
17th October 2025 

Wootton Community 

Primary School 

Dates for 2025-2026
(subject to change) 
 

Mon 20th to Fri 31st : 

Half-term  
 

Mon 3rd Nov: 

Return to school 

Mon 3rd & Weds 5th Nov: 

Parents evening 

 

Tues 4th Nov: 6.30pm 

PTA Planning meeting 

 

Thurs 6th Nov: 2.30pm Y1 

Parent Share Event 

Week commencing 10th 

Nov: Book Fair 

Tues 11th & Thurs 13th 

Nov 9.30am & 1.30pm: 

New parent tours 

Weds 12th Nov: 

Flu Vaccinations 

Sat 22nd Nov:  

Choir Performance at Medina 

Theatre 

 

Mon 24th Nov: 

Y3 Workshop 

 

Fri 28th Nov: 3.15-5pm 

Winter Wonderland Fayre  

Mon 8th Dec:  

Christmas performance dress 

rehearsal 

Tues 9th & Thurs 11th 

Dec: 1.30pm and 6pm  

Christmas performances 

Thurs 18th Dec: Christingle 

service at St Marks & school 

Christmas lunch  

Fri 19th Dec:  

Last day  before Christmas 

break 

More dates can be found 

on the school website. 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

I cannot believe we are at the end of our first half-term of the school year and 

what a busy one it has been! Thank you so much for all the support you give to the 

staff and your children to ensure we have a really strong partnership between home 

and school. In particular, we are so pleased that several new children have joined us 

over the last few weeks with several more joining some classes after half-term.  

Watching the children welcome the new children and making them quickly feel part of 

the class just demonstrates the wonderful welcoming community Wootton Primary is. 

 

Thank you so much for all the food donations sent in on Monday for our Harvest at 

the Church and to the parents who supported the children to walk safely to and back 

from the Church.  On every occasion at the Church, I am always so proud of the  

children’s contributions but I have to say, that this service particularly impressed me 

with the incredible contributions each class made. In particular, I was so very proud of 

our Year 6 children who are often less enthusiastic about participating when in Year 6 

yet these children blew us away with their wonderful rendition of ‘Let it Grow.’  

 

Talking of Year 6, they were presented in assembly today with a certificate form the 

Isle of Wight Ambulance Service for successfully completing their CPR training, well 

done Year 6. 

 

It was a great last Star Pupil assembly of the half-term and wonderful to celebrate 

with some of our Year 6 children who have completed their bikeability levels. Well 

done to Caleb, Dylan, Ellie, Gracie, Harry, Max, Tallulah and Willow. We also heard 

from Dotty in Year 3 who showed her enormous trophy that she was presented with 

for scoring 3 goals at a recent match being named ‘player of the match’. Enslei-Rose, 

also in Year 3, showed her football trophy, also being recognised as player of the 

match as was Lucas in Year 5. Florence in Year 4 showed her Brownies items  

following a camp where she completed a secret agent program and finally, Willow in 

Year 6 showed 3 swimming awards. Well done to everyone this week.  

 

We also congratulated Year 6 for having the best attendance this half term. Year 

6 can wear their own clothes on the first Monday back after half term.  

 

Our word of the week, is ’terrain’ and due to this being the last Friday, we did not 

have a BIG Think session allowing children time to reflect in their classrooms whilst 

Year 6 joined their Reception class buddies on their sponsored wellie walk - thank you 

to all the parents who supported this and have been busy collecting sponsor money 

for resources in Reception. 

 

I am so pleased that I continue to see children with their writing when they show me 

how they have used our word of the week in their work. Queenie and Sophie from  

Year 5 have worked really hard this week using the words correctly in their work, 

well done girls! 

 

Talking of money, I hope to see lots of parents at the PTA planning meeting on 

Tuesday 4th November, when we hope to organise a fantastic Wootton Winter 

Wonderland and also puts some dates in the diary for future events. Please come 

along to the Year 5 classroom at 6.30pm, thank you. 



