
2nd May 2025 

Wootton Community 

Primary School 

Dates for 2024-25 
(subject to change) 
 
 
Tues 06.05.25 
Year 4 WW2 Trip 
 
Weds 07.05.25 
PTA Meeting 6.30pm 
 
12.05-15.05.25  
Year 6 SATS 
 
Mon 19.05.25 
Year1 Wildlife Sanctuary 
Trip 
 
20.05-23.05.25  
Year 6 residential 
 
Thurs 22.05.25 
MHST Workshop  
1.15-2.45 
 
26.05-30.05.25  
Half-term 
 
Mon 02.06.25  
INSET day (school 
closed to children) 
 
Fri 06.06.25 
Y5 Planetarium Trip 
 
Sat 28.06.25 
Mardi Gras Workshop 
 
Sat 05.07.25 
Mardi Gras 
 
Tues 08.07.25 
Transition day 
 
Thurs 17.07.25 
Year R Yaverland Trip  
 
Fri 18.07.25  
End of year reports 
home 
 
Weds 23.07.25  
Teacher ‘open evening’ 
 
Thurs 24.07.25 
Celebration Assembly 
& 4-5pm Leavers treat 
 
Fri 25.07.25 Year 6  
Leavers presentation 
@ 11am  
12 noon family picnic 
with optional finish time 
1.30pm 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

What a beautiful week it has been, the children have thoroughly enjoyed being able to 

use the field and in particular, the children in Key Stage 2 who have benefited from the 

weather - many choosing to eat their lunch outside. 

 

I want to bring parking to the start of the newsletter this week in the hope that  

everyone will read this section! As you are all aware, we have many parents who have 

a Blue Badge due to either their own disability or their child’s. Sadly, several parents 

have been intimidated this week due to comments made to them. In assembly this 

week we have explored respect and it saddens me that parents are not being role 

models of this. Please remember that not all disabilities are visible and that a strict  

assessment process is used when Blue Badges are awarded. However, please can I ask 

that if you are in possession of a Blue Badge and do need to park on the double yellow 

lines, you keep to the school side of the road and not between the traffic lights and 

the school entrance. Please park further down the Church Road so as not to cause 

congestion at the traffic lights. Due to the numerous complaints we have received, but 

in particular the significant impact this has on the safety of children, we have had to 

notify Island Roads, the Isle of Wight Council and local police team. Please be aware 

that if you are parked causing an obstruction between the school entrance and the 

traffic lights, you may face a fine. In the same way, if you have dropped your child off 

PLEASE return to your car and allow someone else to park. This will also aid the 

flow of traffic, thank you. 

 

Year 3 had a great day at Brading Roman Villa on Wednesday and their fantastic  

behaviour was praised by the Villa staff, well done Year 3. Year 5 had their first sailing 

session yesterday at Seaview and had fun but were very slow at changing, hopefully this 

will get better!   

 

Following the news last week regarding the change of SENCo from September, we 

have received several queries as to whether Miss Paterson will continue to teach. This 

year Miss Paterson has had a part-time teaching commitment which she will not have 

in September. We are currently in the process of looking at staffing and will share 

more news when we are able to do so. 

 

We have had several parents sign up for the first MHST workshop on Thursday 

22nd May, 1.15-2.45pm but there are more spaces so please contact the office if 

you would like to attend. There are several more sessions following this but  

attendance to the first one is required to access some or all of the subsequent  

sessions. Please see the poster attached for more information regarding the first  

session. The additional sessions are on 5th, 12th and 26th June all 1.15-2.45pm.   

 

I am sorry I had to postpone the PTA meeting this week, I look forward to seeing 

you all next Wednesday at 6.30pm to plan an event for the last half of the summer 

term. 

 

We are delighted to share that we are hiring the hall for a Zumba class. This is great 

fun if you like loud music and dancing, with the added bonus of helping you keep fit. 

Please see the poster for more information as it would be great to see some of you 

next Thursday.  



You will see on the Walk the Wight Leader board that we have dropped from 

1st place! Please remember to sign up, regardless of how your child is completing 

the walk, not long now till the 11th May.  

 

In assembly today we congratulated several different achievements hearing from 

Phoenix E in Year 2, Ralph and Zach in Year 4 who took part in a rugby festival 

on the mainland. Also Faye in Year 6 has achieved the silver awards in Scouts and 

Patryk in Year 3 has been invested in Cubs. Emmy in Year 1 shared her swimming 

award, well done everyone!  We also received a lovely framed photograph from 

Island Roads which was taken when ‘Sir-Grit-a lot’ came to visit us back in the 

winter. This will be displayed in the office area in school. Miss Paterson presented 

several reading certificates too with some children now at the silver award stage.  

We concluded assembly talking to Lara in Year 3 and her sister Hayley in Year 5 

who are hosting a cake sale on Monday at their home to raise funds for Wessex Cancer. Please support this, 

more information on the attached poster.  

