Dates for your
diary:
 Mon 15th—Fri 19th
Feb—Half Term
 Fri 26th March—
Development day—
school closed to pupils
 Mon 29th March—Fri
9th April—Easter
Break
 Mon 31st May—Fri
4th June—Half Term
 Fri 23rd July—
Development day—
school closed
 Mon 26th Jul—
Monday 30th Aug—
Summer break
More dates to follow

Wootton Community
Primary School
12th February 2021

HEADTEACHER’S UPDATE
Dear Parents,
Well we have made it through - I never imagined when we returned to school after the Christmas break that we would have had this half-term the way that is has gone! What with the vast
majority of children learning from home, accessing the work which was planned to be completed
in school at home, it is incredible to think we have made another half-term! I really do feel the
whole school community has shown such strength and resilience; from the staff quickly learning
a different style to teaching and using technology in a new way, to the children working so hard
and independently and to the parents and carers who have had to quickly adjust and manage
supporting children at home as well as completing their own work too. When it is safe to do so
and we are able to gather again in large groups, I feel we need to have a family event where we
can join together and celebrate the achievement of all school families during this unprecedented
time. It is hard to believe that it will be almost a year since the country had the first lockdown
and everyone should be commended for their continual work during such a challenging time.
One event that I am particularly looking forward to is the virtual Mardi Gras style carnival! I will
have more information regarding this soon but I am already excited that we have something
great to look forward to in the summer!
Thank you again for all the support you have given to your children with their remote learning
and also thank you to the parents who have had to continue to work in a critical profession and
have no choice but to send their children to school. The children have continued to engage so
positively and shown great commitment to their studying. After half-term we will continue as we
have been until we receive news from the Government, after which I will be in touch with the
next steps for us all. The most important thing is to ensure that whatever decision is made we
must be sure that it is safe to return and I will up date you as soon as we know.
It has been another really difficult week for staff to choose the star learners for their class but
these are the children who have shown an extra little bit of effort or perseverance. Please watch
the assembly on your child’s Google Classroom page for children in Year 1 to 6 where you will
hear why the following children have been selected this week. Many congratulations to Kenny in
Year 1, Alfie A in Year 2, Jessica in Year 3, Harry in Year 4, Ava in Year 5 and Sinan in Year 6 well done to you all, look out for your certificates! Unfortunately I cannot access the winners
board on Times Tables Rockstars this week so cannot share the top 5 children this week. I will
do a double congratulations after half-term!
Please have a look at the leaflet Mrs Grimes has shared and teachers have posted on their
Google classroom page giving support and ideas for children learning maths whilst at home. It
has some useful tips should you need support.
Thank you to the few children who contributed to the virtual House competition over the last
few weeks. Mr Billington set a range of PE style challenges on the Google Classroom page and a
few children took part earning House Points for their Houses. The winning House this half term
is Stokes (Blue), followed by Jones (Green), then Asher-Smith (Red) and sadly no points for the
Farrell House (Yellow) as they didn't have anyone submit scores. We are hoping more children
will be involved after half-term - the activities are great fun and can easily be completed at home
as a whole family.

I received an email from Ross Edmunds on behalf of Shift It this week. Shift It aims to increase active and sustainable travel to
and from all IW schools. Part of their remit is understanding the travel behaviour and conditions experienced at drop off and
pick up times. I am aware that currently due to our rebuild our situation maybe slightly different than usual, however they
would like the opinions of our school community on how you normally experience the school run and how the experience
could be improved in the future. If you are able to complete their survey they would be most grateful. Survey Link - https://
forms.gle/EebnxwYqU4kBTQow6
In my Headteacher meetings this week I set the children a challenge to see if they are able to either learn a new skill or improve something that they have just started learning, ready to show me at the meeting after half-term. For example Valentina
in Year 6 is going to improve her roller skating skills, Violet S in Year 5 is going to try and learn the football trick of flicking a
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ball between her feet to catch it whilst jumping, Owen in Year 4 is going to practise
hisFebruary
football trick
in getting the ball to land
on his neck and Rocco in Year 3 is using his dart board to support his maths as well as aiming to get the highest score on a
dartboard. I am really looking forward to seeing these after half-term along with some more - if your child missed the sessions
with me this week then please encourage them to do this challenge as it will be great to see many more after the break.
Your child may also like to opportunity to take part in a different challenge that has been set by the Isle of Wight Council.
‘Get active this half term and share your action shot to be in with a chance of winning a voucher from a local shop.
Whether it’s a home workout, cycle ride or walk in your local area let’s all stay active! Enter as many photos as you
like, the more you submit the better your chances of winning! To enter send your action selfie to
sports.unit@iow.gov.uk by midnight on Sunday 21 February. 5 winners will be selected at random and will be able to
select a voucher to spend at Love Running, Rapanui, Wight Trash or Adrian’s Bike Shop. Please remember to stay
safe this half term. Make space from people who aren’t in your household or bubble when getting your action selfie!
#HandsFaceSpace #KeepTheIslandSafe’
We have received two gifts this week, which we are very grateful for. Caleb in Year 2 and Lola in Year 5's big sister is one of
the managers at Sainsburys in Ryde and they have kindly donated a brand new Kindle Fire 7 with Alexa for a child in the
school who is working at home and does not have access to a device. We have also been given an old iPad (around 9 years
old) which we have set up with Google Classroom, also donated for someone in school. If your child either has no access to a
device or you have several children sharing a device, please email Miss Holmes. If we receive many names we will put these all
in a hat and draw two names. Please send your names to admin@woottonpri.iow.sch.uk by Wednesday 24th February. Thank you to both Sainsbuys and Ann, the other kind contributor.
In the meantime wishing you a really lovely weekend and half-term - ensure you all have a break from work and recharge
ready for the next half-term of fun!

Jane Wilford
Headteacher

Jessica baking cakes and
Violet working at home.

Jacob’s completed puzzle,
and Abbie making
brownies.

Valentina on her roller
blades, and Valentina and
Rocco playing darts.
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Star Pupils For This Week
Carisbrooke

Kenny

Bembridge

Alfie A

Newchurch

Jessica

Newtown

Harry

Freshwater

Ava

Appley

Sinan

Year 2 outside in the
very small amount
of snow we had, Ben
with his snowball
and Millie has been
baking shortbread
and making
valentines cards for
her family.

Some of the activities the year 5/6 bubble have been doing this week.

