
17th April 2026 

Wootton Community 

Dates for 2025-2026
(subject to change 
 
 

Mon 20th April: 

First day of clubs 

 

Thurs 23rd April:  

St George’s day Menu 

 

Mon 4th May: Bank Holiday 

School closed to pupils 

 

Thurs 7th May:  

Y5 Planetarium Visit 

Y4 Steam Railway Visit 

Mon 11th May: KS2 SATs 

Tues 19th to Fri 22nd 

May: Year 6 residential 

 

Tues 19th May: Year 4 

County Show Visit 

Fri 22nd May: Last day of 

clubs and last day of school 

Mon 25th to Fri 29th May: 

Half-term 

Mon 1st June: INSET Day, 

School closed to pupils 

 

Tues 2nd July: 

Year 5 British Museum Visit 

Sat 4th July: Mardi Gras 

 

Tues 7th July: Transition 

day, meet the teacher  

8.45-9.15am 

 

Week commencing 13th 

July: Sports afternoons (TBC) 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

It has been such a fantastic first week back to school and really lovely to 

see so many parents and carers at the parents’ evenings. Thank you for  

attending and waiting patiently and I hope you found the meeting helpful and 

informative to support your child’s last term in their year group. This is a really 

busy term with lots of things happening all of which will be added to the dates 

section of the Newsletter as we move on through the term. 

Thank you so much for all your incredible support with the spring afternoon on 

the last day of term. It was great to see so many families engaging with all the 

different activities in class and then we were blown away with the attendance at 

the event after school. I am so delighted to share that between the disco and 

the after school event we raised a profit of £753.16 which has been added 

to the PTA money pot which is growing nicely to support our outdoor  

classroom and learning environment.  Thank you again to the parents who  

supported these events. We will be holding a PTA meeting in the next few 

weeks to discuss the final event of the year which we are hoping to hold on 

Friday 17th July, to be confirmed.  

It was a very busy first Celebration Assembly of the term this morning 

hearing about our Star Pupils. We celebrated many different achievements  

outside of school. Well done to Jessica in Year 4 who showed her medal from 

a recent tap dance performance, Sonny S in Year 2 showed his ’Man of the 

match’ football trophy, Zach in Year 5 showed his rugby medal and trophy 

from a recent rugby tournament, Florence in Year 4 with Emilyrose in Year 6 

shared their Brownies and Guides badges as well as football medals and Patyrk 

in Year 4 showed his martial arts certificate from his latest assessment. Milo in 

Year 2 was presented with a certificate for completing the whole Numbots 

program being the 5th child in school to do so, fantastic work!   

We also congratulated our new School Council for this term - Harry and  

Annabelle in Year 1, Emmy in Year 2, Dotty and Alfie in Year 3, Jasper and  

Jessica in Year 4, Freddie J and Lucy in Year 5 and Kenny and Callum in Year 6 

who will join our other year 6 councillors. I look forward to working with 

them and planning some fund raising events. 

I also presented a trophy to the school for successfully completing the 

‘Schools London mini-marathon.’ All the children in school have  

completed 2 miles over a few weeks and we are so pleased with our efforts 

and trophy.  

Our word for the week this week is ‘gullible’ and our Big Think question 

is ‘If you saw a cat chasing a bird, would you try to stop it?’ As you can imagine this 

question generated a very divided opinion!  

 



Our top 5 homework achievers for their commitment to working at home over the Easter break, 

each earning 5 house points each are:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are looking forward to clubs starting on Monday, please ensure that these are all paid for on Arbor. 

In the meantime I hope you have a super weekend. 

 

Jane Wilford  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 



WHAT YEAR 1 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 2 HAVE BEEN UP TO 
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The children settled back into school routines quickly this week and enjoyed starting our new topic! 

In English we read Meerkat Mail. The children enjoyed reading the postcards in the story and discussing 

the different animals. The class wrote adjectives to describe the meerkat and practised using  

exclamation marks in their writing. In phonics we recapped some of our new phase 5 sounds and  

focused on spotting words that contain a split digraph. 

In Maths we measured the mass of objects. We used the vocabulary heavier/lighter and used cubes to 

measure objects. 

