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3rd January 2021 
 

Dear parents/carers, 
 

Over the last 48 hours I have received an understandable number of emails from parents expressing their 
concerns with regards to us opening tomorrow.  I have been repeatedly asked if I can just close the school but as 
a local authority school I would be in breach of the DfE and therefore am unable to do so.  I am continuing to 
work closely with Unions and the Local Authority to implement our risk assessment which is compliant with the 
requirements set out in the guidance from the DfE and public health.  As I have said to many parents you need to 
make a decision for your child that is right for you and your family and if you do chose not to send your child back 
to school fines will not be administered, however I thought it may be useful for you to read part of the guidance I 
am instructed to follow below. This document is also available to read at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-contingency-framework-for-education-and-
childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-childcare-settings-excluding-universities 

‘The impacts of missing education are severe for children, young people and adults, both now and in the future. The evidence 
is very clear that being out of education causes significant harm to learning, life chances and mental and physical health. This 
is especially true for our most vulnerable children and young people. Lower academic achievement also translates into long-
term economic costs which affects the standard of living that pupils and students will have over the course of their entire life. 
Having reviewed the available evidence, the UK Chief Medical Officers issued a statement which makes clear that children 
and young people continue to be at low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19) and the risk from the virus of severe disease and 
death to children and young people is very low. This position was confirmed more recently by Scientific Advisory Group for 
Emergencies (SAGE).  The balance of risk is overwhelmingly in favour of children and young people remaining in education 
or childcare. For the vast majority of children and young people, the benefits of being back in education far outweigh the very 
low risk from coronavirus (COVID-19).  It is also important that parents and carers are able to return to work and having 
access to childcare will allow that to happen.  While it is not possible to ensure that any working environment is totally risk-
free, there is reassuring evidence that staff working in childcare and education settings are not at higher risk than workers in 
other sectors. Considering risks to teachers and school staff, ONS analysis shows no evidence of differences in the positivity 
rate between primary and secondary school teachers, other key workers and other professions.  An educational setting 
should not move to implement restrictive measures of any kind set out in the contingency framework without the 
explicit agreement of the DfE.’ 
 

I would also like to notify you that someone within our school community has tested positive at the end of the 
holidays but no further action within school needs to be taken due to the timing of this. However as this impacts 
staffing levels I have asked some children to remain at home tomorrow and Tuesday whilst I sort teaching cover 
for the class, remote learning will be provided.  Please be assured that I will continue to update you and notify 
you immediately should any cases be brought to my attention.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have 
any further questions.  
 

Kind regards, 

 
 

Mrs. Jane Wilford 
Headteacher 
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