
6th February 2026 

Wootton Community 

Primary School 

Dates for 2025-2026
(subject to change) 
 

Mon 9th Feb: Year 6  

Magistrate’s Court Visit 

 

Tues 10th Feb:  

Pancake Day! 

 

Thurs 12th Feb: Last day of 

clubs 

 

Fri 13th Feb: INSET Day 

School closed to pupils 

Mon 16th to Fri 20th Feb: 

Half-term 

 

Mon 23rd Feb: Y6 Mock 

SATS (breakfast from 8.00am) 

First day of Clubs  

Thurs 26th March: Year 3 

Last swimming lesson 

Fri 27th March: Last day of 

clubs and break up for Easter 

Mon 30th March to Fri 

10th April: Easter break 

Mon 13th & Weds 15th 

April: Parents evening  

3.15-6.30pm (more details to  

follow)  

 

Mon 4th May: Bank Holiday 

School closed to pupils 

Mon 11th May: KS2 SATs 

Tues 19th to Fri 22nd 

May: Year 6 residential 

Fri 22nd May: Last day 

Mon 25th to Fri 29th May: 

Half-term 

Mon 1st June: INSET Day, 

School closed to pupils 

Sat 4th July: Mardi Gras 

 

Tues 7th July: Transition 

day, meet the teacher  

8.45-9.15am 

 

Week commencing 13th 

July: Sports afternoons  

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

It has been wonderful to be back this week, I have not been in as much as I had hoped 

but I am building up my time next week. Thank you all so much for your support and 

kindness during my absence. Whilst I do not want to share personal information, I am 

aware that some parents have been speculating about my reason for being off and  

sadly several children have spoken to me with great concern. Please be assured that I 

have not been unwell as a result of donating my kidney to my daughter. Unfortunately 

I was very unwell during the Christmas break but I am now recovering. I am hopeful I 

will be back to full strength and in full attendance after half-term! 

 

It was lovely to see many Year 6 parents in school on Monday afternoon working 

with their children to complete their design technology sewing project. Thank you also 

to Ms White’s mum for giving up her afternoon to help. We look forward to seeing 

Year 2 parents next Wednesday afternoon for their class event. 

 

Next week we will completing a range of assemblies and class activities inline with the 

National Children’s Mental Health week. We are really fortunate to work with 

the MHST staff who are in the process of delivering workshops to the children and 

will also lead an assembly for Key Stage 2 on Wednesday. On Tuesday we will also 

explore Safer Internet Day so that all children continue to build on their knowledge 

of how to keep safe online. We are hoping to plan a parent information session in the  

summer term to inform parents of the need to provide children with correct  

boundaries and barriers when using the internet. Also after Easter, the MHST staff 

will be running some more parent workshops, please look out for more  

information after half-term. 

 

Please note that club choices HAD to be submitted on Arbor today as this 

is the deadline to register interest.  Payment should only be made once  

confirmation emails have been received next week. No late requests will be processed 

and we cannot swap children around. Please ensure if your child has registered for a 

club that they attend as they need to be committed to their space, thank you. 

  

We congratulated this week’s star pupils at our Celebration assembly this morning. 

Well done to them all for their hard work and achievements. We also celebrated 

some out of school activities, hearing from Florence in Year 4 who showed her 

latest Brownie badge, from Maddie in Year 2 who has completed a ballet exam, from 

Tilly and Charlie in Year 2 who have both completed 2 swimming awards and Jasper 

also in Year 2 for being voted ‘man of the match’ again from his team. Florence in Year 

6 shared her programme of her performance with TheatreTrain taking a lead role in 

their production of Frozen. Also Betty in Year 4 was presented the Waterside  

achiever of the month for her perseverance and growing confidence at her swimming 

lessons. Many congratulations to you all. We also learnt our Word of the Week 

‘overwhelmed’, a word we will explore more next week. 

 

I also reminded the children about NOT RIDING BIKES 

AND SCOOTERS UP AND DOWN THE DRIVE! Please  

ensure your child pushes their bike and scooter whilst on the 

school grounds for safety. 



Our top 5 homework achievers this week are below—5 house points each!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please do not forget that school is closed to pupils next Friday. Teachers are attending a training session in 

school developing strategies to support high quality inclusive teaching. Therefore, celebration assembly will be 

on THURSDAY next week for our Star Pupils. 

 

Our Big Think question this week was ‘Which is stronger, your body or your mind?’ Mrs Hanson’s group 

shared some thoughtful ideas from their discussions. 

