in the sentence below.

Tom  needed  to  think  carefully  about  his  homework  it

                                                                           

looked  very  difficult.

 

1 mark

8
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Mark schemes

 

 

1 mark

1

 
Accept any appropriate list of things needed for school that uses a colon correctly after the
introductory clause and is accurately punctuated throughout, eg:

•        I need: a ruler, bag, pens.
•        On Sunday night, I pack: my PE kit; my coloured pencils for art and my pencil case.
•        These are the things that I need for school: exercise books, textbooks, pen, pencil and

ruler.

Do not accept capitalisation after the colon.

Do not accept omitted commas (or semi-colons) between items in the list.

Do not accept a list (including a bulleted list) that is not a full sentence.

1 mark

2

 
Award 1 mark for a correctly placed colon.

The school offered three clubs for its pupils: art and craft, dance and chess.

1 mark

3

 
I love red, blue, yellow and green; he prefers black, white, orange and purple.

Do not accept ‘serial’ commas placed before ‘and’.

1 mark

4

 
 

to introduce items in a list

 

1 mark

5

Award 1 mark for the correctly placed colon.

Joshua had mastered two new skateboarding skills: he could do a

perfect aerial jump and execute a complete 180 degree turn.

1 mark

6
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Award 1 mark for a correctly placed colon.

There are two places that I have always wanted to visit: the Arctic and Antarctica.

1 mark

7

 

Tom needed to think carefully about his homework it

                                                                      
looked very difficult.

1 mark

8
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