
 HEADTEACHER’S  UPDATE  

29th January 2021 

Wootton Community 

Primary School 
Dates for your    

diary: 

 Mon 15th—Fri 19th 

Feb—Half Term 

 Fri 26th March—
Development day—

school closed to pupils 

 Mon 29th March—Fri 

9th April—Easter 

Break 

 Mon 31st May—Fri 

4th June—Half Term 

 Sat 26th June—Mardi 

Gras (details to follow) 

 Fri 23rd July—
Development day—

school closed  

 Mon 26th Jul—
Monday 30th Aug—

Summer break 

More dates to follow 

Dear Parents, 
Well it has been yet another exciting week here at school - I am delighted to share that most staff are now 

back if they have been unwell or needed to isolate, but Wednesday we had another drama! If you are a 

resident in Wootton you may have been affected by the early morning power cut which seemed to impact 

different areas for a range of times. School lost power for almost an hour which resulted in no heating and 

a very cold building, so we had to close to all children for the day. Thank you so much to the parents who 

were impacted by this for your understanding (again!) and I have everything crossed that we can have a 
straight forward week next week! During times like this we are totally reliant on the contact information 

you have provided to school.  It is crucial that if you change your mobile phone number or email  address 

that you notify school immediately so that we can update our systems. When we all return to school again 

Miss Holmes will send home the latest details we have for your child which we will ask you to check and 

return to us so that we can double check we are all up to date, thank you. 

 
Talking of returning to school, I am sure you have heard that the latest update from the Government is 

that they are hoping schools can start to return in some way from Monday 8th March. The latest guidance 

states that Education settings, as well as students, parents and carers will be given at least two weeks no-

tice of the plan so until then we will continue as we are. I am so pleased that they have recognised that 

February half-term needs to stay in place to ensure that all staff and children have the opportunity to have 

a break.  I am sure you appreciate the impact these unprecedented times are having on staff and I am hope 

you too will be able to take a break from home learning as there will be no expectation to work during half

-term. In the meantime keep up the great support you are currently giving to your child. This week the vast 

majority of the school have submitted work, engaged with online meetings etc. and shown much more 

independence in accessing their work at home. I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting many children through 
my Google Classroom assembly page when we have had a ‘catch up’ and shared stories of what we have all 

been doing - not school work related! It is so important that the children get the opportunity to chat with 

each other as they would normally do in school and would be great to see more children in the sessions 

next week. Please see a reminder of the times below, the meetings are through Google Classroom and the 

Assembly page which all the children have been invited to: 

 
Monday Year 6 at 2.30pm, Tuesday Year 3 at 2.30pm, Wednesday Year 4 at 2.30pm, Thursday 

Year 2 at 9.15am and also Year 5 at 2.30pm. 

 
We are so grateful for the feedback you have been giving us and we are continuing to make 

changes to the learning children are expected to do at home. It is important to remind your 

child to take breaks whilst working in the same way that they would at school, they are not ex-

pected to complete all work in one sitting! Another good tip is to ask the children to complete 

their English work first, again we tend to do this in school, as children may find this easier to do 

so independently and freely. By doing so we hope we are able to take away any tension or con-

flict between them and you first thing in the morning! One drawback with children working 

online is the lack of opportunity to physically write and this was an area following the first lock-

down we noticed that children were weaker in. We are therefore requesting that at least one 

piece of writing each week is hand written by your child and then a picture of the work taken 

and uploaded to their Google classroom page. This will ensure that they do not loose their 

stamina to write as well as their use of spelling and punctuation (which computers tend to auto 

correct!), thank you. During your 1:1 meeting with you child’s class teacher, they will also be 

able to share with you your child’s current level of attainment so that you know the expectation 

for your child and their ‘usual’ ability in school, this will hopefully support any reluctant learners! 



Jane Wilford 

Headteacher 

In our virtual celebration assembly today we heard the reasons as to why the following children have been chosen as the 

Star Learners for their class this week - Year 1 Sebby, Year 2 Caleb, Year 3 Lexi, Year 4 Rueben, Year 5 Lola and Year 6 

Ellie, congratulations to everyone! 
Our top 5 places for Times Tables Rockstars this week are held by - Jack in Year 5, Scarlett in year 5, Bailey in Year 5, 

Charlotte in year 5 and Lexi in Year 3 - well done to you all! 
I am so aware that as time is going on, lockdown is feeling harder, in particular if you are struggling with your children at 

home. Please keep communicating with us so that we can support you as much as we can, do not hesitate to get in touch 

with us if you need anything. 

In the meantime take care of each other and have a lovely weekend, 
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Carisbrooke Sebby 

Bembridge Caleb 

Newchurch Lexi 

Newtown Rueben 

Freshwater Lola 

Appley Ellie 

Star Pupils For This Week 


