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English  This half-term our work would have focused on The Lost Happy Endings by Carol Ann Duffy.  

Below are a variety of suggestions to inspire your writing  - but please don’t feel you have to complete everything! Refer to the Year 2 curric-

ulum objectives on the website for more detail about what your child should be including in their writing. This book is a little bit scary, so do 

listen to it first if your child is easily frightened to see if it will be OK for them.  

The Lost Happy Endings by Carol Ann Duffy  

Find the book here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I17zhncUlG8.   

More details and resources are on the website under the Classes, Year 2 tab 

 Can you write a setting description about the forest where Jub lives?  Use the illustrations provided on the 

website and this beautiful, slightly eerie video to inspire you:   

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DHW-3CrxeMY 

 Can you describe Jub’s higgledy-piggledy forest home? What about creating your own special tree house? Draw and label a detailed 

picture inspired by the pictures I have uploaded to the website.  

 Write a character description for both Jub, and the witch. Can you use some of the author’s words to inspire you?  

 Re-write an unhappy ending to your favourite fairy tale after the witch has stolen the happy endings. What happens to the three little 

pigs now? Does sleeping beauty ever wake up? Does the evil stepmother manage to poison snow white with her apple?  

 Pause the video at 7:29. Can you use the golden pen to write your own happy ending for the story onto the night sky? How will Jub de-

feat the witch, and get her sack and the happy endings back again? Or will your story have an unfortunately unhappy ending of its 

own? I can’t wait to find out! 



Linked to The Lost Happy Endings, we would also have explored a poem: Wanted—a Witch's Cat by Shelagh McGee, and another book: 

Wanted: The Perfect Pet by Fiona Roberton. Some activities linked to these are listed below. 

WANTED— a Witch’s Cat (Find the poem and resources on the website) 

 Can you write a reply to the witch’s advert from the point of view of a cat? Draw a picture of yourself as a cat 

and then write a letter to apply for the job. Why would you be the best cat for the witch? Do you have the 

skills asked for in the poem? Tell the witch why she should choose you! 

 Can you make your own WANTED advert for a new pet? Which qualities and skills will you ask for in your new 

pet? Write from the perspective of a fairy-tale character—Red Riding Hood might want a dragon to scare off 

the wolf, or the Big Bad Wolf from the Three Little Pigs might be in the market for a new pet—perhaps he 

wants a pet pig…?  Think about how to describe the things they want from their pet. It doesn't need to 

rhyme! 

 Could you now re-write the story you chose with the new pet in it? What might happen in Little Red Riding Hood if she had a dragon 

protecting her? Would the new pet pig get a happy ending living at the Big Bad Wolf’s house…? 

WANTED: The Perfect Pet (Find the book here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDk7rdE9-LY and resources on the website) 

 Make a story-board with 3 or more pictures for each chapter, and re-tell the story in your own words.  

 Can you re-write the story with yourself instead of the boy? What sort of pet would you ask for? Which 

animal might try to disguise themselves and turn up at your house? Would you keep them in the end? 

 Pause the video from 2:13 onwards to read the other adverts on the page—what are they selling?       

A castle in Transylvania, a magical mirror, a time machine! Can you make your own page of adverts sell-

ing interesting items—they could be from fairy tales too. You could advertise the spinning wheel which 

Sleeping Beauty pricked her finger on, some magic beans, the Fairy Godmother’s wand, the troll’s 

house under the bridge from the Three Billy Goats Gruff, the giant’s castle... 



Maths  

On the school website (under Classes, Year 2) there are two activity packs focusing on Measurement and Money. The suggested ac-

tivities below also focus on these areas in a more practical way. 

Measurement 

 Try weighing and measuring some ingredients for a yummy recipe at home using scales. Why is 

being accurate important? Can you make enough for everybody at your house? 

 Collect 5 different  sizes containers and predict which you think will hold the most water. Test 

your prediction and see if you were right! Is it easy to tell? Why / why not? 

 Choose 5 toys and guess which will be the lightest. Now weigh them using scales. If you don’t have a set of scales at home, you 

could make one using a coat hanger, paper cups and string!  

