
 20th October 2023 

Wootton Community 

Primary School 

Dates for 2023-24 

(subject to change) 

 

October Half Term- 

23rd October—3rd No-

vember  

 

Tuesday 7th and 

Thursday 9th Novem-

ber– Parents evening 

(more details to follow) 

 

Thursday 9th Novem-

ber– Year R and Year 1 

Performance visit at  Hay-

lands School 

 

Monday 13th Novem-

ber—YR Y1 Y5 Won-

derdome experience in 

school  

 

Tuesday 14th Novem-

ber — 2024 new Recep-

tion tour 10AM and 

1:30PM  

 

Thursday 16th No-

vember — 2024 new 

Reception tour 10AM 

and 1:30PM  

 

Friday 15th December

– Christingle and Christ-

mas party  

Development Days 

Monday 18th Decem-

ber 

Tuesday 19th Decem-

ber 

Thursday 28th March 

2024 

Friday 26th July 2024 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

We have made it to the end of our first half term and despite it being a long one it has 

been a really busy one with lots going on. Many congratulations to all the children in 

Palmer Class who have completed their first term at school! 

Talking of being in school, I have been asked by the Local Authority to raise again the 

importance of school attendance. We are still seeing a number of children being taken 

out in term time to go on holiday. Whilst these holidays enrich children’s experiences, 

missing time from school really impacts their progress. It is not possible to ‘catch up’ 

missed learning and children will experience difficulties. If you have no option it is VI-

TAL that a request for absence form is completed BEFORE your child will be away. 

Sending an email whilst you are away will not be accepted so please ensure the form is 

completed before and sent in to school. Please note this will be unauthorised and most 

likely incur a fine. We also ask that children DO attend school even if they are feeling a 

‘little under the weather’. Again, missing odd days really impacts children’s sequence of 

learning. Children can attend school with a runny nose or headache as we will monitor 

them and of course send them home if they become really unwell. Thank you for your 

support with this; it is so important we work together to build children’s resilience. 

Thank you again to Layla and the PTA for all their hard work in organising and running 

the fantastic disco last Friday. We have raised £352.77 profit from this which will be 

used towards purchasing as many Chromebooks as we can for the school! Lexie in 

Year 2’s mum Sarah has offered to run a second hand fancy dress/Christmas jumper 

system. If you have any donations please send in and we will then have a few after-

noons available when you can have a rummage and get things for a donation to the 

PTA. I would imagine you have lots of items that your child has grown out of that you 

can exchange for something bigger! 

Thank you to the 16 children who made a shoebox for the Rotary Club, they looked 

fabulous! 

We had a wonderful last Celebration assembly where we congratulated Asher-Smith 

House (red) for winning the most House  Points this half-term. Well done to all the 

children in Asher-Smith who will get an extra play time after half-term.  The scores 

were: Asher-Smith (red) 700 points, Stokes (blue) 675 points, Farrell (yellow) 625 

points and Jones (green) 450 points.  

We also congratulated Hussain-Gambles Class (Year 2) for the best attendance this 

half-term. The children in Hussain-Gambles  class can wear their own clothes to school 

when we return on Monday 6th November. 

We also congratulated a group of swimmers for a range of badges and certificates that 

they have achieved. Well done to Alfie, Zachary and Mabel in Year 1, Nicolas in Year 2, 

Henry in Year 3, Violet in Year 4 and Darrell in Year 6. We heard from a group of 

Rainbows and Brownies who have earned a range of badges and certificates. Well done 

to Sharon in Year 1, Florence in Year 2 and Gracie, Emily-rose and Daisy in Year 4.  