In Geography we started our topic about hot and cold countries. We looked at a map of the world 

learnt the seven continents. The class enjoyed singing a song about the continents.  

In Science we started our topic about animals. We made observations about animals and learnt the five 

groups of animals: mammals, amphibians, fish, reptiles and birds.  

On Thursday, we learnt some new techniques on how to model clay. We then used these new skills to 

build our houses that we designed before half term.  

A brilliant first week back! Well done Year 1!  

WHAT RECEPTION HAVE BEEN UP TO 

We have had a wonderful first week back after the holidays and it was great to see all the children  

returning on Monday looking refreshed and ready for a busy half term. This half term we begin to put 

things in place to prepare for the transition up into Year 1. The children are now joining the rest of the 

school for lunchtime play and we will be going to Star pupil assembly for the first time this week. Plus 

our children have started to say goodbye to their grown-ups at the door in the morning which is a big 

step. Well done to all of them. 

We have read 'Goldilocks and the 3 bears' this week before moving onto our 'Pirate' topic next week. 

The children were asked to write some simple sentences about Goldilocks and what she did in the  

story such as eating the porridge, breaking the chair and taking a nap! For a lot of the children this was 

independent work and they used the tricky word wall for some support. For some children they  

wanted to think of their own sentences to write.  

We've been doing lots of counting this week and we are starting to look at 'amounts' and comparing 

these to see which are the same, greater than and less than. Outside the children have enjoyed using 

the sand pit to make castles and roads and we have had lots of amazing chalk drawings going on. 

All in all a lovely first week back.  

 

This week it was lovely welcoming Year 2 back from their Easter break, and what a busy week it has 

been! It was also wonderful to see so many parents at Parents Evening. Thank you as always for  

supporting your children with their learning, it truly makes a difference to their progress. 

The start of the new half term means new topics. In Maths we have begun our unit on time. We  

began by recapping our Year 1 learning of o’clock and half past, and moved onto quarter past and 

quarter to by the end of the week. Time is well-known for being a challenging unit among all year 

groups, but Year 2 have shown excellent perseverance and resilience this week. 

In English we began our new class text The Lost Happy Endings with the outcome of creating an  

advert. To encourage our writing, the class retold the story with their partner, rehearsing sentences 

orally to one-another before writing them down. The focus then moved to understanding and writing 

in the present tense. In Art, we completed last half term’s topic based on the work of Georgia 

O’Keeffe’s flower paintings. Using bold and bright colours, and their understanding of creating tints, 

the class produced a beautiful flower collage which we have proudly displayed in the classroom  

window. Finally, we finished the week with the Big Think question “If you saw a cat chasing a bird, 

would you try and stop it?” As you can imagine, the question generated lots of discussion and role 
play among the class and was a fun way to finish the week. Thank you Year 2! 
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WHAT YEAR 5 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

WHAT YEAR 4 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

 

 

 

 

What a lovely first week back. This week the children settled well into our class routines and have  
enjoyed starting our new learning journeys in every subject. In maths, we have focused on  

measurement. Cm, mm and m - learning how to measure in these units as well and convert between 

them. In English, we have begun to explore our new class text 'The Wreck of the Zanzibar'. The  

children have enjoyed the book so far and have started to write wonderful diary entries based on the 

main character (Laura) and her experience with the storm that destroyed her island.  This week we 

introduced a new concept in English - the fronted adverbial. I must say the class did really well trying to 

incorporate this into their writing and we will continue to develop that skill over the coming weeks. In 

computing, we have returned to coding, the children will apply their foundational knowledge of Scratch 

and each week will add a new element as they create their own maze game. 

It has been so lovely to see the children back and hear all about what they got up to during the Easter 

holidays! This week has flown by, with the children settling back into the routines and expectations for 

Year 5. In English, we are using the Titanium music video as a stimulus for writing, and the children have 

spent their lessons developing powerful setting descriptions for the first scene. They have carefully  

chosen prepositions and effective figurative language to enhance their descriptions to the reader. Within 

Maths, the class have recapped their understanding of angles and how many degrees a quarter, half, 

three-quarter and full turn are. They have become secure with this learning quickly, so were then 

moved on to finding missing angles around a point. Year 5 have been introduced to their new topics in 

Geography and Music, which consisted of exploring what settlers need to survive and creating a drum 

beat for their own song. In DT, the children began to analyse frame structures, and RE saw them  

discussing the meaning of ‘Sacred’. A great first week back and lots of exciting things to look forward to 

this term! 