 

Despite us sharing this last week, sadly the lost property pile still continues to grow. Please come and have a look 

through before we place all the items into the recycle container. I would suggest over half-term to check all items 

of clothing are named. 

 

Talking of clothing, the staff have shared that more and more children seem to be straying away 

from our uniform expectations wearing incorrect shoes, adding inappropriate accessories and some  

children are wearing SMART watches to school. Please ensure these are not worn. A simple watch is permitted 

and only ONE pair of earrings should be worn, removed on PE days. Our uniform expectations can be seen on the 

school website or pop in to the office for a leaflet.  

 
Also a reminder that children MUST NOT bring toys or money into school. If teachers require their class to 

bring something in they will notify you beforehand, thank you. 

 

After half-term our wonderful Year 6 class will completing their MOCK SATS and have the option to arrive early 

for breakfast. Being in school on time is always important so by providing the children with this earlier start  

ensures they are all ready and focused to demonstrate all that they know in reading, writing and maths. 

In the meantime have a great weekend - it looks like we will still need umbrellas and wellies!  

 

 

 

 

Jane Wilford  

Headteacher 



WHAT YEAR 1 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 2 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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We wrote letters in English this week. The children started by writing a letter to peach crayon,  

explaining how they can help him. Then the children wrote letters during choosing time, remembering 

to use 'to' and 'from'.  

In Maths we continued to work on o'clock and half past then we solved some problems involving time. 

We then moved on to finding half and a quarter of shapes.  

In Science we investigated which material would be best to make curtains. The children decided curtains 

need to be opaque, bendy and soft. We tested lots of materials to see which one would be best.  

In DT this week, we started to make our own moving pictures, based on our designs from the previous 

lesson. The children have thought really carefully about which mechanism they thought would work 

best. These should hopefully all be finished to bring home next week.  

A brilliant week overall! Well done Year 1! 

WHAT RECEPTION HAVE BEEN UP TO 

This week in Reception class has largely been given over to carrying out some simple assessments. I 

have spent time with the children completing the Spring 1 phonics assessments and we also looked at 

the Autumn 2 assessment.  

In the children's busy books, they were asked to write their names independently with a gentle  

reminder to focus on correct letter formation where possible.  

In maths we've focused on assessing number recognition and counting to ensure our 'teen' numbers are 

said correctly. 

Last week our new 'lightbox' arrived that we purchased with money raised when we did our sponsored 

walk. The children have enjoyed using different coloured shapes to make planets and rockets on the 

light box. Despite a wet week and not accessing outside quite as much as normal we've had another 

busy and productive week!  

 

How are we approaching the end of the half term already? Time certainly has flown! Year 2 have 

been working hard with their writing this week using commas to create lists and the conjunction but 

to show contrast within their sentences. In maths we have been learning all about 2D and 3D shapes 

and their properties. The class have been identifying the vertices of various 2D shapes and exploring 

which have a vertical line of symmetry. The class thoroughly enjoyed the practical side of this task, 

cutting out different shapes and folding them to decide if each was symmetrical. In history the 

children created a safety poster for a modern cruise liner, highlighting the different safety features it 

would have. We then used this to compare the safety features of The Titanic and how this historical 

event has shaped the engineering of today’s ships. We had lots of fun in DT this week practicing how 

to create sliders and wheels that we will incorporate into our moving pictures next Wednesday 

afternoon. In computing we have continued collecting data as a tally chart and using computer 

software to present as a pictogram. Overall, it has been a fun week. Only one more to go!  
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WHAT YEAR 5 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 4 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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This has been my favourite week of the half term so far! In English, the children have shifted focus from 

persuasive writing to an informative and more formal style of writing. The children have used their new 
found knowledge of volcanoes (Geography link) to write topical paragraphs which will be added to 

their non-chronological reports next week. I look forward to sharing them with you then. In maths, we 

have turned our attention back to multiplication and division. We have recapped our understanding of 

the 2,3, 5 and 10 times tables and their related division facts. Please encourage your child to use TTRS 

to further cement their understanding. In computing, we began to create sound buttons for our musical 

instrument coding. In swimming, all groups are progressing well with several having moved up a level 

already. My highlight of the week was our workshop. On Tuesday afternoon Lottie from the  

Environmental agency delivered a workshop all about how coastal walls and other differences help to 

keep the land from eroding into the sea. The children asked great questions and also had the chance to 

design a new sea wall for the proposed improvements to Ventnor and Yaverland’s current defences. 