 

Please remember to sign up for an appointment with your child’s teacher at the parents evenings on Monday 

3rd and Wednesday 5th November. It is really so important that you attend, not only to hear all the wonderful 

things staff have to say about your child, but also to hear how you can support their learning at home. 

All meetings, payments for educational visits, clubs etc. are now ONLY available through Arbor with email  

reminders. It is therefore vital that we have your correct email address and that you have accessed your Arbor 

account. Please speak to either Mrs Caligari or Mrs Pye if you need any support with this.  

 

After half-term we will be selling poppies and accessories. The suggested donation for the snap bands and the  

other accessory items is £2. 

 

Our top 5 homework achievers on the newsletter each week, the children can then add their 5 House Points 

when they come back to school on Monday.  Well done to: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the meantime I hope you have a fantastic half-term and we look forward to seeing you all back on Monday 

3rd November. 
 

 

 

 

 

Jane Wilford                                                                                                             

Headteacher 

 

 

Reduce the spread of illness this winter 
 

Please find more information Here from the government website. 
 

There is also this useful link to the NHS website - Is my child too ill for school? 

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/reducing-the-spread-of-illness-this-winter-seven-steps-to-healthier-schools-and-higher-school-attendance/?es_c=BA244C00178C8ED8671959882544E8D3&es_cl=8DFE56E7627F350FFD141E8F81842077&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/?es_c=BA244C00178C8ED8671959882544E8D3&es_cl=369E365B9785EACE3B4E4723ED22B84C&es_id=ph7%c2%a3o1


WHAT YEAR 1 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 2 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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We started the week with the harvest festival. The class performed Big Red Combine Harvester and 

enjoyed watching the other children's songs and poems. 

In English we have been working on capital letters. The children matched the lowercase letter to the 

capital and started to practise their formation of capital letters.  

In Maths we worked on teen numbers. We partitioned the teen numbers e.g. 13 = 10 + 3 and used  

numicon to represent numbers.  

The children enjoyed our Science lesson this week. They tasted different flavours of crisps and guessed 

the flavour. They thought of some great words to describe the taste of the crisps. 

In preparation for our fruit salad making, the class looked at healthy balanced diets in DT. We explored 

different food groups and talked about what it means to have a 'balanced' diet. The children then 

planned and designed a meal of their own. We had some rather unusual combinations of food! 

Well done to all of the children for a fantastic first term in Year One! We hope you all have a very well 

deserved rest over the half term! 

WHAT RECEPTION HAVE BEEN UP TO 

It's been very quiet in Reception class this week as we have had so many poorly children however for 

those children who were well we have continued with the Little Wandle program and have learnt some 

new sounds and have been practicing our oral blending and independent reading.  

The children have each had a go at writing their name which has gone up on the display board. We use 

this as a way to monitor progress over the year. For some children they are now writing a few letters 

for their name whilst others have been focusing on letter formation.  

I have also assessed the children on the sounds we have covered so far and we have assessed some 

number work too.  

For the Reception children, this is now their first half term in school complete and we couldn't be 

prouder of them. They have all settled into school really well and they have remembered all our  

routines and are always keen to learn plus we've already had 2 marble parties!  

We hope all the children get to enjoy the half term holidays ready for a busy second Autumn term 

coming up.  

 

 

It has been a very busy week in Year 2, finishing off our topics ready for new learning after half term. 

In English, the class have been working on a longer piece of writing as they created their own escape 

stories. This gave children the opportunity to showcase their knowledge of conjunctions and accurate 

use of exclamation marks. In maths, we have been securing our knowledge of adding 1-digit numbers 

to 2-digit numbers without crossing tens. The class were quick to recognise that when there is no 

bridging, the tens will stay the same. 

We concluded our Grace Darling topic for this half term with some amazing collages in Art as the 

class created the stormy waves that Grace would have faced during her rescue mission. The class also 

reflected on what they could learn from Grace’s example and ways they could show courage within 

school, home and the community. Finally in science, we had an exciting experiment using different  

materials to create a suitable parachute for Traction Man. The children recorded the fall time of each 

material to determine the best material. 