Wootton Community Primary School 

WHAT YEAR 3 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

It's been such a busy start to the summer term, and I've loved sharing the children's progress and next 

steps with you during parents evening. In class, we have started reading Friend or Foe, a wartime story 

describing the adventures of two evacuees. The children have engaged really well with the text as we've 

explored the mixed emotions of child evacuees and their overall experiences of being placed with host 

families. The story links to our World War 2 topic in history, and this week we have focused on building 

a timeline to describe and understand the events that led up to the start of the war. In computing, we 

concluded our computing unit on data logging by recording hourly temperatures for a given day in a  

table and then converting the data into a graph using Google Sheets. Levers and linkages are our focus in 

DT, and we started by learning the terms pivot, load and effort in terms of how everyday items like  

scissors and tweezers work. The children were able to make their first simple reverse motion linkage, 

and we will go on to explore different levers and links in the coming weeks. In maths, we are beginning 

to recap and build on units of work that we completed earlier in the year. We started with adding and 

subtracting 10, 100 and 1000 from a given number, aiming to use our knowledge of place value as a 

more efficient method compared to adding and subtracting. Wishing you all a wonderful weekend! 
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This week in Year Six we have dived back into our learning after the Easter break. In maths, our focus has 

been fractions and percentages, so children have either been revising their arithmetic fluency or pushing 

themselves further with investigations and more open-ended tasks to develop their mathematical thinking. In 

English, we read a selection of fables and then developed our own story with a message. This allowed the 

children to structure their own narrative and then bring in all the lovely elements of cohesion, effective  

dialogue and rich description that we have been working on. In art, we analysed the watercolour paintings of 

Jean Haines, ready to explore some watercolour techniques this term. In geography, we are moving from 

North America to South America with our topic on Copacabana, Brazil. We had more geography in our 

French lesson, where we are beginning to explore tourism in France so we can learn more about getting 

around France on holiday. In science, we started to find out about variation (eg eye colour) and will move on 

to understanding inheritance, adaptation, and evolution. The children have now settled back into their  

learning and are rising to every challenge they meet. Thank you all for your time at parents' evening, and we 

continue to encourage the children to try their best but stay relaxed as SATs approach!  

WHAT YEAR 6 HAVE BEEN UP TO 

England 
Reception 

George F & Tilly 

Arctic 
Year 1 

Ese 

Malaysia 
Year 2 

Tilly 

Italy 
Year 3 

Toby 

Brazil 
 Year 4 

Poppy 

Japan 
 Year 5 

Roxy 

Greece 
Year 6 

Calvin 

Star Pupils 

Please come and see your child 

presented with their certificate 

and hear the wonderful  
reasons as to why they have 

been chosen as their class Star 

Pupil this week in our  

celebration assembly on  

Friday at 8.45am. 

Thursday  

 
St George’s 

Day Menu  

 
Please see  

page 2 



The class with the best 

attendance this week is: 

Brazil Class! 

 
Pupils Absent this week 

(%) 

Rolling Absences 

since Sept (%) 

England R 2 5.92 

Arctic 1 7.67 9.1 

Malaysia 2 2.07 5.37 

Italy 3 2.76 5.12 

Brazil 4 1.79 4.66 

Japan 5 8.33 6.11 

Greece 6 4.44 4.44 

Whole School 4.19 5.83 

 Pupils Late This Week 
Pupils Late since 

September 

England R 0 25 

Arctic 1 3 125 

Malaysia 2 1 51 

Italy 3 0 58 

Brazil 4 1 110 

Japan 5 6 128 

Greece 6 2 53 

Whole School 13 577 

Our school target is 

96.5%. 

We are currently 

under target and 

aim for our children 

to be in school 100% 

of the time! 
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Please  

ensure you 

contact the 

SCHOOL 

OFFICE  
BEFORE 

9:00am on 

each day of  
Absence by 

telephone, 

voicemail 

or email. 
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