
7th February 2025 

Wootton Community 

Primary School 

Dates for 2024-25 
(subject to change) 
 
 
 
Mon 10.02.2025 
Year 6 Mock SATs with 
breakfast (see letter) 
 
17.02.25-21.02.25  
Half-term break 
 
Thurs 06.03.2025(TBC) 
Year 5 taster day at Ryde 
Academy (Details to  
follow) 
  
Mon 24.03.25  
Parents evening 
 
Weds 26.03.25  
Parents evening 
 
Thurs 03.04.2025 
Easter Service 
 
07.04-21.04.25  
Easter break 
 
12.05-15.05.25  
Year 6 SATS 
 
20.05-23.05.25  
Year 6 residential (more 
details to follow) 
 
26.05-30.05.25  
Half-term 
 
Mon 02.06.25  
INSET day (school closed 
to children) 
 
Fri 18.07.25 End of year 
reports home 
 
Weds 23.07.25  
Teacher ‘open evening’ 
 
Fri 25.07.25 Year 6  
Leavers presentation @ 
11am  
12 noon family picnic with 
optional finish time 1.30pm 
 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

This week seems to have flown by, I cannot believe we have only one more week until 

half-term. Thank you so much for all your donations today for the Island wide, ‘Wear 

something that makes you happy’ appeal. Arlo’s auntie will be collecting the 

money next week, all £227 - an incredible amount, so thank you for supporting this. 

 

Year 4 had a fantastic workshop on Tuesday to enhance their History and English 

learning. ‘Wolfguard’ came to perform their very exciting activities and they were  

really impressed with the focus and questions that Year 4 had. Well done everyone! 

 

Yesterday afternoon the hall was a hive of excitement with Year 6 completing their 

Design Technology activities, making their ‘ugly dolls’ which concludes the project they 

have been working on this term. Thank you to all the parents and carers who came 

along to support with this. 

 

This week we have been engaged with the countrywide school focus on children’s 

mental health. The theme this year has been ’know yourself, grow yourself’. All  

classes have completed a range of activities following an assembly where we explored 

a range of feelings. We talked about building resilience and developing a ’tool kit’ to 

cope with struggles all children will experience at some point in their life. Mr Scurr 

used some helpful tips from the BBC of which you may want to use with your children 

at home  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z64s8p3#zrbnkhv https://

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbpv9j6  

 

You may recall a few weeks ago I shared the exciting news that Cooper in Year 6 was 

the winning name for the new Island Roads gritting lorry for the Wootton area,  

naming it ‘Sir-Grit-a-lot’. Island roads brought the new gritter to show us and the 

photographs have now gone live and can be seen on our school Facebook page and 

https://islandroads.com/gritters-named-by-island-schoolchildren/  

 

On the PTA Facebook page you will find information regarding one of our Year 4 

parent’s who's business has been nominated for the Isle of Wight business award. 

Talking of the PTA, don’t forget it is the Valentine’s disco next Thursday 4.30pm

-5.45pm. Tickets are £1 and paid on the day at the door, refreshments are available 

but PLEASE bring lots of small change for these. Children in Reception MUST 

be accompanied by an adult, we cannot accommodate younger  

siblings. Children in Years 1 to 6 must be collected at 5.45pm and will not be  

allowed to walk home. We are really looking forward to this, if you can offer help  

during the event or after to clear up please let the PTA know or leave a message at 

the office. 

 

In assembly today we heard from Nicholas in Year 3 who shared his swimming  

certificate and from Luca in Year 1 who shared three football medals from his training 

club, well done to both of you. 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z64s8p3#zrbnkhv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbpv9j6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zbpv9j6
https://islandroads.com/gritters-named-by-island-schoolchildren/


 

A big well done for also all the efforts made with homework this week, our top 5 children, each gaining 5 House 

Points are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our BIG Think question this week is ‘Would you rather explore space or the deepest parts of the ocean?’.  

We had a whole range of reasons as to why children preferred one or the other.  

 

In the meantime, I hope you have a great weekend - think you will need to wrap up warm!  

 

 

Jane Wilford 

Headteacher 

 

 



WHAT YEAR 1 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 2 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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Another great week in Year One! In Maths we learnt about 2D shapes and started to think about the  

properties of shapes such as how many sides it has. The class answered some true/false questions about 

shapes then they completed some challenges such as 'draw an alien with two triangle arms'. Then we learnt 

about fractions. We looked at lots of shapes which were split into two parts but some shapes did not have 

two equal parts. The children decided which of the shapes had been halved. After this we looked at shapes 

which had been split into quarters. We then solved some tricky problems using fractions of shapes - well 

done, everyone!  

