
10th October 2025 

Wootton Community 

Primary School 

Dates for 2025-2026
(subject to change) 
 

Mon 13th Oct:  

Harvest, St Marks Y1-Y6 

Fri 17th Oct: 

Welly Walk YR 2pm 

Mon 20th to Fri 31st : 

Half-term  
 

Mon 3rd Nov: 

Return to school 

Mon 3rd & Weds 5th Nov: 

Parents evening 

 

Tues 4th Nov: 6.30pm 

PTA Planning meeting 

 

Thurs 6th Nov: 2.30pm Y1 

Parent Share Event 

Week commencing 10th 

Nov: Book Fair 

Tues 11th & Thurs 13th 

Nov 9.30am & 1.30pm: 

New parent tours 

Fri 14th Nov: 

Flu Vaccinations 

Sat 22nd Nov:  

Choir Performance at Medina 

Theatre 

 

Fri 28th Nov: 3.15-5pm 

Winter Wonderland Fayre  

Mon 8th Dec:  

Christmas performance dress 

rehearsal 

Tues 9th & Thurs 11th 

Dec: 1.30pm and 6pm  

Christmas performances 

Thurs 18th Dec: Christingle 

service at St Marks & school 

Christmas lunch  

Fri 19th Dec:  

Last day  before Christmas 

break 

More dates can be found 

on the school website. 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I am sorry if you have been overwhelmed by the high number of emails that have been 

sent out over the last week. Unfortunately our new system does not have a text  

service within it so we cannot send little reminders to you. However, Arbor does 

have an App that would allow us to send a quick message so we are going to explore 

this further. The vast majority of information and deadlines are also usually on the 

newsletter and/or website so please always refer to these, thank you. 

 

Talking of communication, several parents from different year groups have approached 

me over the last few weeks with concerns of conversations on several class 

WhatsApp groups. These groups are set up by parents and not governed by school, 

however when content does cause upset or refers to incidents in school parents do 

bring these to my attention. Can I therefore please remind you of the Respect policy 

that it is in place in all Island schools, in particular the last point regarding behaviour 

that is serious and unacceptable: ‘Inappropriate communications (posting on Social 

Networking sites, emails or letters, etc.) which could bring the school into  

disrepute or be deemed as bullying, harassment and/or a hate- related  

comment’. As a school we work hard to have an ’open-door’ policy and wish to work 

in collaboration with you so please do speak to your child’s teacher or myself if you 

have concerns, thank you. 

  

You may have seen reports in the media about the inappropriate hijacking of web links 

from the Andrew Cope Spy Pups / Dogs series. Libraries have been instructed to 

remove these from their shelves, which we have done in school, but please check if 

you have copies at home. 

 

Our School Council have a done a great job today organising the ‘Guess the name of 

the yellow toy’ raising £180.82 for Mountbatten ‘Go Yellow Day’. The winner 

was Maverick with the name of Mrs Dodd! Thank you all so much for your support.  

 

We have been blown away with the number shoes boxes we have received, a total of 

33. These will be collected by the Rotary club and transported to countries in need to 

ensure that lots of children will have gifts this Christmas. Thank you for your kindness 

and generosity.  

 

We still have room for a few more helpers on Monday for our Harvest service. 

Please let us know if you can help from 9am to 10.30am on Monday, thank you.  

 

We would also like to collect food for the local foodbank for harvest so if you are 

able to donate a tin of food, dried food, toiletries etc. please send it in on  

Monday so we can take them to church with us, thank you.  

 

Our word of the week is bewilder and our BIG Think question today is ‘Should 

we bring back extinct animals?’ This was a really interesting one today with some  

children recalling animals who are already at risk of becoming extinct in their lifetimes.  



 

It was a great Star Pupil assembly and wonderful to hear from Sonny S in Year 2 who was awarded ’Man of the 

match’ after scoring his first goal, from Bella in Year 4 who has completed 2 dance exams to a very high standard, 

Amelia also in Year 4 for sharing her swimming  award, Louis in Year 4 with Owen and Zach in Year 5 who all 

took part in a rugby festival on the mainland, Harry M in Year 5 showed us his lovely football trophy and Charlie in 

Year 6 who told us all about the shield he was awarded for being the best sheep handler, great work everyone! 

 

 

Our top 5 homework achievers on the  

newsletter each week, the children can then add 

their 5 House Points when they come back to 

school on Monday.  Well done to: 

 

Please see the end of the newsletter for a         

competition in preparation for our Scholastic book 

fair which will be in school during November. 

