
Age-Related Expectations 

What should I be able to show that I can do by the time I finish Year 3? 

Speaking and Listening; I should be able to show that I can… 

Sequence and communicate ideas in an organised and 
logical way, always using complete sentences 

Show that I have listened carefully because I make 
relevant comments 

Vary the amount of detail and choice of vocabulary, 
depending on the purpose and the audience 

Present ideas or information to an audience 

Take a full part in paired and group discussions Recognise that meaning can be expressed in different 
ways, depending on the context 

Show that I am beginning to know when Standard 
English is required and use it 

perform poems from memory adapting expression 
and tone as appropriate 

Retell a story using narrative language and add relevant 
detail 

 

Reading; I should be able to show that I can … 

Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of 
books 

Identify cause and effect in narrative and non-fiction 

Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words I have 
read 

Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justify 

inferences with evidence 

read further exception words, noting the unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound, and 

where these occur in the word 

Predict what might happen from details stated and 
implied 

Summarise main details from more than one paragraph 
in a few sentences, using vocabulary from the text 

Begin to discuss how language, structure and 
presentation help the reader to understand the text 

Retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts Listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and reference/text books 
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Writing; I should be able to show that I can … 

Understand and apply the concepts of word structure Use headings and sub-headings to aid presentation 

Begin to use joined handwriting throughout 
independent writing 

Use the forms ‘a’ or ‘an’ according to whether the 
next word begins with a consonant or a vowel 

Organise paragraphs around a theme Express time, place and cause using conjunctions 

In narratives, create settings, characters and plot Introduce inverted commas to punctuate direct 
speech 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors Use the present perfect form of verbs instead of the 
simple past 
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Mathematics – Number and Calculation;               
I should be able to show that I can … 

Mathematics – Measurement and Geometry;    I 
should be able to show that I can … 

Count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 and 100 Measure, compare, add and subtract lengths 
(m/cm/mm), mass (kg/g) and volume/capacity (l/ml) 

Work out if a given number is greater or less than 10 or 
100 

Add and subtract amounts of money to give change, 
using both £ and p in practical contexts 

Recognise the place value of each digit in a three-digit 
number (hundreds, tens and ones) 

Tell and write the time from an analogue clock, 12 
hour and 24 hour clocks 

Solve number problems and practical problems 
involving the ideas learnt 

Identify right angles and recognise that two right-
angles make a half-turn, three make three-quarters of 

a turn and four a complete turn.  I can identify 
whether angles are greater or less than a right angle Add and subtract numbers mentally, including a three-

digit number and ones/tens/hundreds 

Interpret and present data using bar charts, pictograms 
and tables 

Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 
4 and 8 multiplication tables 

Write and calculate mathematical statements for 
multiplication and division using the multiplication 
tables that I know, including for two-digit numbers 

times one-digit numbers, using mental and progressing 
to formal written methods 

Count up and down in tenths; recognising that tenths 
arise from dividing an object into 10 equal parts and in 

dividing one-digit numbers or quantities by 10 

Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of 
objects: unit fractions and non-unit fractions with small 

denominators 

Recognise and show, using diagrams, equivalent 
fractions with small denominators 
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Science – working scientifically; I should be 
able to show that I can … 

Science – Biology; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Ask relevant scientific questions Describe the function of different parts of flowering 
plants and trees 

Use observations and knowledge to answer scientific 
questions 

Explore and describe the needs of different plants for 
survival 

Set up a simple enquiry to explore a scientific question Explore and describe how water is transported within 
plants 

Set up a test to compare two things Describe the plant life cycle, especially the importance 
of flowers 

Set up a fair test and explain why it is fair Explain the importance of a nutritious, balanced diet 

Make careful and accurate observations, including the 
use of standard units 

Explain how nutrients, water and oxygen are 
transported within animals and humans 

Use equipment, including thermometers and data 
loggers to make measurements 

Describe and explain the skeletal system of a human 

Gather, record, classify and present data in different 
ways to answer scientific questions 

Describe and explain the muscular system of a human 

Use diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables; using 
scientific language 

Describe the purpose of the skeleton in humans and 
animals 

Use findings to report in different ways, including oral 
and written explanations/presentations 

Science – Physics; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Draw conclusions and suggest improvements Describe what dark is ( the absence of light) 

Make a prediction and give a reason for it Explain that light is needed in order to see 

Identify differences, similarities and changes related to 
an enquiry 

Explain that light is reflected from a surface 

Science – Physics; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Explain and demonstrate how a shadow is formed; 
explore shadow size and explain 

Compare and group rocks based on their appearance 
and physical properties, giving a reason 

Explain the danger of direct sunlight and describe how 
to keep protected 

Describe how fossils are formed Explore and describe how objects move on different 
surfaces 

Describe how soil is made Explain how some forces require contact and some do 
not, giving examples 

Describe and explain the difference between 
sedimentary and igneous rock 

Explore and explain how objects attract and repel in 
relation to objects and other magnets 

Predict whether objects will be magnetic and carry out 
an enquiry to test this out 

 

 