Overall, it has been a very fun week and I cannot believe how quickly this first half term has gone! I 

am so impressed with all of the children and seeing how much progress they have made in 6 weeks is 

astounding. Have a restful half term Year 2 and I look forward to welcoming you back in 2 weeks. 
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WHAT YEAR 5 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 4 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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We have made it to half term! I will keep this 
week's newsletter entry short and sweet. I am 

so proud of each and every member of our 

class. All of the children have shown great  

determination and confidence to settle into 

their new class very well. Enjoy your half term 

break and I look forward to starting a new  

history based topic, when you return.  

Well done Year 3!  

I cannot believe we are already at the end of the first half term! The children have settled into Year 5 

very well and have produced some lovely work. This final week in English, the children published their 

survival guides on the computers, after editing these against success criteria. The class then enjoyed 

watching the film of Kensuke’s Kingdom (although, it is very sad!) and compared it to the book. In maths 

this week, we learnt about multiples and factors, and how to identify them. It is vital the children have 

good times table knowledge to find these, so we have been doing lots of practise this week. We   

explored different reversible and irreversible changes in science, concluded our RE learning about   

belonging and answered our overarching geography question. I hope the children have a super break 

and I am looking forward to getting stuck into different topics with them after half term!  

Wootton Community Primary School 

WHAT YEAR 3 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

We have continued our maths unit on ‘measure’ this week, firstly looking at converting between units 

of measure for length and then onto working out the perimeter of 2D shapes. While some children 

counted squares, others used the properties of shapes to calculate the perimeters using efficient mental 

strategies. In English, the children have finished their newspaper reports based on The Sword in the 

Stone. They have successfully combined their introductory paragraphs with witness statements that use 

direct speech under a suitable headline and alongside a captioned illustration. It’s been a rather musical 

week in year 4! First, the children sang brilliantly at the Harvest Festival on Monday,  and then they  

continued composing and performing their own music using an online app under the guidance of Miss 

Patterson. We have finished our history topic on Anglo-Saxons, comparing their way of life in Britain to 

the Romans. When asked which period of history they would most liked to have lived in, the children’s 

vote was split for some very plausible reasons. Great debating year 4! Finally, in PSHE, we explored the 

concept of feeling pressure and where (or who!) pressure comes from in different scenarios. I wish all 

year 4 families a restful half term and I’m already excited about the learning we have planned for  

Autumn 2!  
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Our final week of the half term has been a busy one! Year Six performed their song with great talent and flair 

at the Harvest Festival on Monday, we completed our CPR training with the ambulance service on Tuesday, 

and on Friday we joined our Reception buddies for their 'Welly Walk'. During English lessons, we reviewed 

persuasive writing techniques and the children wrote fantastic complaint letters about the dangerous  

conditions at Camp Half-Blood. They worked hard to vary their sentences and keep a formal, official tone, 

and then made improvements with the help of an editing buddy. In maths, we explored multiples and then 

applied our understanding of the inverse nature of multiplication and division to begin to divide using 'bus 

stop' method. In science, the children transferred their investigation results onto line graphs and used these 

to help them draw conclusions about their shadow investigation. We discussed the role of variables and  

repeat testing in ensuring accurate results. In art, we added a protective layer to our clay sculptures and the 

children should have brought these home. In history, the children compared ancient Greek democracy with 

the democracy we experience today. What a busy week of learning, on top of all our adventures! Well done, 

Year Six, on a fantastic halt term - don't forget to keep up your reading, times tables practice, and spelling 

practice over the holidays!  

WHAT YEAR 6 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

Arctic 
Year 1 

Belle 

Malaysia 
Year 2 

Bligh 

Italy 
Year 3 

Kai 

Brazil 
 Year 4 

Florence 

Japan 
 Year 5 

Eden 

Greece 
Year 6 

Brooke 
 

Star Pupils 

Please come and see your child 

presented with their certificate 

and hear the wonderful  
reasons as to why they have 

been chosen as their class Star 

Pupil this week in our  

celebration assembly on  

Friday at 8.45am. 