Please remember that we are a NO NUT( including coconut) school due to severe allergies for several  

children and staff. Please check food labels. Morning snacks MUST be fruit, cheese or similar and NOT biscuits 

etc.  

 

 

 

Mr Scurr shared the result of homework over the 

last week. The top five children each gain 5 House 

Points for their hard work, in particular well done 

Year 4 who are working really hard.  

 

 

 

 

Please remember to have a look at the school web-

site for your child’s new topic overview for this half-

term. 

 

If you shop in Tesco, please sign up to the Easy fundraising App which will give the school a chance to win 

some money! Please see poster attached.  

 

I have had our Development Days approved for the next academic year. Please see below the days that school 

will be closed to children and the term dates for next year.  

 

Autumn term 2025 **Monday 1st September to Friday 19th December (Half term Monday 20th to Friday 

31st October) 

 

** Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd September are staff training days. Years 1 to 6 FIRST DAY 

Wednesday 3rd September, NEW Reception children Friday 5th September.  

 

Spring term 2026 Monday 5th January to Friday 27th March (Half term Monday 16th to Friday 20th Feb) 

 

** Friday 13th February is a staff training day. 

 

Summer term 2026 Monday 13th April to Monday 27th July (Half term Monday 25th to Friday 29th May) 

 

** Monday 1st June and Monday 27th July 2026 are staff training days 

 

In the meantime have a lovely Bank Holiday weekend, 

 

 

 

Mrs Wilford 

Headteacher 



WHAT YEAR 1 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 2 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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Year 1 have had a super week exploring all the different places Sunny the meerkat visits in our class 

book Meerkat Mail. He visit rainforests, swamps and even the unique animals of Madagascar! The class 

wrote in role as Sunny, sending postcards home from each place - we are blown away by their  

fantastic independent writing at the moment. Towards the end of the week we started to think about 

what we know about meerkats and watched some interesting clips to find out more in preparation 

for fact file writing next week. In Maths we worked on finding half of different amounts, recording our 

working using bar models and then writing number sentences. We also explored doubling to 10 and 

then 20 with some super mental maths strategies being used :) 

In Art we enjoyed using the watercolour paints to make different shades for a desert scene and  

continued to develop our sketching skills using different types of pencils. We continued learning how 

to type using a keyboard during computing and learned the function of a few more keys like space, 

enter and backspace. Finally, we really enjoyed this week's Big Think question: Can technology ever 

become too smart? The class discussed robots becoming cleverer than humans and maybe taking 

over the world (eek!) and were really creative making robot masks, armour and secret labs.  

Well done! 

WHAT RECEPTION HAVE BEEN UP TO 
 

This week in Reception class we have had a big focus on 'fair sharing' related to maths and sharing 

amounts equally. This is one of our Early Learning Goals and we started by watching a short video  

related to this and then we used some resources to share different amounts between 2, 3 and 4 hoops. 

We had lots of discussions about what we were doing and the children were very good at telling me 

what 'fair sharing' meant: we all get the same amount! 

Outside the children have been using the large wooden blocks to make a pirate ship and they have  

enjoyed using the pirate dressing clothes to be 'real pirates'. At this point in the year, when the weather 

is nicer the children access the water tray a lot and they have been using our new jugs to create  

waterfalls and whilst wearing their boots filled large buckets and stood inside the buckets!  

We joined the rest of the school for our first 'Star Pupil' assembly which the children were very excited 

about. This is to prepare for Year 1. 

 

 

What  another beautiful sunny week! 

The class has worked really hard this week. As the sun was shining, on Tuesday we went outside and 

planted our final seeds in the sensory garden. We're hoping these wild flower seeds enjoy the heat 

and the sun and quickly start growing to attract some new wildlife. Moving on from our plants unit of 

work, we will be looking at animals and habitats and exploring what types of animals we have living in 

the sensory garden and considering how this may change over the seasons of the year. So far, the  

children are really enjoying this unit of work! 

In English, we thought about what would happen if the Happy Endings from the story didn't get  

returned. We took some familiar fairy tales, and changed them to having unhappy endings. The  

children really enjoyed trying to make them as gruesome as possible.  

In Maths, we have been focusing on addition and subtraction of two digit numbers. The class did  

brilliantly with this, solving a range of different questions with ease and fluency.  

This week we finally started learning about The Great Fire of London. We looked at historical  

London and present day London, making comparisons. Next week, we look forward to learning more 
about the event itself and how it started.  

Thank you again for the amazing support with the homework. I hope you all have a lovely bank  

holiday weekend!  
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WHAT YEAR 5 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 4 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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What a busy, and very warm, week! In English the children have continued to develop their  

understanding of our class text by writing diary entries from contrasting points of view of the main  

characters. As part of this learning the children have learned how to use fronted adverbials to make 

their sentences more interesting. In maths, we have continued to study measure and have focused on 

comparing and converting between mm, cm and m. In science, we explored friction and tested the  

theory that the smoother a surface the faster an object can travel. This was a great investigation which 

concluded that a plastic coated whiteboard will provide the fastest surface for a race track. My highlight 

of the week has to be our educational visit to Brading Roman Villa. The children conducted  

themselves very well, so much so three separate volunteers there commented on the positive  

behaviour of our students. A personal highlight was the amount of information the class had  

remembered from our Roman topic!  