Top 5 Maths Shed Spelling 
Shed 

TTRS Numbots 

1st Alfie A (Y5) Phoenix R (Y6) Harry (Y4) Caleb (Y5) 
2nd Koby (Y6) Louis (Y5) Koby (Y6) Ewan (Y5) 
3rd Patryk (Y2) Daisy (Y4) Sebby (Y4) Killian (Y6) 
4th Daisy (Y4) Killian (Y6) Cohen (Y4) Gracie (Y4) 
5th Hayley (Y4) Amelia (Y6) Harley (Y5) Nicholas (Y2) 
Top Class for 
the week   

Year 5 Year 5 Year 4 Year 2 



Daisy also shared her gymnastics medal and certificate. Faye in Year 5 showed a medal she got from a go-kart 

activity and Ella in Year 4 showed her football medals, one being for the most improved player in her team. Jay in 

Year 5 told us about some incredible research he has completed and we ended the assembly with Eddie in Year 2 

showing us some incredible moves with his brother Travis that he is learning at his Muay Thai lessons. Eddie re-

ceived  a certificate that he also shared with us. Well done to everyone for your incredible achievements outside 

of school.   

We have some stiff competition with the Tesco tokens this time so please keep adding them to our section when 

you are shopping and encourage as many people as you know to do the same!  

I am still continuing to receive complaints from local residents regarding parking! I am sure as qualified drivers 

you are all aware of the highway code but with many of us passing our test some time ago thought it maybe 

worth a gentle reminder!   

Please do not stop on yellow lines, even to drop off your child. Several parents have been doing this to drop or 

collect their children from Little Herons yet it is an offence to do so. The only exception is for a driver with a 

Blue Badge when they are able to park on single or double yellow lines for up to three hours if it is safe to do so 

but not within 15 metres of a junction.  It is also an offence to stop on the zig zag lines between school times. It 

really is so important that everyone follows the law so that we can mitigate any risk to the children who are try-

ing to walk to and from school. Many thanks for your support with this.  

After half-term the School Council will be selling poppies and items such as key rings, snap bands etc. ready for 

Remembrance Sunday.  If you child would like to purchase something please send in a donation. Snap bands are 

not to be worn in school. 

Our BIG Think question today is ‘What makes a diverse community?’ and Year 1 shared their thoughts with eve-

ryone in assembly this afternoon.  

On behalf of all of the staff, thank you for all your continued support as we work in collaboration together. We 

hope you have a fantastic half-term and look forward to seeing all the children refreshed and ready for an exciting 

half-term on Monday 6th November.  

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Wilford 

Headteacher 



WHAT YEAR 1 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 2 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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We are so very impressed and proud of how the class have settled in to Year 1 during their 

first half-term. They have enjoyed lots of play-based learning and have started completing more 

activities in their books for different subjects - some of which has blown us away!  

This week we have been writing letters to Beegu to ask if they want to come and visit our 

school, using capital letters, finger spaces and full stops - I wonder if Beegu will appear after half

-term...? In Maths the children have shown off their addition skills using part-part-whole models 

to split up numbers to 7 with great understanding. We even solved some tricky word problems 

to do with this on Thursday - well done. In Geography and Science we have completed our 

post-learning assessment activities to demonstrate all we have learned about Our School and 

The 5 Senses, and we were very excited to bring home our DT sewing projects too! Some 

Beegu art activities rounded off the term. We hope everyone has a great break and look for-

ward to seeing you all on Monday 6th November for more learning fun! 

WHAT RECEPTION HAVE BEEN UP TO 
This week in Reception class we have been applying our phonics to write simple CVC words. 

We decided on the words to write and then repeated them a few times and attempted to write 

the sounds we could hear. Some of us could hear the sounds but needed to use the sound mat 

to find the sounds whilst others could hear the sound and knew what it looked like without the 

mat. Everyone worked so hard and the children are tired after their first half term but we are 

incredibly proud of them. In maths we have used the large foam Numicon outside to identify 

how many circles it has and then matched this with the correct number. Outside we loved the 

mud kitchen and exploring the flour....but the children needed some support to learn how to put 

on the all in one weather suits!  

What a busy week in Year 2! 

