
Age-Related Expectations 

What should I be able to show that I can do by the time I finish Year 1? 

Speaking and Listening; I should be able to show that I can… 

Speak clearly and confidently in front of people in my 
class 

Start a conversation with an adult I know well or with 
my friends 

Re-tell a well-known story and remember the main 
characters 

Listen carefully to the things other people have to say in 
a group 

Hold attention when playing and learning with others Join in with conversation in a group 

Keep to the main topic when we are talking in a group Join in with role play 

Ask questions in order to get more information 

 

Reading; I should be able to show that I can… 

Listen to and discuss a wide range of poems, stories and 
non-fiction at a level beyond that at which I can read 

independently 

Correct inaccurate reading as I read 

Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes 
for all 40+ phonemes, including alternative sounds for 

graphemes 

Discuss the significance of the title and events 

Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words Explain clearly my understanding of what its read to me 

Read common exception words Ask questions and express opinions about main events 
and characters in a story 

Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with my 
developing knowledge and that don’t require me to use 

other strategies to work out words 

Predict what might happen on the basis of what has 
been read so far 

Check that the text makes sense to me as I read Become very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales 
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Writing; I should be able to show that I can… 

Spell words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already 
taught 

Sequence sentences to form short narratives 

Name the letters of the alphabet in order Re-read what I have written to check that it makes 
sense 

Write from memory simple dictated sentences that 
include words using the grapheme/phoneme 

correspondence and common exception words taught so 
far 

Begin to use capital letters, full stops, question marks 
and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences 

Begin to form lower case letters in the correct direction, 
starting and finishing in the right place 



Age-Related Expectations 

What should I be able to show that I can do by the time I finish Year 1? 

Mathematics – Number and Calculation;               I 
should be able to show that I can … 

Mathematics – Measurement and Geometry;    I 
should be able to show that I can … 

Count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, 
beginning with 0 or 1, or from any given number 

Compare, describe and solve practical problems for 
lengths and heights (e.g. long/short, longer/shorter, 

tall/short, double/half) 

Count, read and write numbers to 100 in numerals, and 
count in multiples of twos, fives and tens 

Compare, describe and solve practical problems for 
mass or weight (e.g. heavy/light, heavier than/lighter 

than) 

Given a number, identify one more or one less Compare, describe and solve practical problems for 
capacity and volume (e.g. full/empty, more than/less 

than, quarter)  

Represent and use number bonds and related subtraction 
facts within 20 

Compare, describe and solve practical problems for time 
(e.g. quicker/slower, earlier/later) 

Use concrete objects, pictorial representations and arrays 
with the support of the teacher to solve one step 

problems involving multiplication and division 

Tell the time to the hour and half past the hour, drawing 
the hands on a clock face to show these times 

Recognise, find and name a half as one of two equal parts 
of an object, shape or quantity 

Recognise and name common 2D shapes, e.g. rectangles 
(including squares), circles and triangles 

 Recognise and name common 3D shapes, e.g. cuboids 
(including cubes), pyramids and spheres 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Age-Related Expectations 

What should I be able to show that I can do by the time I finish Year 1? 

Science – working scientifically; I should be 
able to show that I can … 

Science – Biology; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Ask simple scientific questions Name a variety of common wild and garden plants 

Use simple equipment to make observations Name the petals, stem, leaf and root of a plant 

Carry out simple tests Name the roots, trunk, branches and leaves of a tree 

Identify and classify things Name a variety of animals including fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals 

Suggest what I have found out Classify and name animals by what they eat (carnivore, 
herbivore, omnivore) 

Use simple data to answer questions Sort animals into categories including fish, amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and mammals 

Sort living and non-living things 

Name the parts of the human body that I can see 

Link the correct part of the human body to each sense 

 

 

 

Science – Chemistry; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Science – Physics; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Distinguish between an object and the material it is made 
from 

Observe and comment on changes in the seasons 

Explain the materials that an object is made from Name the seasons and suggest the type of weather in 
each season 

Name wood, plastic, glass, metal, water and rock 

Describe the properties of everyday materials 

Group objects based on the materials they are made from 


