
Year 5—Summer Term 1 Lesson Ideas 

April - May 2020 

English—Macbeth—This half term we will be looking at the play of Macbeth by William 
Shakespeare.  There are some brilliant activities on the following link to inspire you with 
your learning.  (I would suggest following one video clip and related activities per week over 
this half term). 

Click on the following link  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-macbeth/zdt42sg  

There are lots of ideas for drama, reading and writing activities that you can select from 
this link. 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/macbeth_notes.pdf  

Your child can follow these activities within the teacher notes as in-depth as they feel   
comfortable to and would like.  Here are a few other ideas.   

 

Create your own play scripts (about anything you wish) and then perform a play at home with members of your family taking on different character 
roles!   

 

Author study—Who was William Shakespeare?  Make a mini project about him.   

 Children to create a non-fiction fact file about the man and his life. 

 

Investigate ‘The Globe Theatre’.  https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/discover/about-us/virtual-tour/#virtual-tour .   

 Where is it, what does it look like?  What happens there?  What is its history? 

 

Create poetry about a witches’ spell—play with words. 

 Make up your own recipe with intriguing ingredients and act out the witches scene. 

 

Make a script or a comic strip of your own version of Macbeth or another story that you are familiar with. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/english-ks2-macbeth/zdt42sg
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/schoolradio/pdfs/macbeth_notes.pdf
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/discover/about-us/virtual-tour/#virtual-tour


Maths – focus—Measure  

Children to create their own shop and ‘charge’ their customers for their purchases. For example 5 x apples £2.75, Fanta 1L bottles £1.55, chocolate bar £1.19. 
Children to total the price of the items using mental strategies or by writing in a column addition format. Work out how much change would be given from £10, 
£20 and £50. Again,  estimate first, then use mental strategies where possible and column subtraction (formal workings) to check for accuracy. 

Extension– Look at the packaging of items in your cupboard to familiarise yourself with how much these items weigh, or their capacity so that you become aware 
of what 250g/500g/1Kg/2kg looks like.  Compare items to understand equivalents. 

 

Linked to four operations 

In your home, what room has the largest area? Does it have the largest perimeter too? Can you estimate how long each wall is?  Then calculate?  Do you have a 
tape measure that you could check with?   

What is the area of the smallest room? How many times would it fit in the room with the largest area? Can you convert the measurements from metres and centi-
metres into centimetres or even millimetres using your knowledge of place value?  Try drawing a place value chart out to help you understand this. 

 

Linked to conversions and statistics 

Every time you leave your home to go for a walk what was the distance in km? Convert the distance into metres and centimetres.  What is the total distance you 
walked in a week in km? Could you input your data into a table and plot on a graph.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcwhy4j/revision/7  

 

Linked to statistics and four operations 

What takes longer? Select lots of different activities and time how long they take you. Put the activities in time order from longest to shortest. What was the 
mean time of all the activities? What is the time difference between the shortest activity to complete and the longest? 

 

Identify multiples and factors, including all factor pairs of a number and common factors of two numbers.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfq7hyc  

Know and use the vocabulary of prime numbers, prime factors and composite (non-prime) numbers. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zp6p34j/revision/1  

Construct arrays to show that prime numbers (p) have exactly one array (1 x p) https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6j2tfr/articles/zrghsrd  

Recognise and use square numbers and cube numbers and the notation for (2) and (3).  Construct arrays for square numbers to show that square numbers have an 
odd number of factors since one is repeated (e.g. 16 can be constructed as 1 x 16; 2 x 8 and 4 x 4 ~ factors are 1,2,4,8,16) https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/

zyhs7p3/articles/z2ndsrd  

Solve problems involving all four operations including using their knowledge of factors and multiples, squares and cubes.  

* Links are listed to support parents 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zcwhy4j/revision/7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zfq7hyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zp6p34j/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6j2tfr/articles/zrghsrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhs7p3/articles/z2ndsrd
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhs7p3/articles/z2ndsrd


Topic – Local History Study—Choose a site that is historically significant locally—Mini project 

Research the historical Steam railway system on the Isle of Wight and develop knowledge about how it has changed over the years. https://
iwsteamrailway.co.uk/heritage/history-of-the-islands-railways/  

When did it begin? 

Where did it begin? 

Why did it change over the years?  What was the cause of this? 

What significant events may have taken place over the years? 

Are the railway lines still there? 

What are they used for now?  Why do you think this is? 

https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/heritage/  

 

Science - Life Cycles:  Plants and animals— https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zt96sg8  

Extend your understanding of what a life cycle is, and learn about the life cycles of some familiar (and some less familiar) mammals, amphibians, 
insects and birds. Compare and contrast different life cycles, identifying common features as well as explaining key differences. They use their 
knowledge of life cycles to help them as they create a fantastical creature of their own, complete with its own distinct life cycle. They learn about 
incredible journeys that some animals undertake to complete their life cycles, and about the different ways in which humans are supporting some 
endangered animals to survive. 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/tree-id-kids/ - Visit the Woodland Trust website to identify trees and plants in your garden or 
around your home. 

 Choose a mammal, amphibian, insect or bird and find out about it’s life cycle.  Can you compare it to another life cycle?  What creatures are in 

your garden or living near your home?  What are their life cycles like? 

 Create your own fantasy creature and design its life cycle. 

 Investigate some of the incredible journeys that some animals undertake to complete their life cycles. 

https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/heritage/history-of-the-islands-railways/
https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/heritage/history-of-the-islands-railways/
https://iwsteamrailway.co.uk/heritage/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zt96sg8
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2020/03/tree-id-kids/