We all had a fantastic trip on Tuesday despite almost getting blown away! The children were all 

incredibly well behaved and the ladies running the session even said that they wished every 

school was as well-behaved and listened as well as our children did. They were great ambassa-

dors for Wootton Primary.  

At the lifeboat station, the children learnt lots about how to keep safe in the sea and about the 

lifeboat itself. We got to have a good close up look at the boat and thought really carefully 

about how different today's life boats are to that of Grace Darling's.  

When back on shore, the children battled the wind and did some beautiful sketching of the sea-

scape and offshore lifeboat station. A big thank you to our parent helpers for supporting our 

trip and also for very spectacularly catching some fly away paper from some sketch books. 

On Wednesday, we had some of our grown ups join us for a DT afternoon where we made 

sandwiches and a seagull proof carrier for them. This was a great afternoon and the children 

and adults all seemed to have a wonderful time.  

To finish our topic on Grace Darling, the children completed their seascape pictures. The class 

used all the skills we have been learning in Art and the end pieces look brilliant. 

A huge well done for all the hard work this half term! I hope everyone has a great half term! 



WHAT YEAR 4 HAVE BEEN UP  

WHAT YEAR 5 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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In Year 3 we have been writing our own setting descriptions for Giant Country using more powerful 

adjectives and alliteration too. In Maths the children have continued to learn even more about addition 

and subtraction and how to use place value grids, place value coins and dienes to support them when 

setting out their formal written calculations which involve crossing over into the tens and hundreds. In 

Geography, we looked at other global cities and compared them against London. In French the children 

continued to perform the French Song they learnt last week and Frère Jacques. Well done for working 

really hard this half term Year 3, remember to keep safe and well over the half term holidays and read 

as much as you can.  

  WHAT YEAR 3 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

In Year 4 we have had a very exciting week! In Maths we have been continuing with our 

multiplication and division of 6 and 7, and applying this knowledge to solve worded problems. In Art 

we have been showcasing our creative skills by creating intricate designs for our printing topic, using 

cardboard, string and paint. For Science we recapped our States of Matter knowledge and used 

scientific language to discuss what would happen to an ice cube if left out for a few days and 

determine if the same would happen to a lump of wax. The highlight of the week though was, of 

course, 

our trip to Ancient Butser Farm on Monday. Year 4 were superstars all day, and blew Miss Cooke 

away with how much they had learnt this term about the Anglo Saxons. What a great way to end the 

half term. Thank you Year 4 – enjoy your break! 

It has been a busy final week of the half term, with lots of units to finish. In English, the children ap-

plied the SPAG they had learned this half term and produced truly exceptional setting descriptions of 

a tropical island based on our class novel (Kensuke’s Kingdom). In maths, we continued our study of 

fractions by learning how to find equivalent fractions, order and compare fractions less than  one and 

find a common multiple to add and subtract fractions with different denominators. In geography we 

explored whether all countries have the same economic wealth in terms of natural resources and 

were able to conclude our topic question – ‘How are natural resources used around the world?’ In 

computing, we finished our unit of work on systems, by learning how search engines work as well as 

how to utilise a digital system.  However, my highlight of the week was art. The children reflected on 

their collaborative collage well and came up with several great suggestions as to how they would im-

prove their work if they were to complete it again. Have a wonderful half term break, you all deserve 

it!    



Page 5 

  

Palmer Year 1 Clara 

Armah Year 2 Betty 

Shien Ng  Year 3 Cassandra 

Richards Year 4 Emily-Rose 

Aderin-Pocock Year 5 Evan 

Islam Year 6 Killian 

Star Pupils 

This week Year Six has been working on war poetry in English. We read and performed some fa-

mous poems written by real WW1 soldiers, and then used figurative language to work collabora-

tively on creating powerful poems of our own. In maths, we have applied our knowledge of multi-

plication to help us with long division and have begun using this method to solve problems. We 

completed our Banksy topic in art by designing and drawing murals with messages that are im-

portant to the children. In geography, we analysed both human and physical geography to compare 

the Isle of Wight to London. We have finished our Light topic in science by using our knowledge 

to complete an assessment and in PSHE we learned about different types of commitments that 

people in relationships may choose to make.  

