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Headteacher’s update 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you so much to Mrs Dodds and Mrs Ben-

ton who supported the staff last Friday to ensure 

that the PJS and popcorn event was a great suc-

cess.  The children were so well behaved and 

looked like they had a great time, thank you to 

all who attended. 

Fundraising 

We are always so very grateful to the fund rais-

ing events which bring extra income in to school.  

Sadly we are becoming more and more reliant on 

the generous donations given to supplement the 

things we do in school.  During the weekend of 

the 2nd and 3rd May, Catherine Brace, Lola and 

Caleb’s mum, is completing a sponsored walk to 

raise funds for the school.  She is completing a 

challenge which starts in Chale and ends in Cha-

le and involves a 106km walk with 2,000 metre 

climb which she aims to complete in 20-22 hours. 

If you would like to sponsor her please let the of-

fice know—every little penny helps and makes a 

difference to the experiences your children re-

ceive at school. 

World Book Day 

Due to joining Year 5 on their visit yesterday, I 

sadly missed the incredible costumes the children 

wore to school to celebrate World Book Day.  

Thank you so much for supporting this event - I 

have heard from all the staff that the children 

looked incredible and had a great day exploring a 

range of reading activities.  Many congratula-

tions to  Emily-Rose in Reception, Ewan in Year 

1, Darrell in Year 2, Charley in Year 3, Anneke in 

Year 4 and Daniel in Year 6, who were chosen for 

their class with the most thoughtful and book-

linked costume and received a book prize in re-

turn.  Miss Paterson said this was a really diffi-

cult decision for staff as so many children could 

have won a prize, so well done to everyone and a 

big thank you to the staff and yourselves for mak-

ing such a super effort!  

As reading is our big focus in school this year we 

would like to continue to encourage children to 

read as much as possible at home.  We would like 

to join other schools by participating in the 

’Share a Million Stories’ campaign.   Please see 

the information attached to the newsletter and in 

your child’s reading diary.  

Your child’s class text and topics can be found on 

the overviews on the website within your child’s 

class page.  Your child may like to visit the       

library to explore books associated with their top-

ic.  

Active Travel Week 

Next week we are supporting wightcycle.co.uk 

who will be promoting active travel to school.  

Children will be encouraged to walk, cycle or 

scooter to school in return for the chance to win a 

prize.  Water bottles will be up for grabs but also 

the opportunity for the school to win a prize too.  

You may recall previously the school won the use 

of a cycle track at the summer fair and Chloe in 

Year 5 won an amazing scooter. Please try and be 

active getting to and from school next week - good 

luck! 

Celebration assembly 

In assembly this morning we heard from Millie in 

Year 1, who is now an official mermaid having 

completed swimming lessons with a mermaid 

tail,, from Lizzie In Year 6, who was awarded the 

star  player with Pompey football camp during 

half-term and from Violet S in Year 4, who has 
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 been awarded her 3rd Kup red stripe belt which 

includes learning Korean  - well done to both of 

you!  

Our top 5 Times tables Rockstars this week are - 

Ethan R in Year 5, Elliott in Year 2, Bailey in 

Year 4, Theo R in Year 3 and Izabella in Year 4 - 

keep up the hard work everyone! 

Athletics 

This week Mrs Fish and Miss Gulliver took our 

newly recruited athletics team to compete in a 

athletics competition and, despite having very 

little practice, they came fourth - congratulations 

to Lily-Mae, Violet S, Amelie C, Lola, Katie, 

Ethan, Jimi and Jack from Year 4, and Poppy, 

Laura, Ben and Owen from Year 3. 

Year 5 

We had a wonderful visit to the Science Centre in 

Winchester yesterday.  Year 5 children displayed 

exemplary behaviour which was so apparent com-

pared to several other schools who were there at 

the same time as us.  The children thoroughly 

engaged in all the activities and showed a great 

work ethic and enthusiasm to learn.  Well done 

Year 5 and thank you to the staff involved.   

Parents Evenings 

Please remember to sign up for a session to meet 

with your child’s teacher.  Appointment times are 

displayed by your child’s classroom with the ex-

ception of Year 4 which can be found in the hall. 

Coronavirus  

Educational settings across the country are given 

a daily update from the DfE in conjunction with 

Public Health to ensure that we are given the 

correct advice and protocol for providing a safe 

school during the Coronavirus outbreak.  In as-

sembly this week the children have been shown 

the correct handwashing procedure to use and 

they are reminded to wash their hands regularly 

throughout the day. We have purchased tissues 

for every class and again reminded the children 

to ‘catch it, bin it, wash it’.  We have been unable 

to source any hand sanitiser on the Island and 

have now been informed that the limited stock 

they have left centrally is being kept for hospitals 

and doctor surgeries.  I will continue to update 

you of any changes in managing this within 

school as soon as I receive them. 