Complete the challenge to be in with a chance to 

win up to £25 worth of book vouchers! 

 

 

 

Thank you so much to the regular attendees and to the new faces who attended the PTA meeting on Monday. 

Amy (Jessica Year 4 and Reuben’s Year 1 mum ) along with Ellie (Bella’s mum Year 2) will continue the role of 

Chairs along with Sarah (Lexie's’ mum Year 4) as treasurer with Eleanor (Sonny’s Mum Year 2) as secretary.  

However due to the time and effort it takes to organise and deliver the various events we do during the year, we 

have several ’event organiser’ teams who will take on a variety of key events during to ensure we have a sufficient 

number of helpers. The first team are planning a Wootton Primary Winter Wonderland Fayre on Friday 

28th November 3.15-5pm. Please come along to the planning meeting on Tuesday 4th November at 

6.30pm in the Year 5 classroom to see how you may be able to help, thank you.  

 

We are in need of some old T-Shirts and shirts for art activities. These need to be teenage size or small adults 

so that they can work over school uniform, please send to the office if you have anything, thank you for your help. 

Finally, look out for our lovely new Reception Class (England class) in the County Press this weekend. 

I hope you have a fabulous weekend, 

                                                                                                              

 

 

 

Jane Wilford                                                                                                             

Headteacher 

 

 



WHAT YEAR 1 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 2 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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In Year One this week we wrote a letter  as Beegu to her parents. The children thought carefully about 

using finger spaces and full stops in their sentences. In Maths we continued our work on partitioning. 

We used counters and cubes to help us find different ways of making five then the children wrote  

addition number sentences. 

In Geography we compared our school to another school. We looked at maps of both schools and 

thought about what was the same and what was different. We also thought about the human and  

physical features of both schools. 

In DT we started to look at healthy eating fruit. The children labelled different fruit names and we  

discussed what fruit we like/dislike and why. We discovered that everybody has different opinions when 

it comes to taste. Some people's favourites were what other people really disliked! 

On Friday we were lucky enough to have a visit from an author called Holly Webb. She told us all about 

how she comes up with her ideas for her stories. The class had lots of fun, with lots of great questions 

for her.  

A brilliant week! Well done Year 1! 

WHAT RECEPTION HAVE BEEN UP TO 

The highlight for us this week was when we discovered some 'coconut rhinoceros beetles' in one of 

our logs outside. We went to roll it over and due to the beetles nesting in there (we didn't know this at 

the time) the log broke in pieces. We spotted the beetles and grubs before one of the children spotted 

the eggs. We basically had the whole life cycle within the log! 

In maths this week we have been identifying numbers and matching quantities to the numeral. The  

children worked really hard on this and had good number recognition to 10. They also counted with 

1:1 correspondence accurately. 

We have continued to focus on our phonics and from this the children have had lots of opportunities 

to practice forming their letters correctly, plus some name writing. 

As the children near the end of their first half term at school , they are beginning to get tired but are 

still working so hard. Well done everyone.  

 

 

It was lovely to have all the children return this week. In maths we have been focusing on related facts 

such as knowing that 2 ones + 2 ones = 4 ones, therefore 2 tens + 2 tens = 4 tens. The children have 

done amazingly well at representing this knowledge in part whole models and number sentences. In 

our writing we have been learning about compound sentences and how some conjunctions join two 

main clauses together. This is in preparation of our escape stories that we will be creating 

next week. The class have blown me away this week with their information technology (IT) retrieval 

during our computing lessons this half term. This week’s lesson concluded our IT topic as we  

identified how we can use IT safely and responsibly. In history, we identified various bits of  

memorabilia used to commemorate Grace Darling and we answered the question ‘why should Grace 

Darling be remembered?’ It was interesting to hear their responses. We also enjoyed our visit from 

the author Holly Webb on Friday. Finally in art, we have been experimenting with different painting 

techniques and colours for our stormy sea landscape that we will be creating next week. Thanks for 

another great week Year 2! 
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WHAT YEAR 5 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 4 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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This week I am going to start with my highlight - which is of course 

the dream jars. All of Year 3 worked incredibly well as a group to 
share, discuss and create their own wonderful BFG inspired dream 

jars. It was amazing to watch them discuss elements of the story 

within their build time. I hope you enjoy the finished product too! In 

English, our subsequent instruction writing was also great. The  

children were able to include their knowledge of imperative verbs 

and adverbs to make their instructions more interesting. In maths, we 

spend the week exploring subtraction. The children used the place 

value method to solve a variety of problems including ones with an 

exchange. In science, the class applied their knowledge of light to  

design their ideal sunglasses. In Geography, we compared London to 

other world cities and in music, we have continued to practice our 

harvest song. 