Year 5 have been very productive this week! In English, the children have looked at how dialogue and 

action can be interspersed for greater effect within their writing. They have used this idea to create 

their own narratives as if they are the narrator from the text. In maths, the class have flown through 

addition and subtraction using column method, and are now working hard to solve multi-step word 

problems. Science focused on exploring how gears work, creating a range of gear chains and identifying 

the direction and speed of motion for each one. In computing, Year 5 worked hard on their Microbit 

programmes and they are now very close to finishing these, and in Geography, we explored the  

Similarities and differences between our chosen European countries. We had a very interesting   

discussion during PSHE all about dares and the impact these can have. Lastly, in art the children learnt 

how to effectively use collage to create a landscape, implementing their favourite techniques. I am very 

impressed by the artwork they are creating; they all look brilliant! Keep up the great work, Year 5! 

Wootton Community Primary School 

WHAT YEAR 3 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

We have been lucky enough to participate in two workshops this week. On Tuesday, the children's 

Mental Health Support Team delivered a session on Worry Management. We discussed some of the 

worries that children might have and the strategies that they can use should they begin to feel anxious 

or overwhelmed. Then on Wednesday, we had a visit from a local Architect as part of Creative Careers 

Week. The theme was Designing the Places we Live, Work and Play, and the children did a great job 

designing and describing their own place before we assembled all of the designs into a unique 'city' space. 

We hope to have their work on display in the near future. Our class recycling song has been composed 

and we are busy learning the verses, ready to perform in class next week! In maths, we have been using 

number lines to work out the number that needs to be added to a given number to make 1000 or 

10000. The children have seen the importance of working carefully when bridging tens, hundreds and 

thousands using mental calculation strategies. I also want to credit the children for their predictions  

during our teeth experiment in science last Friday. We learnt about the different types of human teeth 

and their functions before putting our biting and chewing into practice with a range of different foods! 

Great predictions and participation year 4!  
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This week in Year Six we have been introduced to algebra in our maths lessons. Despite some of the children 

being nervous that this would be a hard subject, they have flown through their work on number sequences, 

function machines, and understanding and forming algebraic expressions. In English we completed our first 

person narrative and then spent some time focusing on emotive language, before planning a persuasive speech 

we will write next week. In history this week we designed and made Top Trumps cards to help us compare 

the way crime and punishment looked across different eras. Our science lesson involved some unexpected 

exercise for the children (not a bad thing on a rainy day!) as they investigated the effect of exercise on their 

heart rates. Our DT afternoon was a great success, with children producing some wonderful cuddly toy  

kidneys and brains! Parents and other helpers were so helpful and supportive so thank you everyone for  

coming in and spending time in school with your child. Any unfinished plushies will be completed next week in 

our final DT lesson. 

WHAT YEAR 6 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

Arctic 
Year 1 

Thea 

Malaysia 
Year 2 

Nancy 

Italy 
Year 3 

Phoenix B 

Brazil 
 Year 4 

Adiella 

Japan 
 Year 5 

Sydney 

Greece 
Year 6 

Jenson 

Star Pupils 

Please come and see your child 

presented with their certificate 

and hear the wonderful  
reasons as to why they have 

been chosen as their class Star 

Pupil this week in our  

celebration assembly on  

Thursday at 8.45am. 



The class with the best 

attendance this week is: 

England Class! 

 
Pupils Absent this week 

(%) 

Rolling Absences 

since Sept (%) 

England R 0.33 6.67 

Arctic 1 8.3 9.3 

Malaysia 2 6.67 6.28 

Italy 3 2.33 4.90 

Brazil 4 2.5 4.53 

Japan 5 3.66 6.35 

Greece 6 4.44 5.07 

Whole School 4.02 6.2 

 Pupils Late This Week 
Pupils Late since 

September 

England R 0 18 

Arctic 1 8 99 

Malaysia 2 3 34 

Italy 3 1 50 

Brazil 4 2 92 

Japan 5 5 89 

Greece 6 2 39 

Whole School 21 421 

Our school target is 

96.5%. 

We are currently 

under target and 

aim for our children 

to be in school 100% 

of the time! 
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Please  

ensure you 

contact the 

SCHOOL 

OFFICE  
BEFORE 

9:00am on 

each day of  
Absence by 

telephone, 

voicemail 

or email. 



Wake up Wednesday 