Payments 

It is vital that all school payments are received 

by next week please at the VERY latest.  Miss 

Wetherick has the task of completing the budget 

for the school year end and submit this to the Lo-

cal Authority and DfE.  It is crucial that this re-

flects the accurate accounts for the school and if 

we still have outstanding payments we will be 

penalised.  Therefore please can you clear any 

dinner or visit balances you may have outstand-

ing. 

PTA Meeting 

On Monday evening, the PTA will be holding a 

short meeting to plan the Easter Fair which is 

due to be held on Thursday 2nd April at 3pm.  If 

you are able to help at this or offer your help with 

the preparation, please come along to the meet-

ing at 7pm, at the Cedars.   

In the meantime, have a lovely weekend. 

 

 



Dates for your diary 
Tues 17th March  NHS Reception and Year 6 height and weight 

check (see letter) 

Weds 18th - Fri 20th March  Year 4 residential (see letters) 

Mon 23rd March  Carnival club reminisce tea party @ 2.30pm 

Thurs 26th March Year 3 visit to Brading Roman Villa (see letter) 

Tues 31st March 3-6.45pm Parents evening 

Weds 1st April 3-6.45pm Parents evening 

Thurs 2nd April Easter tea party @ 3pm (more detail to follow) 

Fri 3rd April   Staff Development day (School closed to children) 

Mon 6th - Fri 17th April  Easter Break 

Thurs 23rd April Year 5 Space Camp sleepover (letter to follow) 

Fri 8th May Bank Holiday (NOT Monday 4th May) 

Mon 11th - Thurs 14th May  Year 6 SATs 

Tues 19th—Fri 22nd May Year 6 Residential 

Mon 25th - Fri 29th May  Half-term 

Fri 12th & Sat 13th June Choice of Mardi Gras workshops (more details to 

follow) 

Sat 27th June  Mardi Gras parade 

Mon 29th June Year 5 Medina taster day to Medina (letter to follow) 

Weds 15th & Thurs 16th July   Transition days 

Mon 13th July  End of year reports home 

Weds 22nd July Year 6 Leavers treat 

Thurs 23rd July Year 6 Leavers assembly at 10:30, family picnic at 

12pm, school finishes at 1:30pm 

Fri 24th July Development Day (School Closed to Children) 



Attendance 

 
Attendance Last 

Week (%) 

Rolling 

Attendance since 

Sept (%) 

Yaverland 95.2 94.8 

Carisbrooke 90.3 96.7 

Bembridge 96.3 97 

Calbourne 95.6 96.6 

Newtown 96.7 97 

Osborne 96.3 96 

Appley 97.5 95.9 

Whole 

School 
95.4 96.3 

 Lates Last Week Lates since Sept 

Yaverland 4 45 

Carisbrooke 1 16 

Bembridge 3 20 

Calbourne 0 8 

Newtown 0 7 

Osborne 2 16 

Appley 5 34 

Whole School 15 145 

Total 

Minutes 
102 1857 

Gates open 8.35am  

Gates close 8.55am 
 

The class with the best 
attendance for the week 

commencing 2nd March is… 

Newtown 

Please keep the office 

updated regarding absences 

on a DAILY BASIS and 

remember to provide us with 

a written absence note on 

the day your child returns to 

school from an absence. If we 

do not receive this within 2 

weeks of the absence, it will 

be classed as ‘unauthorised’. 

Our school target is 96.5% 

We are BELOW target for this 

week, and aim for all our        

children to be at school 100% of 

the time! 

Attendance 



Menu Week 3 

Monday 

Cheese and Tomato French 

Bread Pizza 

Five Bean Chilli with Rice 

Sweetcorn 

Broccoli 

Oaty Cookie 

Tuesday 

Spaghetti Beef Bolognaise 

Vegetable Bolognaise 

Swede 

Carrot 

Banana Sponge and Custard 

Wednesday 

Roast Pork with Roast Pota-

toes and Gravy 

Vegetable wellington with 

Roast Potatoes and Gravy 

Carrots 

Peas 

Apple, Cheese and Crackers 

Thursday  

Chicken Stir Fry with Noo-

dles 

Vegetarian Stir Fry with 

Noodles 

Green Beans 

Cauliflower 

Yoghurt Station 

Friday 

Fish in Batter with Chips 

Cheese Frittata with Chips 

Baked Beans 

Peas 

Chocolate and Orange      

Brownie 

Tuck 

Milk 

Toast  (2 slices) 

Portion of fruit 

 

School Dinners Cost £2.05. Please pay for these at the beginning or end of the week they are taken. 