In English this week, the children have been exploring the features of survival guides and what is  

included within these non-fiction texts. They enjoyed watching a video of Bear Grylls’ top tips and 

have begun to plan ideas for their own writing. Within maths, the children have recapped their 

understanding of multiples and will be moving onto looking at factors next. They have realised just 

how important it is to know their times tables for this topic! In geography, the children explored the 

human features within Japan, specifically looking at industry. Within science, they learnt about 

reversible changes and how different states of matter can change to become another, whilst in 

computing, we examined what web crawlers are and how they work within searches. The week 

finished off with the second half of the class visiting Life Ryde and an engaging workshop by the 

author, Peter Murray. The children enjoyed these experiences and showed great behaviour 

throughout. Lastly, we have been working hard practising our Harvest poem for next week and had a 

lovely art lesson completing our oil pastel drawings. Another great week Year 5! 

Wootton Community Primary School 

WHAT YEAR 3 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

 

In year 4, we have used the 5Ws (when, where, who, what & why) to write an introductory paragraph 

for a newspaper report based on the main events in the story The Sword in the Stone. The children 

have now moved on to using drama to generate witness statements that will be used as quotations in 

their reports. In history, we created a mind map of the reasons King Alfred is known by the name 

‘Great’. The children then chose what they believe are the most important reasons and used them to 

recreate a plaque for one of Alfred the Great’s famous statues. In science, we performed an experiment 

called ‘Chocolate Smugglers’ in an attempt to observe the impact of a temperature change in relation to 

changing states of matter. It didn’t quite go to plan, so we were able to generate lots of ideas about 

what we would do differently next time! The children have persevered with solving problems involving 

money this week before moving onto a new topic of measurement - length. Finally, French was  

memorable this week! The children used their spoken and written skills to form sentences describing 

the appearance of people based on eye and hair colour. There was great participation and engagement 

from everyone. Well done year 4! 
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This week in Year Six we have worked hard writing non-fiction texts. The children were able to choose a 

topic that they were already knowledgeable about, so that they could write about something that was a  

passion of theirs. Within our writing, we were looking to include a list (with colons and/or semicolons) and to 

write in an appropriately formal but engaging tone. In maths, we have finished securing our multiplication skills 

for this term, and have begun to explore multiples and factors so that we are ready to look at division next 

week. We enjoyed a fun investigation around shadows in science, with our learning focus being recording  

results effectively and converting this data into a graph. In art, we painted our clay sculptures and in history 

we found out about how Ancient Greek has affected modern English. On Monday, we enjoyed our Bikeability 

session and on Thursday we had a visit from an author, so it has been another busy week!  

WHAT YEAR 6 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

Arctic 
Year 1 

Evelyn 

Malaysia 
Year 2 

Willow 

Italy 
Year 3 

Lily 

Brazil 
 Year 4 

Lara 
 

Japan 
 Year 5 

Ralph 

Greece 
Year 6 

Max 
 

Star Pupils 

Please come and see your child 

presented with their certificate 

and hear the wonderful  
reasons as to why they have 

been chosen as their class Star 

Pupil this week in our  

celebration assembly on  

Friday at 8.45am. 



The class with the best 

attendance this week is: 

Italy Class 

 
Pupils Absent this week 

(%) 

Rolling Absences 

since Sept (%) 

England R 22.33 6.6 

Arctic 1 17.24 6.34 

Malaysia 2 6.21 10.47 

Italy 3 2.58 3.99 

Brazil 4 6.90 4.62 

Japan 5 6 4.19 

Greece 6 5.43 5.37 

Whole School 9.53 5.91 

 Pupils Late This Week 
Pupils Late since 

September 

England R 0 0 

Arctic 1 3 5 

Malaysia 2 1 7 

Italy 3 2 2 

Brazil 4 5 14 

Japan 5 4 15 

Greece 6 0 2 

Whole School 15 45 

Our school target is 

96.5%. 

We are currently 

under target and 

aim for our children 

to be in school 100% 

of the time! 
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Please  

ensure you 

contact the 

SCHOOL 

OFFICE  
BEFORE 

9:00am on 

each day of  
Absence by 

telephone, 

voicemail 

or email. 
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Wake Up Wednesday 








