
 

 
HEADTEACHER’S  UPDATE  

8th January 2021 

Wootton Community 

Primary School 
Dates for your    

diary: 

 Mon 15th—Fri 19th 

Feb—Half Term 

 Fri 26th March—
Development day—

school closed to pupils 

 Mon 29th March—Fri 

9th April—Easter 

Break 

 Mon 31st May—Fri 

4th June—Half Term 

 Sat 26th June—Mardi 

Gras (details to follow) 

 Fri 23rd July—
Development day—

school closed  

 Mon 26th Jul—
Monday 30th Aug—

Summer break 

More dates to follow 

Dear Parents, 
A very Happy New Year to you, in particular to those of you whom I have not seen yet this year! I 

hope you were able to have some quality time with your family over the Christmas break and have 

remained well. I did not imagine when seeing the New Year in that 2021 would start like this, and I 

would like to thank you for all your emails of support over this time.  Following the extensive work I 

completed over last weekend to open to all children on Monday I was pleased that it was not all wast-

ed, as we got to see a vast amount of children on Monday which was great. We welcomed our new 
Year 3 teacher Mrs Soby on Monday who has had a very challenging time moving to the Island amidst 

a pandemic!  Monday evening was an utter bombshell and again, thank you all so much for your pa-

tience and understanding whilst I sorted out our provision.  The staff have continued to show incredi-

ble commitment to the children at Wootton and continue to work selflessly to ensure we can open to 

children of key workers or who are deemed vulnerable as well as provide work for your children to 

complete at home. 
Whilst we had already produced our blended approach/remote learning policy, we have needed to 

adapt this inline with the latest lockdown and DfE documentation and thank you for your patience 

whilst we have got to grips with this.  The Government have changed their expectation in the work 

that children need to be doing at home, so teachers will be in touch if your child has not been access-

ing work, and then will enquire as to how they can support you. The latest guidance from the DfE 

expect teachers to provide children in Key Stage 1 with 3 hours of work a day on average and for 

children in Key Stage 2, 4 hours a day.  The guidance states that this must be ‘ambitious work’ across 

an appropriate range of subjects with a mixture of recorded teaching and time for your child to com-

plete tasks and assignments independently.   We respect that for some families this will be a challenge 

and will send more information home early next week as to how we will help you meet the DfE ex-

pectation! We have been experimenting with this approach this week and are in the process of making 

refinements to this and will share the updated policy and school expectation with you next week.  I am 

so very mindful that the vast majority of you are not trained teachers and indeed have not opted to 

home school your children so we are keen to make the work manageable for you all, in particular 

where many of you are also trying to work from home! Please keep the lines of communication open 

with us so that the work does not create additional stress for you at home.  We are also aware of the 

difficulty in accessing devices at home and are working hard to obtain our ‘share’ from the DfE which 

we are entitled to.  You may have also heard in the news that the Government are also looking at 

ways to support families with access to an increased data allowance.  If your child is in receipt of Pupil 

Premium funding and you are struggling to access their work, please can you email me headteach-

er@woottonpri.iow.sch.uk and I will be able to investigate this offer from the DfE further for you. 
I will endeavour to keep up with our Friday celebration assembly which will be uploaded to your 

child’s Google Classroom page each week so please encourage your child to continue with Times 

Tables Rockstars.  I would also still like to continue with our Star Pupil system, so each week the 

teachers will choose someone who has been a ‘Star’ as a result of their learning whether at home or 

in school. We would also like to celebrate home learning activities as we did during lockdown before 

so if your child has made models, cooking , learnt a new skill etc. then please send any photographs to 

Miss Holmes (admin@woottonpri.iow.sch.uk) so we can share them on both the newsletter and web-

site.  We are so very proud of all the children and want to recognise this and celebrate with them! 
In the meantime I hope you are all managing this challenging time we yet again find ourselves in and 

that you are able to get some space and time for yourselves! I know how very difficult it is to balance 

the expectations that life is throwing us at the moment and I think we need to all accept we can only 

but do our very best! 

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with us if you need any support. 

 

Take care of each other, 

 

 

 

Jane Wilford 

Headteacher 
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