
 17th November  2023 

Wootton Community 

Primary School 

Dates for 2023-24 

(subject to change) 

Friday 24th Novem-

ber—  Jolly Jars due 

back to school  

Friday 1st December

– Christmas Fayre 

Thursday 7th No-

vember—  Christmas 

jumper day 

Tuesday 12th De-

cember—  Christmas 

Play 

Wednesday 13th De-

cember— Christmas 

dinner  

Thursday 14th De-

cember—  Christmas 

play  

Friday 15th Decem-

ber– Christingle and 

Christmas party  

Development Days 

Monday 18th Decem-

ber 

Tuesday 19th De-

cember 

Thursday 28th March 

2024 

Friday 26th July 2024 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 Dear Parents, 

I cannot believe it is Friday already - what a busy week it has been! The high-

light for me this week has been our New Entrant Tours which took place on 

Tuesday and Thursday, for parents with children due to start school in Sep-

tember next year. I always enjoy these events as it gives me the opportunity 

to share our wonderful school and for the children to share their work and 

tell parents the things they like about Wootton and what they enjoy. During 

each session I ask different children to think of reasons as to why they think 

the new parents should send their children here, without any prompting, it is 

great to hear responses such as ‘we have lovely teachers’ and ‘we like our 

learning’. This year our Year 6 House Captains took an active part with the 

tours and supported me giving their thoughts and ideas too, answering parent 

questions. So, thank you to the House Captains but also to all the children for 

such a super week! 

It has been lovely to hear children singing their Christmas performance songs 

and devising their dance routines in PE. I am aware that some children find 

performing a challenge and we work hard to ensure that children who want 

to be at the front are, and others are positioned at the back. Dance, singing 

and performance are part of the National Curriculum so all children are ex-

pected to be involved in some way. We are really looking forward to sharing 

our show with you and the ticket booking letter will be sent home on Mon-

day. As stated in the letter we are only able to offer three tickets per family in 

the first instance so please ensure you return your slip and payment as quickly 

as you can.  

Thank you for all the offers of support so far for the Christmas Fayre on Fri-

day 1st December, 3 to 5pm, however we still need more help for every ac-

tivity to be able to run.  If you can offer help to set up, in school from 1.30pm 

and/or help run a stall, and/or tidy, please either let the PTA know via the Fa-

cebook page or ring the school office. We need to have numbers BEFORE 

Wednesday 29th November to make the final plans, thank you. 

The deadline for Jolly Jars is next Friday along with Christmas jumper dona-

tions. 

You will find attached information about an open day at Dinosaur Isle this 

weekend with an entry fee of only £1. 

Due to Mr Scurr’s absence today we were not able to access the homework 

scores for our competition so we will have the top ‘10’ next week for TTRS, 

Numbots, maths and spelling shed - keep up the great work!  

 



It was another busy assembly with our Star Pupils and achievements outside of school. It was 

lovely to hear that several children represented Brownies and Cubs at different Remembrance 

events last Sunday. Well done to Daisy, Emily-Rose and Max from Year 4 for doing so. We also 

got to see some creative activities completed by Evie and Iommi both in Year 5. Evie attends 

activities with the Saturday Club and made an incredible wooden money box and Iommi has 

spent a week completing her own crochet handbag. Emily-Rose in Year 4 and Florence in Year 

2 shared their Rainbow and Brownie badges. We congratulated a group who have achieved a 

level at their gymnastics club - well done to Florence, Amira, Jessica and Betty in Year 2 and 

Emily-Rose in Year 5. Eddie in Year 2, Travis in Year 4 and Tyler in Year 6 continue to go from 

strength to strength with their Muay Thai. They all took part in an inter-club competition this 

week, each getting a medal, Travis achieved two - well done boys and well done to all our 

achievers this week!  

We have not had our usual Big Think this week due to work completed in classes around anti-

bullying. Across the country this week school children will be revisiting their behaviour policies 

with their schools and writing an anti-bullying charter. I have really enjoyed working with the 

School Council too this week with this and they are going to meet with our Governors on 

Monday evening to share their findings. 