Star Pupil parents may 

join Friday’s Celebration 

Assembly to see their 

child presented with 

their Star Pupil            

certificates at 9am.  

 
Please sign in at the     

office before making 

your way around to the 

hall.  

WHAT YEAR 6 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

 
MONDAY— Rocket Dog or Veggie Rocket Dog with Orange and 

Ginger Firework Cake with Custard for pudding. 
TUESDAY– Turkey con Chilli or Macaroni Cheese with Crunchy 

Chocolate Biscuit for pudding. 
WEDNESDAY– Roast Turkey or Cheesy Leek and Carrot Crum-

ble with Chocolate and Vanilla Marble Cake for pudding.  
THURSDAY— Sausage Pasta Bake or  Vegetarian Sausage Pasta 

Bake with  Carrot Cake for Pudding. 
FRIDAY– Fish Fingers and Chips or Crispy Quorn Nuggets and 

Chips with Strawberry ice cream for Pudding. 
In addition to the menu above, children can order pasta with tomato sauce or a jacket potato or  

baguette with a choice of fillings  



The class with the best 

attendance this week is: 

Shien Ng 

 
Attendance This 

Week (%) 

Rolling Attendance 

since Sept (%) 

Palmer 91.1 93.2 

Armah 90.7 94.9 

Hussain-

Gambles 
98.5 98.7 

Shien Ng 98.7 97.3 

Richards 96.9 98.0 

Aderin-Pocock 93.1 96.4 

Islam 96.6 96.3 

Whole School 95.0 96.4 

 Lates This Week Lates since September 

Palmer 1 6 

Armah 0 7 

Hussain-Gamble 0 5 

Shien Ng 2 11 

Richards 0 5 

Aderin-Pocock 0 0 

Islam 1 5 

Whole School 3 38 

Total Minutes 56 467 

Our school target is 

96.5%. 

We are currently 

Below target and 

aim for our children 

to be in school 100% 

of the time! 
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Please ensure 

you email an          

absence note 

within 2 weeks 

of your child  

being absent, 

otherwise it 

will be marked 

down as         

unauthorised. 





SPORTS NEWS  
A message from Mr Billington 

 

Unfortunately our Tag Rugby Finals Day was called off on Thursday due to poor pitch 

conditions and a terrible weather forecast. This has been re-scheduled for Thursday 9 th of 

November and we wish the team good luck. 

Terrific Teamwork- 

This week’s Sports Stars: 

Year 1: Alfie C Year 4: Yellow House 

Year 2: Pippa S Year 5: Yellow House 

Year 3: Yellow House Year 6: Blue House 

This week has been our house competition week. The children have applied their taught 

skills from the previous 6 weeks into small sided short timed games. In KS1 this takes the 

form of multi skills relays and challenges. Alfie C in Year 1 was our sports star of the week 

for his encouragement and support for his team mates. He was always there to remind 

them of when to go and what they needed to do should they have forgotten. Great effort 

Alfie, well done. In Year 2 I’ve picked out Pippa S for very similar reasons. She was always 

calm with her team and made sure they were alert and ready to compete. Well done Pippa. 

Miss Fish has chosen to highlight Blue House as a whole. When a scoring mix-up meant one 

of their results had to be expunged and then replayed, the house responded really well and 

played the replayed fixture with the right attitude and grace. Even though the result didn’t 

go their way they accepted the situation gracefully. Well done Year 6 Blue House, fantastic 

role models. 

In Years 3-5 I can’t look past the efforts of Yellow House. They have been the runaway 

winners for the house competitions. In all year groups they either tied first or finished as 

outright winners. Well done Yellow house, you are clearly working hard and gelling well as 

an efficient team. 