The class with the best 

attendance this week is: 

Greece Class 

 
Pupils Absent this week 

(%) 

Rolling Absences 

since Sept (%) 

England R 42.33 12.37 

Arctic 1 32.76 10.34 

Malaysia 2 6.21 9.83 

Italy 3 15.81 5.78 

Brazil 4 5.67 4.78 

Japan 5 11 5.27 

Greece 6 5.19 2.87 

Whole School 17.14 7.32 

 Pupils Late This Week 
Pupils Late since 

September 

England R 0 3 

Arctic 1 4 15 

Malaysia 2 2 11 

Italy 3 3 19 

Brazil 4 6 25 

Japan 5 5 32 

Greece 6 2 9 

Whole School 22 114 

Our school target is 

96.5%. 

We are currently 

under target and 

aim for our children 

to be in school 100% 

of the time! 
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Please  

ensure you 

contact the 

SCHOOL 

OFFICE  
BEFORE 

9:00am on 

each day of  
Absence by 

telephone, 

voicemail 

or email. 
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Wake Up Wednesday 
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Sports News 
I apologise for last week’s sports news being a week late, there just were not enough hours in the week! 

Without further delay… 

 

U11 Tag Rugby 

 

The tag rugby club this half term has been a real success. The majority have had some experience of 

tag rugby within their PE lessons, whilst others are avid fans and members of local clubs. The children that 

attended club have all made fantastic progress and we were able to focus on higher-level defensive and  

attacking tactics. 

 

The competition last Wednesday was one of three regional feeder tournaments with the top two 

progressing to and island finals day. The team played really well the entire tournament and managed to top 

their group. They scored 14 tries in their three matches winning two and drawing the other. It was great to 

see leadership and communication from all team members, but especially some of the year 5s who are 

more experienced in rugby tournaments. 

 

Unfortunately, they came up against Newport Primary in their final play-off game who were a very fast and 

talented team. Newport raced into a 3-0 lead and Wootton had to persevere to stay in touch. The final 

score was 3-5, which highlights their efforts and determination meaning they outscored Newport in the 

second half of the game, but unfortunately will not progress. 

 

We have some very talented rugby players in our school and it 

was great to see them compete amongst tough, high quality 

teams. Well done and thank you Zach H, Owen B, Lucas C,  

Teddy B, Ralph A, Shaantanu S, Brody M, Charlie H, Harry D and 

Caleb C from Years 5 and 6. 

 

 

 

 

U11 Girls Football League vs Dover Park 

 

Our U11 girls’ football team competed in their first league match of the season last Thursday afternoon. 

They travelled to Dover Park and competed against a tough team on a small pitch. 

Unfortunately, the result ended up as a 0-3 loss. 

 

However, that should not detract from the effort and resilience the team displayed. Two unfortunate goals, 

several saved or blocked shots and relentless pressure in the second half ought to have made the score line 

much fairer. We also had three players making their first appearance for the school as well as a few players 

playing in new positions. In time, this team will settle and if they keep training as hard as they play in  

matches, they can only improve. 

 

Great effort girls, we go again! Well played and thank you to Isla 

F, Frankie T, Queenie M, Daisy F, Emire H, Hayley W,  

Willow C, Daisy L, Emilyrose S and Gracie R from Years 5 and 6. 
 

 

Upcoming Fixtures: 

 

Football – 
 

U11 Open Cup vs St Thomas - TBC 

 



The Isle of Wight Neurodiversity Team will be available for advice and guidance at our parents evenings on:

Monday 3rd & Wednesday 5th 3.15-6.30pm

Let’s Talk…
Join us at parents evening to have an informal conversation 

about the support that is available to you and your child. 
Wherever you are in your neurodivergent journey, we are 

here to help. 

Open to ALL parents and caregivers

ADVICE ~ GUIDANCE ~ STRATEGIES 
SUPPORT GROUPS ~ WEBINARS ~ 1:1 CONSULTATIONS








