
Age-Related Expectations 

What should I be able to show that I can do by the time I finish Year 6? 

Speaking and Listening; I should be able to show that I can… 

Talk confidently and fluently in a range of situations, 
using formal and Standard English, if necessary  

Sustain and argue a point of view in a debate, using the 
formal language of persuasion 

Ask questions to develop ideas and take account of 
others’ views 

Express possibilities using hypothetical and speculative 
language  

Explain ideas and opinions giving reasons and evidence Engage listeners through choosing appropriate 
vocabulary and register that is matched to the context 

Take an active part in discussion and can take on 
different roles 

perform my own compositions, using appropriate 
intonation, volume and expression so that literal and 

implied meaning are clear  

Listen to, and consider the opinions of, others in 
discussions 

Perform poems and plays from memory, making 
deliberate choices about how to convey ideas about 

characters, contexts and atmosphere 

Make contributions to discussions, evaluating others’ 
ideas and responding to them 

 

Reading; I should be able to show that I can … 

Understand how age-appropriate texts relate to their 
audience, purpose, time and culture, and refer specific 

aspects of the text to exemplify this 

Provide reasoned justifications for my views about a 
book 

Apply my growing knowledge of root words, prefixes 
and suffixes both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words I meet 

Refer to text to support my predictions and opinions, 
expanding my responses to provide evidence and 

explanation 

Check that the book I am reading makes sense to me, 
discussing my understanding and exploring the meaning 

of words in context 

Compare and discuss accounts of the same event, 
character, setting and viewpoints in texts, exploring a 

similar theme or topic, or written in a similar genre 

Summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph, identifying key details that support these 

ideas 

Show that I am increasingly familiar with a wide range of 
books, including; myths, legends and traditional stories, 
modern fiction, fiction from other literary heritage and 

books from other cultures and traditions 

Retrieve, record and present information from non-
fiction texts 

Participate in discussions about books that have been 
read to me and those that I have read independently 
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Writing; I should be able to show that I can … 

Use a dictionary to check the spelling and meaning of 
words 

Use further organisational and presentational devices 
top structure my writing and to guide the reader (e.g. 

headings, bullet points, underlining) 

Choose which shape of a letter to use when given 
choices and decide whether or not to join specific 

letters 

Understand and apply the difference between 
vocabulary typical of informal speech and vocabulary 

appropriate for formal speech and writing 

Identify the audience for, and purpose of my writing Use the passive voice to affect the presentation of 
information in a sentence 

Select the appropriate form and use other similar 
writing as models for my own 

Use layout devices such as headings, sub-headings, 
columns, bullets or tables to structure text 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors Use the colon to introduce a list 

Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing 

Punctuate bullet points to list information 

Describe settings, characters and atmosphere 
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Mathematics – Number and Calculation;               
I should be able to show that I can … 

Mathematics – Measurement and Geometry;    I 
should be able to show that I can … 

Round any whole number to a required degree of 
accuracy 

Use, read, write and convert between standard units, 
converting measurements of length, mass, volume and 

time from a smaller unit of measure to a larger unit, and 
vice versa, using decimal notation to up to 3 decimal 

places 

Use negative numbers in context and calculate intervals 
across zero 

Compare and classify geometric shapes based on their 
properties and sizes and find unknown angles in any 

triangles, quadrilaterals and regular polygons 

Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in 
contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use 

and why 

Draw and translate simple shapes on the coordinate 
plane and reflect them in the axes  

Use estimation to check answers to calculations and 
determine, in the context of a problem, an appropriate 

degree of accuracy 

Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator 
and multiples of the same number 

Use simple formulae Interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and 
use these to solve problems 

Multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 digits by a 2 digit 
whole number using the formal written method of long 

multiplication 

Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 2 digit number using 
the formal written method of short division where 

appropriate, interpreting remainders as whole number 
remainders, fractions or by rounding, as appropriate for 

the context 

Solve problems involving the calculation of percentages 
(e.g. of measure), such as 15% of 360 and the use of 

percentages for comparison  

Calculate and interpret the mean as an average 

Use written division methods in cases where the answer 
has up to two decimal places 

Solve problems which require answers to be rounded to 
specified degrees of accuracy 

Recall and use equivalences between simple fractions, 
decimals and percentages, including in different 

contexts 
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Science – working scientifically; I should 
be able to show that I can … 

Science – Biology; I should be able to 
show that I can … 

Plan different types of scientific enquiry Discuss the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle 
on health 

Control variables in an enquiry Describe the ways in which nutrients and water are 
transported in animals, including humans 

Measure accurately and precisely using a range of 
equipment 

describe how the Earth and living things have changed 
over time 

Record data and results using scientific diagrams and 
labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and 

line graphs 

Explain how fossils can be used to find out about the 
past 

Use the outcome of test results to make predictions and 
set up a further comparative fair test 

Explain about reproduction and offspring (recognising 
that offspring normally vary and are not identical to 

their parents) 

Report findings from enquiries in a range of ways Explain how animals and plants are adapted to suit their 
environment 

Explain a conclusion from an enquiry Link adaptation over time to evolution 

Explain causal relationships in an enquiry Explain evolution 

Relate the outcome from an enquiry to scientific 
knowledge in order to state whether evidence supports 

or refutes an argument or theory 

Science – Physics; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Read, spell and pronounce scientific vocabulary 
accurately 

Explain how light travels 

Science – Biology; I should be able to 
show that I can … 

Explain and demonstrate how we see objects 

Classify living things into broad groups according to 
observable characteristics and based on similarities and 

differences 

Explain why shadows have the same shape as the object 
that casts them 

Describe how living things have been classified Explain how simple optical instruments work (e.g. 
periscope, telescope, binoculars, mirror, magnifying 

glass) 

Give reasons for classifying plants and animals in a 
specific way 

Explain how the number and voltage of cells in a circuit 
link to the brightness of a lamp or the volume of a 

buzzer 

Identify and name the main parts of the human 
circulatory system 

Compare and give reasons for why components work 
and do not work in a circuit 

Describe the function of the heart, blood vessels and 
blood 

Draw circuit diagrams using correct symbols 
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