This means that the current Sports Points look very good for Yellow House, who lead the 

way with 215 points. Blue and Red are joint second with 135 and Green are third with 115. 

All house competitions count towards our Sports Cup along with Sports Day. 

Thank you for some great teamwork this half-term. Next half-term our focus switches to 

self-belief and how that can impact our own personal performances. 

Upcoming Competitive Fixtures- 

Thursday 9 th November – U11 Tag Rugby Island Finals 

Friday 10 th November – U11 Boys Rural League vs Priory (Away) 



 



Local Community Sports 

















A message from Mrs. Grimes 
Thank you to the parents who expressed an 

interest in meeting a representative from SEN-

DIASS.  Unfortunately they have filled all the 

slots available to visit schools, but I have ex-

pressed an interest for this in the Summer 

Term, when they may be running some 

more.  In the meantime if you would like fur-

ther information about their service please 

visit http://iowsendiass.co.uk where you will 

find a wealth of information and a 'contact us' 

section if you would like some specific sup-

port.  Alternatively you can call 01983 825548.  









The ERIC charity is offering a range of webinars to attend free to support you with any toileting 
difficulties with your child.  Please use the link below to book a place. 

 https://eric.org.uk/parent-carer-webinars/   

Workshops for parents and carers who support children 

with Rare Conditions - please use the following link to find 

out more and to sign up. 

 
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/rare-conditions-workshops-2296719?

fbclid=IwAR3fWDbBJ8K4t6VwGIoqGFOM1aPX895gygZmmCBRzN57rY

kMUP1RhOeHNlM 
    



Adult Community Learning are pleased to launch their new Autumn pro-

gramme.  We have a wide range of workshops and courses on offer, if you are inter-

ested in any of the following: Functional Skills English and/or maths, Multiply maths, 

ICT, Art, Craft, Health and Wellbeing or FREE online short courses, please head 

over to our website www.iow.gov.uk/ACLcourses  for more information and to 

book.  If you would rather speak to a member of staff, call the office on 01983 

817280 or pop into The Learning Centre, Westridge, Ryde and someone will be on-

ly too happy to help you.  

  
If you are interested in developing your skills further, perhaps to retrain or return 

to work, why not book a careers appointment with our information, advice, and 

guidance professional?  She will tailor the appointment to your needs and can offer 

you help with CV writing, covering letters, application forms or support you with 

career changes, redundancy, education and training. 

  
We also have an ICT suite which is open every Friday 9.30am to 12.30pm (term 

time only) starting Friday 22 September, for anyone wishing to access online learn-

ing or get support from a tutor.  

  

We look forward to seeing you. 



Coffee and cakes are back! 
St Mark’s coffee mornings will resume for the winter months 

so that you can keep warm and enjoy 
refreshments while chatting to friends. As well as the choice 

of tasty cakes, tea, coffee and hot 

chocolate will be available. 

The sessions will be for an extended time 9 – 11.30am on: 

Tuesday 21 November 

Tuesday 19 December 

Tuesday 23 January 

Tuesday 20 February. 
Feel free to drop in at any time. We would be especially 

pleased to welcome parents and carers 

with young children after the school drop off. 

Donations are welcome but not expected. 

Stay&Play @ St Mark’s Church 
Looking for somewhere to take your young child on a chilly 

Thursday morning? St Mark’s is 
extending its former Little Lions club to all children (with 

their carers) for babies and up to eight 
years old. The sessions will run from 9.15 – 11.30 and include 

some themed activities. The first 
session on Thursday 9 November will be an autumn theme. 

Bring your child/ren and enjoy a range 

of art, craft and play activities along with stories and songs. 

Refreshments will be available for children and adults. 
Leaders are all DBS checked and have experience working 

with children and families. 

Cost £2 per family. 

For more details email welcome.stmarks@gmail.com 