We had an exciting start to our English lesson on Monday - all the chairs in the classroom quit! The class 

wrote a recount explaining what had happened and thought of some interesting reasons why the chairs might 

have quit! Then we read the story 'The Day the Crayons Quit' by Drew Daywalt. The children then wrote 

about what they like and dislike about the story and wrote some questions for the author. We learned about 

the features of a letter and then turned ourselves into different coloured crayons! We wrote a letter in role 

as a crayon to our owner Duncan, telling him why we had decided to quit. In Science this week we completed 

an investigation to find the best material to use for curtains. The children thought about the properties of 

curtains such as opaque then we tested lots of materials to find the best one. In DT we began creating our 

final moving pictures based on our toy designs and these are already looking amazing! Computing saw us  

programming the Beebots to move in different directions and in Big Think we all enjoyed discussing this 

week's question.  

Finally, we are so very impressed with the Year 1's progress in their phonics - learning new alternative sounds 

and becoming really fluent readers. A huge well done!  

WHAT RECEPTION HAVE BEEN UP TO 
 

 

This week in Reception class we have come to the end of our Phase 3 sounds and now we are learning to read 

longer words and this week the children were introduced to the term 'chunking' which is where you break the 

longer words down into 2 smaller sections to sound talk and blend. Whilst this was challenging the children all 

tried really hard and we realised that by 'chunking' it makes it far easier to read the words. 

 

We have continued to finish writing our list of things we would take to the moon and in maths we have focused 

again on some subitising: where you look at an amount of objects and say how many there are without counting 

them.  

 

Having celebrated Chinese New Year last Friday, the children have enjoyed exploring the resources in the home 

corner and doing their own Chinese writing independently.  

 

This week in English, we have been looking at prepositions and adverbs. To begin with we looked at the pur-

pose of these words and played some fun preposition games. We then worked on applying them within our 

writing. The whole class did a fantastic job of this, with brilliant writing outcomes all round. In spelling we 

looked at adding -ed and -ing onto the end of words. We have been practicing this spelling rule all week and on 

Thursday had a lesson to apply this within our writing.  

 

In Maths, we started our new unit on multiplication. We spent the first lesson recapping our x2, x5 and x10s. 

We then moved onto using arrays to represent and solve multiplication problems. Once the class had all se-

cured this skill, we moved onto problem solving. The class did really well at this. We will be continuing on with 

this next week.  

 

The class had a fun challenge in science this week. They had to pretend that we were sending an  

animal to live on Mars. We thought about our learning so far this half term, and had to make a list of things that 

an animal would need in order to survive. We first thought about the basic needs of an animal and then the 

class discussed someone's idea of an animal needing love. We thought about whether love is crucial to survival. 

This was a really good and in depth conversation with so many good arguments on both sides.  

 

A really good week in Year 2! Well done! 
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WHAT YEAR 5 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 4 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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As this half term draws to a close, there's no let up in the amazing learning Year 3 has been doing. In English, 

we have continued to focus on sentence structure and paragraphing by focusing on writing topical paragraphs in 

order to write a non-chronological report about volcanoes. The children have done really well with their  

development of paragraphing this half term and the progress within their writing has been huge. In maths, we 

have moved on from addition and subtraction and onto multiplication and division. This week, we have  

recapped our knowledge of the 2, 5 and 10 times tables as well as learning the related division facts. The  

children have learned how to use their multiplication knowledge to aid in the inverse operation. In computing, 

we concluded the unit, by creating a branching database all about dinosaurs. In music, Miss Paterson taught the 

children how to compose a basic tune and perform it on the glockenspiel and in geography, we conducted 

some field work to explore where in a school is the safest, should a volcano erupt (link as to why some people 

choose to live near a volcano). We also completed a case study - learning about the volcanic eruption in the 

DRC in 2021. Next week, the children will compare that eruption to the one that destroyed Pompeii back in 

79 AD. However, my highlight of the week was once again swimming. It is amazing to see how much the  

children have progressed in such a short space of time. Well done year 3. Only one more week to go!  

 

Year 5 have been very productive this week! In English, the children have looked at how dialogue and action can 

be interspersed for greater effect within their writing. They have used this idea to create their own narratives as 

if they are the narrator from the text. In maths, the class have flown through understanding negative numbers, 

and ordering and comparing these. This knowledge has been reinforced within science, which focused on  

evaluating our friction investigations from last week by creating a graph of the results. The children then drew 

out the main conclusions, clearly explaining which surfaces create the most friction and why. In computing, Year 

5 worked hard on their Microbit programmes and they are now very close to finishing these, and in Geography, 

we explored the similarities and differences between our chosen European countries. Lastly, in art the children 

learnt a range of watercolour techniques to improve their paintings and then had the opportunity to implement 

these within their work. I’m very impressed with artwork they have created, they all look brilliant! Keep up the 

great work Year 5 : ) 

 

Wootton 

WHAT YEAR 3 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

 
It has been a very exciting week in Year 4. In English, we explored time adverbials and subordinate  

conjunctions in preparation of our instruction writing next week. We deepened our understanding of tenths 

and hundredths in Maths, representing these as decimals and fractions. In Science, we interpreted food chains 

and identified new vocabulary such as consumer and producer.  