Well done Year 3! 

 

What a super week for Year 5! In English, the children have thought carefully about how the characters 

feel within the video, and written effective dialogue to explain the events. In maths, they worked hard 

consolidating their understanding of volume and how to find this for different shapes. The class began 

their new computing unit about vector drawings and explored how to create these using slides. We 

extended our knowledge of the solar system in science, by researching how long each planet takes to 

orbit the sun.  

 

But in amongst all of this great learning, the highlight of the 

week has to be our first sailing session! I cannot express how 

proud I am of the children for listening attentively to the  

instructions and then throwing themselves into the water 

(even if slightly nervous beforehand!) They learnt how to rig 

the boats and then completed capsize training, in the event  

of the boat tipping over. The children loved their first  

session and it was so lovely to see them enjoying  
themselves! We are looking forward to our second  

session next week, where they will learn more about  

sailing and hopefully be slightly quicker at putting the  

wetsuits on! 

Wootton WHAT YEAR 3 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

This week in Year 4, we have been continuing with our theme of World War 2. In History, we 

learned all about Operation Pied Piper and identified the positives and negatives of being a child  

evacuee. This allowed us to understand how the two main characters, Tucky and David, from our 

class text ‘Friend or Foe’, may have been feeling as they said goodbye to their mothers and headed for 

Devon’s countryside. Based on the text, Year 4 have been writing a character description of Mr  

Reynolds, the kind and confident farmer, who volunteers to care for the boys on his farm. 

In Science, we have begun our electricity unit by identifying what an appliance is, and classifying each 

appliance are battery-powered, mains-powered or neither. 

In DT, we have been understanding food safety and how to store food correctly to avoid  

contamination, decay and spoilage. Photo editing is the focus in our new computing unit, and we  

discussed why photographers may edit their images to improve them, but also how editing may  

create a false perception of reality and the negative impacts of this. 

Finally, Year 4 learned all about why we pay taxes in PSHE, analysing what a real-life wage slip may 

look like and what the deductions that we observed mean. It has been a very productive week in the 

sunshine. Well done Year 4! 
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In English this week, we have written the story of Rock, Paper and Scissors in our own words, and I have 

been really impressed with their accurate sentence structure, speech punctuation, and thoughtful vocabulary 

choices. The children have shown huge improvement in their writing this month so well done everyone and 

keep it up! In maths, we have continued to improve our accuracy, with just a couple of areas catching us out 

now and again. The reasoning that we do alongside the arithmetic is allowing the children to apply their  

calculation skills to more complex problems. In geography, we used the computers to look at a live stream of 

Copacabana beach and then we used Google maps to search for the physical and human geographical features 

of Copacabana and compared them to the Isle of Wight. In science, we learned about inherited  

characteristics and discussed the traits we can pass on to our offspring. In art we began our flip books and 

next week we will complete them and the children can bring them home. During PSHE, we thought about 

wellbeing and how we can relax and stay positive even during busy or worrying times, by prioritising sleep, 

keeping active when we can, focusing on our strengths, and spending time doing things we enjoy such as  

seeing friends.  

WHAT YEAR 6 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

Donaldson 
Reception 

Ivy and Archie 

Murphy  
Year 1 

Nancy 

Gravett 
Year 2 

Arlo 

Dahl 
Year 3 

Pippa 

Sutcliff 
 Year 4 

Ralph 

Q’ Raúf Chloe 

Rundell Jack 

Star Pupils 

Please come and see your child 

presented with their certificate 

and hear the wonderful  
reasons as to why they have 

been chosen as their class Star 

Pupil this week in our  

celebration assembly on  

Friday at 8.45am. 



The class with the best 

attendance this week is: 

Dahl Class 

 
Pupils Absent this week 

(%) 

Rolling Absences 

since Sept (%) 

Donaldson R 7 8.31 

Murphy 1 6.55 4.97 

Gravett 2 1.39 4.39 

Dahl 3 0.34 3.91 

Sutcliff 4 4.66 5.39 

Q’ Raúf 5 0.37 6.64 

Rundell 6 0.63 3.58 

Whole School 3.01 5.29 

 Pupils Late This Week 
Pupils Late since 

September 

Donaldson R 7 73 

Murphy 1 8 79 

Gravett 2 0 36 

Dahl 3 11 140 

Sutcliff 4 3 90 

Q’ Raúf 5 3 125 

Rundell 6 2 154 

Whole School 34 620 

Our school target is 

96.5%. 

We are currently 

BELOW target and 

aim for our children 

to be in school 100% 

of the time! 
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Please  

ensure you 

contact the 

SCHOOL 

OFFICE  
BEFORE 

9:00am on 

each day of  
Absence by 

telephone, 

voicemail or 

email. 








