
Which sentence is punctuated correctly?
  Tick one.

Our parents always say “work hard and do
your best.”

Our parents always say, “work hard and do
your best.”

Our parents always say, “Work hard and do
your best.”

Our parents always say “Work hard and do
your best.”

1 mark

1

Add two commas to the sentence below to make it clear that Ana has four
favourite things.

Ana’s favourite things are camping holidays cycling and swimming.
1 mark

2

 

Tick one box in each row to show how the commas are used in each
sentence.

 

Sentence

Commas
are used

to separate
items in a list

Commas
are used

to separate
clauses

Butterflies, moths and bees are all
winged insects.

   

Ana’s class, which is the largest, is
usually the quietest.

   

When Dad bakes biscuits, Jackie
always helps.

   

1 mark

3
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Tick one box in each row to show whether the commas are used correctly
in the sentence.

 

Sentence
Commas

used
correctly

Commas
used

incorrectly

The blackbird, which nests in sheltered places,
lays several eggs at a time.

   

Her hobbies include walking, gardening,
sewing and reading.

   

My bag filled, with chocolates and sweets fell
onto the floor.

   

My case is heavy because I have shoes,
clothes, books, and a gift, for my friend in it.

   

1 mark

4

 

Insert commas in the correct places in the sentence below.

I  gave  Zak  a  magazine  two  packs  of  stickers  some  pens

and  a  drink.
1 mark

5
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Explain how the use of commas changes the meaning in the two
sentences.

Mangoes, which are grown in hot countries, taste delicious.

Mangoes which are grown in hot countries taste delicious.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

1 mark

6

Insert a comma in the correct place in the sentence below.

Although he was the youngest Tom was one of the tallest.
1 mark

7

 

Insert a pair of commas in the correct place in the sentence below.

Jenna   a   very   gifted   singer   won   the   talent

competition   that   was   held   in   her   local   theatre.
1 mark

8
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Tick the option that correctly completes the sentence below.

___________________________ an official Olympic sport at

the Winter Olympics in Japan.
 

  Tick one.

In 1998 snowboarding became,

In 1998 snowboarding, became

In, 1998 snowboarding became

In 1998, snowboarding became

1 mark

9

Explain how the comma changes the meaning of the second sentence.

1.  I asked if Jake Thomas and Lily were coming to the barbecue.

2.  I asked if Jake, Thomas and Lily were coming to the barbecue.

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

1 mark

10
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Mark schemes

Award 1 mark for the correct box ticked.

Our parents always say, “Work hard and do your best.”    

1 mark

1

Award 1 mark for two correctly placed commas.

Ana’s favourite things are camping, holidays, cycling and swimming.

1 mark

2

 
Award 1 mark for all three correct.

 

Sentence

Commas
are used to

separate items
in a list

Commas
are used

to separate
clauses

Butterflies, moths and bees
are all winged insects.

   

Ana’s class, which is the
largest, is usually the quietest.

   

When Dad bakes biscuits,
Jackie always helps.

   

1 mark

3

 
Award 1 mark for a correctly completed table.

 

Sentence
Commas

used
correctly

Commas
used

incorrectly

The blackbird, which nests in sheltered
places, lays several eggs at a time.

 

Her hobbies include walking, gardening,
sewing and reading.

 

My bag filled, with chocolates and sweets fell
onto the floor.

 

My case is heavy because I have shoes,
clothes, books, and a gift, for my friend in it.

 

1 mark

4
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Award 1 mark for two correctly placed commas.

I gave Zak a magazine, two packs of stickers, some pens and a drink.

Do not accept the use of the serial comma, eg:

I gave Zak a magazine, two packs of stickers, some pens, and a drink.

1 mark

5

 
Award 1 mark for an explanation of the meaning of both sentences, e.g.

•        The commas in the first sentence mean that all mangoes taste delicious/all mangoes are
grown in hot countries.
There are no commas in the second sentence, so it means that only mangoes grown in hot
countries taste delicious.

Also accept responses that are not written in full sentences.

Do not accept responses that explain only one sentence.

Do not accept responses that discuss the function of the commas without fully explaining the
effect on the meaning, e.g.

•        There are commas in the first sentence so those words aren’t important.

1 mark

6

Award 1 mark for a correctly placed comma.

Although he was the youngest, Tom was one of the tallest.

1 mark

7

 
Award 1 mark for a correctly placed pair of commas.

Jenna, a very gifted singer, won the talent competition that was held in her local theatre.

1 mark

8

 

In 1998, snowboarding became    

1 mark

9

Award 1 mark for an explanation that there are three named people in the second sentence, e.g.

•         In the second one there are three people called Jake, Thomas and Lily.
•         There are more people in the second sentence.
•         In the first one, there are two people and in the second one there are three.
•         1. Two people 2. Three people

10
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Also accept responses that demonstrate understanding without referring to the second
sentence, e.g.

•         There are only two people called Jake Thomas and Lily in the first sentence.
•         In the first one, Thomas is Jake’s surname and not another person .

Do not accept responses that do not explain specifically how the meaning has changed, e.g.

•         It uses it for a list.
•         It changes the number of people.

There are no spelling or punctuation requirements for this question.

1 mark
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