
Wootton Primary School, Year 6- Overview Spring Term 1 

Monday, 4th January — Friday, 19th February 2021  

Science—  Life Cycles 

The children will continue to investigate 
concepts in science by designing and carry-
ing  out their own experiments. They will 
explore different ways to test ideas  and 
consider how to present their findings  
appropriately, as well as writing explana-
tions and conclusions.  
This half-term the concept is life cycles. 
The children will build on their knowledge 
of living things from previous years and 
deepen their understanding of why and how 
organisms survive or fail to survive. We will 
include the study of animals long-since ex-
tinct through study of fossils.  Through 
study of fossils, children will recognise 
that living things have changed over time 
and that fossils provide information about 
living things that inhabited the Earth mil-
lions of years ago.   

Through careful study, children will recog-
nise that living things produce off-
spring of the same kind. They will also 
be able to identify how animals and 
plants are adapted to suit their envi-
ronment in different ways and that ad-
aptation may lead to evolution. We will 
also look at how humans have caused 
animals to change physically over time 
to suit their environment.  

 
 

English 

This half-term we will firstly be finishing our work in English 
around the novel “The Explorer” by Katherine Rundell. Having 
looked at setting and character description, comparing and con-
trasting the different characters, as well as investigating how 
emotion and feelings can be conveyed through the actions of  
Characters, we will be combining these skills to produce a pre-
quel to the story, told from the point of view of the Explorer.  
We will then move on to our new class novel: The Girl who 
Walked on Air  by Emma Carroll and a non-fiction book, The 
Man who Walked Between the Towers by Mordicai Gerstein. 
Genres of writing taught and practised will include a letter of 
complaint,  newspaper article, a short story, a biography and a 
balanced argument. 
 
Grammar, punctuation and spelling will cover: 

 Continuation of previously taught spelling rules 

 Spelling of Y5 and Y6 statutory words 

 Modal verb revision 

 Words with “ough” string 

 Words ending in –cial and –tial  

 Cohesive devices across sen-
tences, paragraphs and whole 
pieces of work 

 Use of parenthesis 

 Active and passive sentences 

Maths  
 

 This half-term we will continue to use 
formal written methods for all four 
operations, and use these methods to 
solve multi-step word problems, in-
cluding discussing methods which are 
the most efficient to use, including 
mental methods.  

 Having revisited how to multiply and 
divide orders of ten, we will solve 
problems involving conversion between 
both metric units and metric and im-
perial units.  

 
We will solve problems involving ratio 

and proportion, as well as  interpret-
ing and construct pie charts through 
the accurate use of a protractor. 
This work will link in to the work on 
ratio and proportion.  

 
We will continue to practise addition 

and subtraction of whole numbers 
and fractions, including mixed num-
bers and improper fractions.  

 

Finally, we will look at negative numbers, 
as well as calculating the mean aver-
age of a set of figures.  

 

  



French 

The children will be continuing to develop spoken French, building up to being able to hold a 
short conversation, including answering questions and conversing in different contexts. They 
will also learn about written French and how it differs grammatically from English. 

Computing— This half-term we will continue to learn the basic 
principles of creating and maintaining a blog in a controlled and 
safe environment. Children will be taught to identify the fea-
tures of a successful blog then will learn how to plan, write and 
change the visual properties of a blog. Having produced their 
own blog on an area that interests them, children will be taught 
how to comment responsibly on other children’s blogs, as well as 
peer assess them.   

Geography—South America 

This term we will be continuing to look at the history and the geography of the North part of South 
America. As well as continuing to look at the historical use of land in the area through the Maya re-
search, the children will be using different resources e.g. atlases, digital mapping, images etc to inves-
tigate the physical geography of the area surrounding and including Rio de Janeiro in Brazil. They will 
be considering the influence of rivers, natural resources and biomes on economic activity and living 
patterns. They will be identifying human and physical characteristics and using compass directions to 
follow and give directions, as well as drawing maps, sketches and plans with recognised symbols, keys 
and scale.    

Art and design technology 

ART  

Using the stimulus of 
work produced by John 
Dyer and Nixiwaka Ya-
wanawa of the Eden Pro-
ject, we will be looking at 
the impact of colour and 
pattern in Amazonian 
tribal art. We will be 
painting and printing in a 
similar style, mixing ap-
propriate colours.  

Should you have any questions or queries then please do not hesitate to 
contact us in person or through the class email address: 
year6@woottonpri.iow.sch.uk 

 

Kind regards,  Mrs Fish, Mrs Menzies and Miss Shepherd. 

Homework: Homework will be set every Wednesday using Google classroom. It should be 
completed and returned by the following Monday. Please contact us on the above email if 
you have any difficulties accessing it.  
 

PE Dance 
 
The focus for PE this term is dance, culminating in a house group competition. Children will be 
choreographing their own dances, taking into account rhythm, use of high and low movements, 
as well as canon, including motif movements and unison movements as a group. The theme of 
the dance will be linked to the English we are doing this half term.  

PSHE 

The children will be following the SCARF program. 
This term we will be looking at ourselves and how 
we differ from each other. We will be discussing 
and valuing difference.  

 

 