 

As part of Children’s Mental Health Week, we created Personality Islands to reflect on our emotions and  

understand how our memories and experiences shape who we are. In Computing, we used the repeat  

command in LOGO to create shapes and patterns. But of course, the highlight of our week was the incredible 

Viking re-enactment with Wolfguard, where we examined replica artefacts, asked questions about Viking life, 

and watched thrilling battles.  

 

Thank you Year 4, have a wonderful weekend! 



 

Page 5 Thank you so much to everyone who came to join Year Six for their DT event, helping us sew our 'Ugly Dolls'. I know 

the children were very excited to have you here with us and to share their learning with you. The final Ugly Dolls will 

come home on Monday, if finished today, or Thursday if a little finishing off is needed between now and then.  

 

In English this week we have been catching up on some grammar objectives, especially focusing on determiners and  

pronouns - which can sometimes be confused - and revision of tenses. In maths, we have reached a point where all  

children have a reliable division method, and almost all children can now use long division with a very good level of  

accuracy, which is a real achievement! We then moved on to some line graph analysis.  

 

In both PSHE and science we learned about the impact of drugs on the body, mainly focusing on understanding the  

different types of drug: illegal and legal, stimulant or depressant, recreational or medical. The children were shocked to 

find out that tea and coffee contain a drug called caffeine! Please continue to teach your child about safety around  

medicines at home, such as correct dosage, safe storage, and the importance of not taking  medicine intended for  

someone else.  

 

Next week we are looking forward to our mock SATs (especially the breakfast together!) so we can enjoy our progress 

and feel confident and relaxed about future testing. 

WHAT YEAR 6 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

Murphy  
Year 1 

Luca 

Gravett 
Year 2 

Sebby 

Dahl 
Year 3 

Betty 

Sutcliff 
 Year 4 

Jenson D 

Q’ Raúf 
 Year 5 

Gracie 

Rundell Ollie L 

Star Pupils 

Please come and see your child 

presented with their certificate 

and hear the wonderful  
reasons as to why they have 

been chosen as their class Star 

Pupil this week in our  

celebration assembly on  

Friday at 8.45am. 



The class with the best 

attendance this week is: 

Rundell Class 

 
Pupils Absent this week 

(%) 

Rolling Absences 

since Sept (%) 

Donaldson 2.33 7.98 

Murphy 4.29 7 

Gravett 4.33 4.6 

Dahl 2 4.27 

Sutcliff 7.42 5.28 

Q’ Raúf 9.03 8.19 

Rundell 0.31 4.21 

Whole School 4.22 5.88 

 Lates This Week Lates since September 

Donaldson 5 50 

Murphy 5 58 

Gravett 1 24 

Dahl 2 92 

Sutcliff 6 63 

Q’ Raúf 5 102 

Rundell 3 136 

Whole School 27 473 

Total Minutes 426 4736 

Our school target is 

96.5%. 

We are currently 

BELOW target and 

aim for our children 

to be in school 100% 

of the time! 
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Please ensure 

you email an          

absence note 

within 2 weeks 

of your child  

being absent, 

otherwise it 

will be marked 

down as  

unauthorised. 



SEND NEWS 



 

 

 

U11 Boys Football Rural Cup vs Northwood 

 

Last Friday, our U11 Boys team played their rearranged second round cup game against Northwood Primary. The 

team approached the game incredibly positively, even with the knowledge that this would be one of their tough-

est games of the season. They truly believed that they could cause an upset and overturn the loss  

experienced against Northwood in the league, earlier in the season. I think this shows what a resilient and 

determined group our U11 boys are. 

 

The first half was brilliant football. Northwood tried to dominate through their passing and possession based ap-

proach. However, Wootton’s press didn’t allow the time to think or pass accurately. This meant that the sides 

were locked at 0-0 with neither team being able to say they were on top. 

 

Unfortunately, the second half didn’t go as hoped. I may 

be slightly biased, but only one of Northwood’s five 

goals in the second half was deserved. The other four 

included unlucky deflections, the ball bouncing just over 

the line or the muddy conditions allowing the ball to 

slip past! As soon as that first bit of bad luck occurred, 

our team’s heads dropped and Northwood seized on 

the opportunity as any good team would. 

 

The team was rightly gutted at full-time. But they 

should be proud of their efforts and the progress they 

have made this half-term which allowed a much closer 

competition. 

 

The team has one final game after the half-term break - 

the rearranged league fixture versus Freshwater and 

Yarmouth. 

 

Sports News 
 



 

Please contact 
the PTA if you 

are able to  
offer any  

support with 
this event. 