Money 

Make a shop for your family to visit—either in person on via facetime! Label some 

toys to sell and set them all out with different prices. I would suggest that you use 

pence up to £1 but if your child is confident with money they could try using amounts 

over £1 which mix pounds and pence. Now get people to buy or order one or more 

toys. Add up your prices to tell them how much it will cost. Now check the coins they 

give you—is it the right amount? You may need to work out how much change some-

one needs. Happy shopping!  

If you are feeling imaginative, you could make an advert for your shop. Or maybe a robber might visit your shop and steal something! 

Can you make a WANTED poster to help catch them? How much will the reward be?  

Times Tables 

Please continue to practise your times tables (you could do this on TT rockstars). By the end of Year 2, you should 

know multiplication and division facts for 2, 5, 10 fluently and begin to count forwards and backwards in 3s. 



Science Living things and their habitats 

 Explore things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive. Can you collect some materials from 

around your house or garden to classify into the different groups? Where would a wooden pencil go? What about a leaf on a 

plant? A picked leaf? A stone? A plastic toy? A book? Bread? This usually brings up some interesting discussions! Can you find 

out more about how something you chose is made? Last year in class we looked at how crayons are made out of wax in spe-

cial factories, and how paper is made from wood. Draw and label a flow diagram to show me your object being created. 

 Use https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx882hv to research different habitats around the world. Why are certain creatures better 

suited to certain habitats? Why wouldn’t you find a polar bear in the desert? Draw and populate 2 or 3 different 

types of habitat with their plants and creatures. You could also draw and write a story about an animal who is lost 

in the wrong habitat. How will they adapt to their new environment, or find their way home? 

 If you have a garden, go searching for micro-habitats. Where do you think you will find the most mini-beasts hiding? Look carefully un-

derneath stones, logs, in bushes, underneath leaves and in dark and damp corners. How many mini-beasts can you spot in each place? 

Why don’t worms live in trees? Do woodlice like bright places?  No lives to be lost in this undertaking please: always put any creatures 

carefully back where you found them, and wash your hands after wards. 

 Can you design and make your own microhabitat to suit a particular insect? Maybe you could even make a 

bug hotel out of recycled materials, to provide many different microhabitats! As small or big as you like…. In-

structions here: https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/give-nature-a-home-in-your-garden/garden -

activities/build-a-bug-hotel/ or here: https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-build-bug-mansion 

  



Topic  

The Great Fire of London 

 Can you find out what life was like in London in 1666? You could look at maps and paintings from the time, the PPT I have up-
loaded to the website, and this short video https://vimeo.com/92272538 to help you find 
out:  

         - What did the houses look like? 

        - How did people travel around the city?  

        - What jobs were available?  

 Compare what you have found out with what London is like now. What has changed?  

 Can you make a drawing or model of a typical London house? If your parents are feeling brave, you could burn this in the garden 
(safely!) 

 Watch https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Er3GKw8Z3R4 or  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wBaC_WmNPko to find out 
how the fire started, how it spread, so quickly and how it was finally stopped. 

 Can you make a story board and re-tell the story of the Great Fire?  

 Or you could write a diary entry for one of the people in the story. How did 
it feel to be trapped in the Great Fire?  

 Find out about the famous diary of Samuel Pepys.  

 Can you list three things which made the fire worse, and explain why?  

 Research how fire-fighting methods and fire brigades have changed since 
the Great Fire.  



Art 

 Linked to our history topic, take a look at the Art PPT on the website showing famous paintings of the Great Fire of London. 

 Can you make your own version using lots of blending and swirling shapes? You could make a silhouette picture like the ones be-
low, or even make some art out of a jam jar as in the end picture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Silhouettes                                       Marbling                                                   Tissue collage                                  Fire in a jam jar 

Online Reading if you’re running out of books at home! 

Log in to Bugclub https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk to access lots of books which I have set for you to read. If you click on the 
bugs on each page, you will be asked comprehension questions and can earn coins for correct answers! Spend your coins in the re-
wards section in the treehouse, online sticker book and pit stop races. There are also some grammar and spelling games set for you 
to access. I can see your answers and can send you feedback too. Happy reading! 

Please feel free to contact me via year2@woottonpri.iow.sch.uk with any questions, requests and updates to your learning, no matter 
how small! Wishing you all the best, Miss Paterson and the Year 2 team 