You may have seen in the recent news, and you may recall me writing about this a few weeks 

ago too, the concern regarding the content of the RSHE (relationships, sex and health educa-

tion). Some schools have not been transparent in sharing the content of this teaching with par-

ents so have had concerns with what their children are being taught. Please be assured that the 

scheme we use is pitched correctly to each group and for the vast majority of the content it is 

covered within our Science curriculum. Leading up to the strands regarding RSHE we ensure 

parents are informed in advance when we will be teaching this and a letter is sent home outlin-

ing the content of the materials. Please also have a look on ther school website within the poli-

cy tab where you will find our RSE policy will lists all that we cover. I hope this will alleviate  any 

concerns you may have had but please feel free to discuss this with your class teacher. 

I have received an email from the Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel De Sou-

za, asking for you to complete a survey with your child so that children’s voices are heard in 

parliament. Please use the link if you would like to do so http://

www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigambition 

In the meantime, I hope you have a lovely weekend 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jane Wilford 

Headteacher 



WHAT YEAR 1 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 2 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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Year 1 have had another busy week! We started with a bang with our Space dome experience on 

Monday - everyone enjoyed learning about Mars and the "spinning" journey to get there! In Maths 

we have been thinking about dividing by two, making equal groups with classroom objects, practical 

resources and drawings. We have also begun to think about which numbers can and cannot be di-

vided by 2 and why this might be, linked to our work on odd and even numbers last week. The 

class also explored halving different 2-D shapes and learned how to use a ruler accurately. In English 

we have continued our work on Whatever Next, considering what we might need to take to space, 

and have also begun learning about adding the suffix -ing. History also took us to space once more 

where we learned about the key events in the the Space Race of the 1950s and 1960s. We finished 

the week by talking about different journeys in RE and whether journeys always have a positive end-

ing, and starting to learn our Christmas song! 

Well done, everyone :) 

WHAT RECEPTION HAVE BEEN UP TO 
This week in Reception class we started to read our new text called 'Owl Babies'. We explored 

some of the new vocabulary and learnt how the mummy owl swooped silently when she re-

turned to her babies. The children have used the tuff tray to explore the book by themselves 

and used the puppets to tell the story. We also talked about owls having a 'heart' shaped face 

and some of us attempted to draw a heart shape. We have done lots of counting and have been 

learning to 'subitise'. We had open day this week and the children were amazing as poten-

tial  new families visited our school. Well done to all.  

This week, the children have been looking at a variety of nonfiction sources of infor-

mation.  The class used a mixture of websites, books, fact files and a documentary film to learn 

information about wolves.  The children have really enjoyed learning and gathering information 

and can recall so much new knowledge! At the end of the week, we then used this information 

to create a leaflet about wolves. These leaflets will soon be coming home and we sincerely hope 

that you enjoy reading them as much as we've enjoyed making them! The writing in Year 2 is 

really taking off at the moment. The children are working much more independently 

and handwriting is improving on a daily basis. Thank you for all the work going on at home in 

this area. 

In Maths, we moved onto looking at the properties of 2D and 3D shapes. The children were 

able to recall many shape names and identify the properties of different shapes. The class partic-

ularly enjoyed trying to guess the shape, based on the clues given.  

In Geography, we started our local area study on Bembridge. We recapped the features of 

Bembridge we saw whilst on our school trip and discussed any other experiences the children 

had in Bembridge. We then learnt some new vocabulary; urban, rural, city, town and village. 

The class then applied this learning and wrote a description about Bembridge for a person who 

is thinking about visiting there. 