Jacket Potatoes and baguettes 

are available to order from the 

kitchen daily. 



Achievements  

Star Pupils 

Carisbrooke Poppy 

Bembridge Thea 

Calbourne Bluebelle 

Newtown Lily-Mae 

Osborne Lacey 

Appley Blake 

Star Pupil Assembly is 

every Friday morning at 

9am. You are welcome to 

come and watch your child 

if they’re star pupil of the 

week! 







 

Family Activities On the Isle of Wight 

at Osborne and Carisbrooke 

2020 

All events are free to English Heritage Members and just normal entry fees apply for non-members 

except for the events with a * where supplementary charges will be applied for members and an 

event price for non-members. 

At Osborne House 

15th February – 23rd February Half Term event: Get Hands on With History: Country 
House – come and meet the butler, create napkin art, join 
our etiquette school and more.  

7th and 8th March Family Activities: World Book Day/Mothering Sunday 
crafts and activities. 

4th April – 19th April Easter Adventure Quest 

26th May – 28th May The Great Victorian Show 

20th and 21st June* Blooming Gardens Weekend including a family craft tent 

25th and 26th July Family Activities: Seaside theme activities 

August Punch And Judy 

26th and 27th September Family Activities: Autumn theme 

26th to 30th October Victorian Falconry 

28th and 29th November* Victorian Christmas 

December Date TBC Family Activities: Christmas Crafts 

At Carisbrooke Castle  

15th February – 23rd February Get Hands On With History - Outdoor Adventures 

4th April – 19th April Easter Adventure Quest 

8th, 9th and 10th May Family Activity Weekend 

23rd May – 31st May Get Hands On With History: Normans and Saxons 

27th and 28th June* Open Air Shakespeare Event : Hamlet 
Activities for children pre-show and during the interval 

11th and 12th July Family Activity Weekend 

25th July – 2nd August Summer Kids Fun 

4th August – 6th August* A Civil War event 

18th August – 20th August* Legendary Joust 

25th August – 27th August* Legendary Joust 

24th to 31st October Spooky Carisbrooke Castle 

5th and 6th December Christmas Market 
 



 

Our Amazing Night Sky 

 
 

Paul England from the Island Planetarium at Fort 

Victoria will be bringing his mobile planetarium to 

Aspire Ryde in Dover Street on Thursday 12th 

March.   

He will present a half-hour introduction to what can 

be seen in the sky on these winter evenings, suitable 

for anyone from 8 to 80.   

 

Tickets £1.50 per person.    

 

Book online to ensure you get a space.    

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/aspire-ryde   

 

Talks starting at 2.30, 3.30 and 4.30, with additional 

talks if there is sufficient demand.   

 

Aspire Ryde's Pure Ground Café will be serving hot 

and cold drinks and cakes throughout the afternoon. 
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Dear Parents & Carers 
 
From 27 February-29 March, we are supporting World Book Day’s Share A Million Stories 
campaign, championing the importance of sharing stories and for the chance to win £1,000 
of books for our school.  
 
Why Share a Story? 
Sharing a story for just 10 minutes a day can have a lasting impact on a child’s future, 
and can help to create readers for life. 
 
How can you take part? 
On World Book Day, your child will receive their Share A Million Stories Reading Record, 
to tick-off how many stories they’re sharing at home and at school (including their curriculum 
books, audiobooks, magazines, comics or graphic novels), which we can then add to our 
school total, which feeds into the live national total. 
 
Why is this campaign so vital? 

- Sadly, reading for pleasure is in decline: only 29% of 0-13s read for pleasure daily 

(down from 30% in 2017). Children’s Reading for Pleasure: Trends and Challenges, 

Egmont, 2019 

- The number of parents sharing stories with their children is also in steep decline: 

only 56% of 3-4-year-olds are read to daily or nearly every day (v. 69% in 2013). 

- Fewer than 19% of 8-10-year-olds are read to daily or nearly every day (down 

from 25%). Understanding the Children’s Book Consumer Nielsen, 2018 

So, let’s boost reading for pleasure back up! There are so many benefits to sharing 
stories together:  
 

 It boosts creativity and imagination 

 It’s a calming, bonding experience that improves well-being 

 It builds empathy and closeness 

 It’s great fun for everyone involved! 

World Book Day needs ALL of our support and we look forward to helping them reach 
their goal of one million stories shared nationwide – and the opportunity to win an amazing 
new supply of books for our school worth £1,000! Find out more at worldbookday.com/share-
a-million-stories. 
 
 
Thank you for taking part! 
 




