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Headteacher’s update 

Dear Parents, 

I don’t know about you, but this week seems to 

have flown by, with the sunshine helping to lift 

spirits! I hope you have had a good week, whatev-

er you have all been up to, and that you are all 

safe and well. 

Staff have been really busy this week getting to 

grips with Google Classroom - a rapid learning 

curve for us all! We are currently going to contin-

ue to use Tapestry for children in Reception.  I 

am sorry that the information we have sent out 

has had so much detail, but I am sure you appre-

ciate we have tried to cover every question and 

possible issue when getting set up! Under 

‘normal’ circumstances we would have completed 

the set up in stages with training for both you 

and your child, but we are just keen to get up and 

running.  Some schools were already using this 

for homework and communication prior to school 

closing, so have been able to have live lessons for 

some time.  I am so grateful for the work and 

time that Mr Billington has given to this for us, 

to be enable us to quickly use the system. Setting 

the whole school up, training staff and ensuring 

we meet all GDPR and Safeguarding require-

ments is no feat, so thank you Mr Billington! Our 

goal is to provide your child with some sessions to 

access, but to begin with, these will not be inter-

active.  Your child will be able to watch a teach-

ing clip and then complete work and ask their 

teacher questions online for their teacher to re-

spond to etc.  We are trying our hardest to devel-

op this so that if we continue to be away from 

school we can provide more interactive lessons, 

but at this stage we are unable to do so.  Again, 

please remember this tool is to support your 

child’s learning as opposed to being yet more for 

you to do! We are hoping that by having the op-

portunity for your child to complete work, which 

will then be marked, and to also be able to see 

some teaching input, it will help your plight at 

home! Please ensure you have seen all the letters 

sent out.  These have been sent by email and are 

on the school website in the Home Learning tab. 

If your child would like a catch up with me they 

can join the assembly part which they have been 

invited to. 

If your child is moving to Ryde Academy in Sep-

tember, you should have received an email with a 

letter from them today, via me. They have provid-

ed some good transition work which is also avail-

able on the website, again under Home Learning 

in the children’s section. The activities are also 

suitable for children in Year 5, so have a look too 

if this is you! 

I notified the parents of children in Year 4 this 

morning to inform them that sadly Miss Jones 

will not be returning when we do get back to 

school.  She has asked me to pass on this mes-

sage to you all - ‘After 5 years at Wootton Community 

Primary I have decided to leave to explore other oppor-

tunities. I would like to thank children, parents and 

staff for their continued support and I wish you all the 

best for the future.’ I am sure you will join me in 

wishing Miss Jones the very best for her future.   

No doubt we will all be glued to the news on Sun-

day awaiting what changes the Government are 

planning to make.  As I have shared before, even 

as a Headteacher, I am not privy to any early in-

formation and learn the plans in the same way as 

everyone else! As soon as we are given instruc-

tion I will share with you how the Local Authori-

ty are planning to reopen school and what this 

will look like.  In the meantime we will endeav-

our to do our very best to support you and your 
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child at home.  Please keep communicating with us. The vast majority of staff are also parents them-

selves so completely understand and appreciate how hard it is to manage the current situation we are 

in. Even working at home and having teenagers brings challenges so I can completely empathise with 

you during this time and cannot wait to get back to school! 

Sadly I am sure we should all be joining in a range of celebrations for VE day tomorrow, hence the 

change of Bank Holiday this year, so whatever you get up to I hope you have a lovely weekend and I 

look forward to hearing all about how you get on with Google Classroom over the next week! 

Take care of each other, 




