
Age-Related Expectations 

What should I be able to show that I can do by the time I finish Year 4? 

Speaking and Listening; I should be able to show that I can… 

Ask questions to clarify or develop my understanding Present to an audience using appropriate intonation, 
controlling the tone and volume so that the meaning is 

clear 

Sequence, develop and communicate ideas in an 
organised and logical way, always using complete 

sentences 

Justify an answer by giving evidence 

Show that I understand the main point and the details in a 
discussion 

Use Standard English when it is required 

Increasingly adapt what I am saying to the needs of the 
listener or audience 

Perform poems or plays from memory, conveying ideas 
about characters and situations by adapting expression 

and tone 

Show that I know that language choices vary in different 
contexts 

 

Reading; I should be able to show that I can … 

Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books Notice and discuss the author’s choice of content linked 
to purpose 

Apply my growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words I meet 

Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justify 

inferences with evidence 

read further exception words, noting the unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound, and where 

these occur in the word 

Predict what might happen from details stated and 
implied 

Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words I have 
read 

Begin to discuss the effect of language, structure and 
presentation have on the reader 

Check that the text makes sense, discuss my 
understanding and explain the meaning of new words in 

context 

Listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, 
plays, non-fiction and reference/text books 

Retrieve and record information from non-fiction texts 
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Writing; I should be able to show that I can … 

Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the 
teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far 

Use Standard English forms for verb inflections instead 
of local spoken forms 

Use joined handwriting throughout all independent 
writing 

Use fronted adverbials 

Organise paragraphs around a theme Choose an appropriate pronoun or noun within and 
across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition 

In narratives, create settings, characters and plot Use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate 
direct speech 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors 



Age-Related Expectations 

What should I be able to show that I can do by the time I finish Year 4? 

Mathematics – Number and Calculation;               I 
should be able to show that I can … 

Mathematics – Measurement and Geometry;    I 
should be able to show that I can … 

Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000 Convert between different units of measure (e.g. km to 
m, hour to minute) 

Count backwards through zero to include negative 
numbers 

Compare and classify geometric shapes including 
quadrilaterals and triangles based on their properties 

and sizes 

Order and compare numbers beyond 1000 Identify lines of symmetry in 2D shapes presented in 
different orientations 

Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000 Plot specified points and draw sides to complete a given 
polygon 

Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in 
contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use 

and why 

Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using 
information presented in bar charts, pictograms, tables 

and other graphs 

Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication 
tables up to 12 x 12 

Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common 
equivalent fractions 

Count up and down in hundredths, recognising that 
hundredths arise when dividing an object by 100 and 

dividing tenths by 10 

Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest 
whole number 

Solve simple measure and money problems involving 
fractions and decimals to two decimal places 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Age-Related Expectations 

What should I be able to show that I can do by the time I finish Year 4? 

Science – working scientifically; I should be 
able to show that I can … 

Science – Biology; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Ask relevant scientific questions Group living things in different ways 

Use observations and knowledge to answer 
scientific questions 

Use classification keys to group, identify and 
name living things 

Set up a simple enquiry to explore a scientific 
question 

Create classification keys to group, identify and 
name living things (for others to use) 

Set up a test to compare two things Describe how changes to an environment 
could endanger living things 

Set up a fair test and explain why it is fair Identify and name the parts of the human 
digestive system 

Make careful and accurate observations, 
including the use of standard units 

Describe the functions of the organs in the 
human digestive system 

Use equipment, including thermometers and 
data loggers to make measurements 

Identify and describe the different types of 
teeth in humans and describe their functions 

Gather, record, classify and present data in 
different ways to answer scientific questions 

Use food chains to identify producers, 
predators and prey 

Use diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables; using 
scientific language 

Construct food chains to identify producers, 
predators and prey 

Use findings to report in different ways, 
including oral and written 

explanations/presentations 

Science – Physics; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Draw conclusions and suggest improvements Describe how sound is made 

Make a prediction and give a reason for it Explain how sound travels from a source to our 
ears 

Identify differences, similarities and changes 
related to an enquiry 

Explain the place of vibration in hearing 

Science – Chemistry; I should be able to show 
that I can … 

Explore the correlation between pitch and the 
object producing a sound 

Group materials based on their state of matter 
(solid, liquid, gas) 

Explore the correlation between the volume of 
a sound and the strength of the vibrations that 

produced it 

Describe how some materials can change state Describe what happens to a sound as it travels 
away from its source 

Explore how materials change state Identify and name appliances that require 



electricity to function 

Measure the temperature at which materials 
change state 

Construct a series circuit 

Describe the water cycle  Identify and name the components in a series 
circuit (including cells, wires, bulbs, switches 

and buzzers) 

Explain the part played by evaporation and 
condensation in the water cycle 

Draw a circuit diagram 

Predict and test whether a lamp will light 

within a circuit 

Describe the function of a switch in a circuit 

Describe the difference between a conductor 

and insulators, giving examples of each 

 

 

 


