
Age-Related Expectations 

What should I be able to show that I can do by the time I finish Year 5? 

Speaking and Listening; I should be able to show that I can… 

Engage the listener by varying my expression and 
vocabulary 

Use Standard English in formal discussions 

Adapt my spoken language depending on the audience, 
purpose or context 

Show that I am beginning to use hypothetical language 
to consider more than one possible outcome or 

solution 

Develop my ideas and opinions, providing relevant 
detail 

Perform my own compositions, using appropriate 
intonation and volume so that meaning is clear 

Express my point of view Perform poems or plays from memory, making careful 
choices about how I convey ideas and adapting my 

expression and tone 

Show that I understand the main points, including 
implied meanings in a discussion 

Begin to select the appropriate register according to 
the context 

Listen carefully in discussions, making contributions and 
asking questions that are responsive to others’ ideas 

and views 

 

Reading; I should be able to show that I can … 

Make simple links between age-appropriate texts and 
their audience, purpose, time and culture 

Provide reasoned justifications for my views about a 
book 

Apply my growing knowledge of root words, prefixes 
and suffixes both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words I meet 

Begin to make links between the author’s use of 
language and inferences 

Check that the book I am reading makes sense to me, 
discussing my understanding and exploring the meaning 

of words in context 

Discuss and evaluate the intended impact of the 
language used, with reference to the text 

Summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph, identifying key details that support these 

ideas 

Show that I am increasingly familiar with a wide range 
of books, including; myths, legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, fiction from other literary 

heritage and books from other cultures and traditions 

Retrieve, record and present information from non-
fiction texts 

Participate in discussions about books that have been 
read to me and those that I have read independently 
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Writing; I should be able to show that I can … 

Use knowledge of morphology and etymology in spelling 
and understand that the spelling of some words needs 

to be learnt specifically 

Describe settings, characters and atmosphere 

Select a handwriting style appropriate to the task use further organisational and presentational devices 
top structure my writing and to guide the reader (e.g. 

headings, bullet points, underlining) 

Identify the audience for, and purpose of my writing Convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes 
(e.g. –ate, -ise, ify) 

Select the appropriate form and use other similar 
writing as models for my own 

Indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs (e.g. 
perhaps, surely) or modal verbs (e.g. might, should, 

will, must) 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph (e.g. 
then, after that, this, firstly) 

Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing 

Use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity 
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Mathematics – Number and Calculation;               
I should be able to show that I can … 

Mathematics – Measurement and Geometry;    I 
should be able to show that I can … 

Read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 
1,000,000 and determine the value of each digit 

Convert between different units of metric measures 
(e.g. km and m, cm and m, cm and mm, g and kg, l and 

ml) 

Interpret negative numbers in context, count forwards 
and backwards with positive and negative whole 

numbers through zero 

Measure and calculate the perimeter of composite 
rectilinear shapes in cm and m 

Add and subtract whole numbers with more than 4 
digits, including using formal written methods 

(columnar addition and subtraction) 

Calculate and compare the area of rectangles 
(including squares) and including using standard units, 

square cm and square m  

Add and subtract increasingly large numbers mentally 
(e.g. 12, 462 – 2,300 = 10,162) 

Draw given angles and measure them in degrees (°) 

Complete, read and interpret information in tables, 
including timetables 

Distinguish between regular and irregular polygons 
based on reasoning about equal sides and angles 

Identify multiples and factors, including finding all factor 
pairs of a number, and common factors of two numbers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division including using my 

knowledge of factors and multiples, squares and cubes 

Solve problems involving multiplication and division, 
including scaling by simple fractions and problems 

involving simple rates 

Compare and order fractions whose denominators are 
all multiples of the same number 

Read and write decimal numbers as fractions (e.g. 0.71 = 
71/100) 

Read, write, order and compare numbers with up to 
three decimal places 

Solve problems which require knowing percentage and 
decimal equivalents of 1/2, 1/4, 1/5, 2/5 and 4/5 and 

those with a denominator of a multiple of 10 or 25 
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Science – working scientifically; I should be able 
to show that I can … 

Science – Chemistry; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Plan different types of scientific enquiry Compare and group materials based on their properties (e.g. 
hardness, solubility, transparency, conductivity [electric and 

thermal] and responsiveness to magnets) 

Control variables in an enquiry Describe haw an material dissolves to form a solution, 
explaining the process of dissolving 

Measure accurately and precisely using a range of equipment Describe and show how to recover a substance from a 
solution 

Record data and results using scientific diagrams and labels, 
classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs 

Describe and demonstrate how some materials can be 
separated (e.g. through filtering, sieving, and evaporating) 

Use the outcome of test results to make predictions and set 
up a further comparative fair test 

Show that I know and can demonstrate that some changes 
are reversible and some are not 

Report findings from enquiries in a range of ways Explain how some changes result  in the formation of a new 
material and that this is usually irreversible 

Explain a conclusion from an enquiry Discuss reversible and irreversible changes 

Explain causal relationships in an enquiry Give evidenced reasons why materials should be used for 
specific purposes 

Relate the outcome from an enquiry to scientific knowledge in 
order to state whether evidence supports or refutes an 

argument or theory 

Science – Physics; I should be able to show that I 
can … 

Read, spell and pronounce scientific vocabulary accurately Describe and explain the movement of the Earth and other 
planets relative to the Sun 

Science – Biology; I should be able to show that I 
can … 

Describe and explain the movement of the Moon relative to 
the Earth 

Describe the life-cycle of different living things, e.g. mammal, 
amphibian, insect, bird. 

Explain and demonstrate how night and day are created 

Describe the differences between different life cycles Describe the Sun, Earth and Moon (using the term spherical) 

Describe the process of reproduction in plants Explain what gravity is and its impact on our lives 

Describe the process of reproduction in animals Identify and explain the effect of air resistance 

Create a timeline to indicate stages of growth in humans Identify and explain the effect of water resistance 

identify and explain the effect of friction 

Explain how levers, pulleys and gears allow a smaller force to 
have a greater effect 

 


