
Evacuation 
What was Evacuation and why was it so important?



1.What is the message of 
this poster?

2.Why was this poster 
necessary?



What is Evacuation?

•Evacuation means leaving a 
place. 
•During the WW2 many 
children living in big cities 
were moved temporarily from 
their homes to places 
considered safer, like the 
countryside.



Why was it important for people to 
be evacuated?

Evacuation tried to ensure the 
safety of young children from the 
cities that were considered to be in 

danger of German bombing.

•Who was evacuated? 
Schoolchildren and their teachers
•Mothers with children under five
•Pregnant women 
•Some disabled people 





Where were children evacuated from?

London 241,000
Manchester 84,343
Merseyside 79,930
Newcastle 52,494
Birmingham 32,688
Leeds/Bradford 26,419
Portsmouth 23,145
Sheffield 13,871



Where were children evacuated to?

Lancashire 71,484
Sussex 67,541
Yorkshire 50,593
Kent 38,000
Cheshire 38,000
Essex 25,000
Northamptonshire 24,000
Hertfordshire 23,500
Suffolk 23,000
Somerset 21,000
Surrey 20,000



What clothes did children take with them?

The government recommended that in addition to 
their gas mask and identity card the evacuees had the 

following items: Girls:
Vest
Pair of knickers
Petticoat
2 pairs of 
stockings
6 handkerchiefs
Slip
Blouse 
Cardigan

Boys:
2 vests
2 pairs of pants
Pair of trousers
2 pairs of socks
6 handkerchiefs
Pullover or jersey



What else did they pack in their suitcases?

•Overcoat or mackintosh 
•Comb 
•1 pair of Wellington boots 
•Towel 
•Soap 
•Facecloth 
•Toothbrush 
•Boots or shoes 
•Plimsolls 
•Sandwiches 
•Packet of nuts and raisins 
•Dry biscuits 
•Barley sugar (rather than sugar) 
•Apple 



What was it like for a child to be evacuated?

Being an evacuee must have been scary and exciting at 
the same time. The children had to leave their families 
and homes behind and try to fit in with host families in 

the country. 

At the station
Children had labels attached to them, as if they were 
parcels. They stood at railway stations not knowing 

where.
They felt scared about being away from their families 
but also excited about going to a place they had never 

seen before.



On arrival

They were taken to the village hall, 
where they would be met by the 

billeting officer (the person in charge 
of finding them homes). 

A 'pick-your-own evacuee' sessions 
would then take place, where host 
families haggled over the most 

presentable children while the sicklier 
and grubbier children were left until 

last.



Your Task
Can you write a letter from an evacuee to their 
parents? 
How would you be feeling? 
What would you want to tell them about?





Questions 

1. What is evacuation?

2. Why was it needed?

3. Where were children evacuated from and to?

4. How many children were evacuated in September 1939? Why 
did many return briefly? 

5. The advantages and disadvantages of being an evacuee.

6. What would it have been like to be away from your family? 

7. How would life in the country be different to life in the city?



•Some evacuees had no …………  clothes

•Evacuation seemed like an exciting ……..

•Many evacuees came from the capital 
city

•City children were not used to these 
animals

•One was tied to each child

•Some evacuees felt this at first

•This caused a new evacuation in 1940