Another busy week, with a lot of wet weather! Hopefully next week will bring us some more 

sunshine. Keep up the amazing work Year 2! 
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WHAT YEAR 5 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 4 HAVE BEEN UP  

  WHAT YEAR 3 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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In Year 3 the class have been busy creating their own story map for Stone Age Boy, which has helped them to 

think about what they want to describe when writing setting descriptions for the story. We have also focused 

on how to make our sentences longer with the use of connectives. 
In our Maths lessons we have continued to find out more about multiplication and division and have looked at 

the 3, 4 and 8 times tables. The children have used mathematical counting equipment to help them solve mul-

tiplication totals and divide equally into groups of 3, 4 and 8 when solving division problems. 
From our History lessons we have found out about the homes that people lived in during the Stone Age right 

through to the Iron Age and the children have drawn their versions of these homes and have seen how 

homes and settlements have changed over these periods of time. 
Our Science this term is all about rocks and soils. So far we have learnt about the 3 different types of rock: 

metamorphic, sedimentary and igneous. The children have looked closely at a collection of rocks and their 

visual properties and have sorted them carefully into the 3 different types of rock. 
In Music lessons, the children have continued to learn how to hold their recorders whilst covering the holes 

to help them successfully play B A and G notes when joining in with songs that Mr and Mrs Grimshaw are 

teaching them. Keep working hard Year 3, both in school and at home too.  

Another busy and rainy week this week in year 4! In English, we have been focussing on similes and 

rhyme in order to produce a Rainforest poem. In Maths we have been working on fractions and 

identifying tenths and hundredths when written as a decimal. In DT, we have been designing our 

hand puppet animals, identifying the materials we will need to help them come to life. During PSHE 

we had a class discussion about not always getting our own way, and the importance of compromise 

and negotiation. The children enjoyed sharing their stories of sibling rivalry in particular! All in all, it 

has been another productive week. Well done Year 4! 

We have had another busy and wonderful week in year 5. In maths we have recapped time, some-

thing which the cohort have found rather tricky, and have now moved onto reading and interpret-

ing data from timetables. In English, we have planned and begun writing out narrative stories based 

on Kensuke's Kingdom. In the wider curriculum, we have continued our ukulele lessons. Having 

learned two new chords, music is really starting to take shape. In RE we interpreted the birth story 

from the Bible, in computing we explored filming techniques and in science we discovered what the 

solar system looks like and used a compass to accurately draw the planets in orbit. However, my 

highlight of the week was our space workshop on Monday. It was lovely to see the children so en-

gaged and ask so many interesting questions about space travel and the history of the space race.   
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Palmer Year 1 Polly 

Armah Year 2 Nicholas 

Shien Ng  Year 3 Lucy 

Richards Year 4 Violet 

Aderin-Pocock Year 5 Isabelle 

Islam Year 6 Spencer 

Star Pupils 

This week we have really enjoyed starting our new class text: The Explorer, by Katherine Rundell. We 

have been working on using a range of sentence types and this involved revising subordinate clauses and 

fronted adverbials as well as learning some new sentence structures and applying them to a setting de-

scription. In maths we have been focusing on calculating percentages of amounts. This is a great skill to 

learn as we use percentage in real life to understand sales in shops! We have begun to learn about the 

Ancient Maya in history, looking at when and where their civilisation existed and starting to explore their 

religious beliefs. The children have also designed 'Ugly Doll' plushies in DT, which they will be sewing in a 

couple of weeks' time!   

Star Pupil parents may join 

Friday’s Celebration As-

sembly to see their child 

presented with their Star 

Pupil certificates at 9am.  

 
Please sign in at the office 

before making your way 

around to the hall.  

WHAT YEAR 6 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

 



The class with the best 

attendance this week is: 

Richards 

 
Attendance This Week 

(%) 

Rolling Attendance 

since Sept (%) 

Palmer 98.5 95.6 

Armah 95.0 95.1 

Hussain-

Gambles 
98.9 98.4 

Shien Ng 94.3 97.0 

Richards 99.7 98.2 

Aderin-Pocock 93.8 96.1 

Islam 94.5 96.3 

Whole School 96.3 96.7 

 Lates This Week Lates since September 

Palmer 3 6 

Armah 1 9 

Hussain-Gamble 2 5 

Shien Ng 3 12 

Richards 4 6 

Aderin-Pocock 2 0 

Islam 1 7 

Whole School 16 44 

Total Minutes 329 542 

Our school target is 

96.5%. 

We are currently 

Below target and 

aim for our children 

to be in school 100% 

of the time! 
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Please ensure 

you email an          

absence note 

within 2 weeks 

of your child  

being absent, 

otherwise it 

will be marked 

down as unau-

thorised. 





