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Headteacher’s update 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you have had a good week and are all safe 

and well.  We have seen a few more children at-

tending school this week following the news on 

Sunday, where more parents are now having to 

return to work.  If you have children in Recep-

tion, Year 1 and Year 6, you are no doubt reading 

all the different documentations that have been 

available this week and have a mixture of 

thoughts and view points.  As  a Local Authority 

maintained school, the majority of decisions that 

are made are governed by them, however, follow-

ing a meeting I have attended this morning, it is 

very clear that Headteachers must work with 

their Governing Body to ensure that whatever 

decisions are made are right for the school.  It is 

vital that I keep staff, children and parents safe-

ty at the centre of the next phase and I must en-

sure that our safety is not compromised by re-

turning too soon.  This afternoon Unions are 

meeting with Government officials and scientists 

to explore all the concerns that have been raised 

regarding the start of the potential phased return 

on June 1st.  I think it is important to remember, 

that at some stage, we will all need to return but 

this needs to be when the school site is ready.  It 

will be a long time before school returns to 

’normal’ so we must make sure that the start of 

the phased return is right for staff, children and 

parents.  I am currently working with staff as to 

how this will work and hope to share this with 

you all next week.  On Monday I will send a ques-

tionnaire to parents of children in Reception, 

Year 1 and Year 6 to gauge a ’feel’ of how many 

children will likely to return after half-term, if 

this is when we reopen.   At this stage I am una-

ble to say how this will work, other than children 

will be in groups of 15, not necessarily with their 

class teacher and possibly in a different class-

room. There will be staggered times for the start 

and end of the day with a one-way system around 

the school building. Parents will not be able to 

enter the school building and children will be 

asked not to bring any items from home into 

school.  These are just a few of the requirements 

we will need to put in place and as soon as I have 

more instruction I will be able to share more de-

tails of the plan, however I wanted to share our 

initial thoughts with you to help you make a deci-

sion as to whether you will send your child back.  

The Government wants all children to eventually 

return to school and there is an expectation that 

children should attend, however, the Local Au-

thority will not be placing fines on any parent 

who opts to continue to keep their child safe at 

home.  I really want children to return too, but 

only when it is safe to do so.  Please keep a look 

out for more information next week. 

I have been delighted to see how well Google 

Classroom is working for so many of you.  If you 

haven’t yet had a look, please do.  Teachers have 

placed work and support on their class page for 

your child and I know there has been a lot of cor-

respondence going on between children and their 

teachers, thank you to everyone involved.  If you 

have a technical problem, please use the gsad-

min@woottonpri.iow.sch.uk  account for corre-

spondence.  Can you please also remind children 

to use their class page account to communicate 

with their teacher and not their teacher’s email 

address, as you can imagine inboxes are now fill-

ing up quickly! Thank you for all the support you 

are giving to your children with their learning at 

home.   
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Jane Wilford 

Headteacher 

The Teaching Awards trust has asked me to place this on the newsletter this week -  

‘On May 20th it is National Thank A Teacher Day. It will mark a moment when we, as a nation, can 

come together to say thank you to teachers across the country who are making a difference not only 

now during these unprecedented times, but every day of the year. The Teaching Awards Trust are 

asking as many people as possible to share their message of thanks, ideally in a video clip leading up 

to the day. This will be in an expression of their choosing - singing a song/miming to a song of thanks 

to their teacher, writing and/or reciting a poem, or sharing a picture of a drawing. For more infor-

mation visit https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-ateacher-day ‘ 

Next week will be the last week of this half-term before the week break.  Mrs Deakin and Miss Pater-

son will be in school during half-term to open to children of keyworker parents so will be taking time 

in lieu next week, therefore if you have a child in Year 2, Year 3 and Year 4 they will only be availa-

ble for correspondence on Monday next week. If you have any questions or queries during the rest of 

the week, please email me headteacher@woottonpri.iow.sch.uk and I will do my best to respond to 

you. 

In the meantime, I hope you get the opportunity to enjoy the beautiful weather the forecasters say we 

are getting next week, take care of each other and stay safe. 