SPORTS NEWS  
A message from Mr Billington 

Unfortunately this may become a running theme, and the weather has caused havoc with 

sports fixtures. We’re hopeful that a spell of dry weather will help the pitches recover and 

allow some games to go ahead. 

Terrific Teamwork- 

This week’s Sports Stars: 

Year 1: Zachary P Year 4: Tallulah C 

Year 2: Florence S Year 5: Iommi S 

Year 3: Alfie C Year 6: Evie-May N 

 

This week’s children have all been selected for displaying similar skills or applying that little 
extra effort. They all clearly believed in their own abilities and this allowed them to suc-

ceed 

in their PE lessons. 

We have focussed on choreographing our Christmas performance dance routines. For Key 

Stage 1 this means children will put short moves together to some of the easier lyrics of 
their song. Zachary and Florence were great at suggesting moves that matched really well 

to 
the words. They were able to demonstrate them to the class and explained why they were 

a 

good suggestion. KS2 take a much bigger role in their routine choreography. Year 5 and 6 

are tasked with creating all of their dance, while Years 3 and 4 will do the majority and only 

the stage positions and larger whole class movements are aided by the teachers. 

Alfie, Tallulah, Iommi and Evie were fantastic at modelling dance moves and suggesting 

parts for their class routines. Well done everyone. 

 

Upcoming Competitive Fixtures- 

Friday 24 th November – U11 Boys vs Godshill (Away) – Pitch dependent! 









A message from Mrs. Grimes 
Thank you to the parents who expressed an 

interest in meeting a representative from SEN-

DIASS.  Unfortunately they have filled all the 

slots available to visit schools, but I have ex-

pressed an interest for this in the Summer 

Term, when they may be running some 

more.  In the meantime if you would like fur-

ther information about their service please 

visit http://iowsendiass.co.uk where you will 

find a wealth of information and a 'contact us' 

section if you would like some specific sup-

port.  Alternatively you can call 01983 825548.  





Workshops for parents and carers who support children 

with Rare Conditions - please use the following link to find 

out more and to sign up. 

 
 
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/rare-conditions-workshops-2296719?

fbclid=IwAR3fWDbBJ8K4t6VwGIoqGFOM1aPX895gygZmmCBRzN57rY

kMUP1RhOeHNlM 
    

FREE AUTISM TRAINING FOR PARENTS 
FREE online Autism Central peer educator sessions this month. These ses-

sions offer guidance to families, carers and personal assistants of autistic 

people and are run by peer educators. These are parents or carers of autis-

tic people, who are happy to share their knowledge and experience with 

you. These sessions are open to those living in Sussex, Kent, Surrey, Hamp-

shire/IOW, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 

To access please follow this link: 

 
https://www.aspens.org.uk/news/join-our-free-online-sessions-for-parents-and-carers 
   



Coffee and cakes are back! 
St Mark’s coffee mornings will resume for the winter months 

so that you can keep warm and enjoy 
refreshments while chatting to friends. As well as the choice 

of tasty cakes, tea, coffee and hot 

chocolate will be available. 

The sessions will be for an extended time 9 – 11.30am on: 

Tuesday 21 November 

Tuesday 19 December 

Tuesday 23 January 

Tuesday 20 February. 
Feel free to drop in at any time. We would be especially 

pleased to welcome parents and carers 

with young children after the school drop off. 

Donations are welcome but not expected. 

Stay&Play @ St Mark’s Church 
Looking for somewhere to take your young child on a chilly 

Thursday morning? St Mark’s is 
extending its former Little Lions club to all children (with 

their carers) for babies and up to eight 
years old. The sessions will run from 9.15 – 11.30 and include 

some themed activities. The first 
session on Thursday 9 November will be an autumn theme. 

Bring your child/ren and enjoy a range 

of art, craft and play activities along with stories and songs. 

Refreshments will be available for children and adults. 
Leaders are all DBS checked and have experience working 

with children and families. 

Cost £2 per family. 

For more details email welcome.stmarks@gmail.com 




















